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1-Feb-11 5:16pm 18°  
 

And it is still snowing! 

Later 8:21pm 

So it has been snowing all day. 

Every time I look out the window it is 

blowing all over the place. The last 

few times I looked out the front 

window I couldn’t see the other side 

of the street. 

Yesterday I fixed the broken bolt 

on the snow thrower. I picked it up 

and set up on the stand so I didn’t 

have to stand on my head to work 

on it. Well I think I pulled a muscle.  

Meanwhile all day I thought 

about getting started moving that 

snow. You noticed I said I thought 

about it. First I didn’t feel alike going 

outside. I never left the warmth of 

the house except to get the mail. 

And that is only four feet from the 

door. Second I figured the way the 

wind was blowing I would have to 

just move the snow so it could blow 

back. 

Being by tomorrow after they say 

we could get as much as twenty 

feet of snow I think I will wait. Woops I 

meant twenty inches. 

So I think I will craw into my nice 

warm bed and curl up with a book 

and go to sleep. Good night! 

2-Feb-11 7:18pm 9° 
After being outside most of the 

day I still have more snow to move. It 
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really snowed parts of the driveway 

and in front of the house is four feet 

of snow.  

 
I dressed to keep warm and went out to see it the snow 

thrower would work after its repair. 

I must have spent 4-1/2 hours out 

then and still don’t have the car in 

the street. Tomorrow I will try to get 

out for coffee. 

 
The shovel is 5 foot. I guess this drift is four feet. 

It is slow going because my snow 

thrower is only designed to handle 

10” of snow so it is slow going. 

I slowly kept working on the 

driveway heading to the street. I 

knew from past experience that I 

needed open the drive at the street. 

By morning it would be a solid mass 

of ice and being 2 feet thick then it 

would be a pain to remove. 

After I got the apron open then I 

started shaving away at the rest of 

the drive. It was not wide enough to 

get the car out. 

 
The car seems to be in a nice blanket of snow. 

I decided to let some of it wait 

until tomorrow. The next thing after I 

have had my coffee tomorrow I will 

work on opening up the mail box so 

Becky can bring me some mail. 

 
Looking out the front door I don't think I will be getting mail 

before I move some of the snow. 

Well, tomorrow is another day and 

I will wait to deal with the snow. 

http://www.lulu.com/metras3
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Groundhog Day 

I almost forgot today that this was 

Groundhog Day. Did he see his 

shadow? 
…”Woodstock Willie only appears on the official 

Feb. 2 event, and due to the weather this year, he will 

not be making an appearance,”… 

Source: http://www.nwherald.com/2011/02/01/woodstock-

cancels-prognostication/aenoznm/ 

This is what is says in the Northwest 

Herald. I am sure he couldn’t see his 

shadow if he was a no show. 
One more quote: 

Punxsutawney Phil, America's favorite groundhog, 

predicted an early spring when he failed to see his 

shadow Wednesday morning at Gobbler's Knob in 

Punxsutawney, Pa. 
Source: 

http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/unleashed/2011/02/punx

sutawney-phil-groundhog-day.html (Los Angeles Times) 

My muscles are starting to tighten 

up from moving all that snow. I 

wonder what the morning will bring. 

3-Feb-11 9:03am 0° 
It’s up to zero now it was 8 below 

when I returned for coffee this 

morning. 

I finished digging the car out and 

was at Town & Country for breakfast 

by 6:15 this morning. I had a narrow 

path through the snow I made 

yesterday. I had 3” to spare and I 

only crashed in to the side once. I 

did get through without getting 

stuck. 

I stopped at Menard’s to get a 

furnace filter before returning home. 

I was checking out the roads. 

Many of them do not have both 

lanes open. I was talking to Jimmy 

who is county guys who removes 

snow. He said he got to go in after 

working 20 hours. He said that there 

many roads that still don’t have 2 full 

lanes. 

When I returned I dress warmly 

and went out to move more of my 

snow. The driveway is good enough 

for now. I don’t think Becky will be 

bringing me mail today and I don’t 

blame her. When I go back out there 

I will work on that next.  

I may have to get more fuel. I 

went four snows on one fill up and I 

had just enough as to fill the blower 

before I started working on this mess. 

Maybe I will make it. 

I am inside now because my 

fingers started to num up. The snow 

can wait a little longer. 

Out of Gas and 10:30am 7° 

After I ran out of gas and had 

none in the garage I waited for 

Becky to bring the mail. She put it in 

the mail box event thought there 

was a foot of snow for here to walk 

through. She didn’t recognize me all 

bundled up standing there. 

Then I left to get gas and ended 

up at Vaughan’s to have coffee with 

Mary. Then I went to get my gas and 

came home. 

Now I don’t feel like moving snow. 

Maybe I’ll feel like it later. 

Cold and 1:07pm 11°  

I have been outside a couple 

times to move more of the snow.  

Yesterday it was 20° and 25mph 

winds gust blowing the snow back 

http://www.worksandwords.com/bookindex.htm
http://www.nwherald.com/2011/02/01/woodstock-cancels-prognostication/aenoznm/
http://www.nwherald.com/2011/02/01/woodstock-cancels-prognostication/aenoznm/
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/unleashed/2011/02/punxsutawney-phil-groundhog-day.html
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/unleashed/2011/02/punxsutawney-phil-groundhog-day.html
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into my face. Today the sun shines 

and it is only 11° and the wind is out 

of the southwest. But I still get cold 

very quickly today.  

I just looked the weather forecast 

at http://www.wunderground.com  

where all the data from my weather 

station goes. They tell me it will be 

much warmer by Saturday, upper 

20s. Maybe I could work on this more 

then. 

I also noticed they improved the 

looks of their web site since 

yesterday.  

Just search for Woodstock, IL and 

you should see “Midtown 

Woodstock” That is me!   

Just Like Work 

A long time ago, a very, very long 

time ago I signed up to get email 

alerts when Knaack was closed 

because of weather or whatever. 

Well yesterday I got one of those 

alerts. It stated: 
The Emergency Closing Center has been notified of 

status changes from the following facility:  

KNAACK L.L.C. 420 E. TERRA COTTA AVENUE 

CRYSTAL LAKE, IL 60014 Phone: 8154596020 

These status changes are as follows:  

   
Effective: Feb 02, 2011 Reason: WEATHER 

**CLOSED 

I am sure you don’t know how 

well this made me feel that I didn’t 

have to go to work yesterday. ☺ 

4-Feb-11 10:42am 14° 
I am sore after moving snow the 

last couple of days. After lunch I will 

go back out there. I have to finish 

opening the sidewalk that leads up 

to the front of the house. It will make 

it much easier for Becky to deliver 

my mail. 

I also have finish checking the last 

issue so I can publish it before I finish 

this one. 

So I best get started. 

5-Feb-11 8:15am 10° 
Sometimes I say “I hate 

computers!” When in reality it is I get 

in a hurry and don’t do what I should 

to get it to do what it will if I just do 

what I should do to make it happen. 

I just trashed about 100 printed 

pages of my last newsletter because 

of not telling the computer to no 

collate the pages. 

When I print the newsletter as a 

booklet I use legal size paper and I 

can staple and fold it and it makes a 

size booklet. My printer wills not 

duplex print on legal paper so I print 

one side and then I just turn the 

paper over. If I don’t let dry for a 

couple hours the pages sticks 

together and jams or pulls in more 

than one page then the wrong 

page is printer on the back. 

 You can also set it to print 

collated or not. You need to check 

this setting because the fronts and 

the backs have to be the same or 

again you can print the wrong thing 

on the other side. 

You basically have to tell it to print 

the front side only the first time then 

http://www.lulu.com/metras3
http://www.wunderground.com/
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the back side in reverse order the 

second time. At the same time you 

need to tell it to not collate and 

make sure you load the preprinted 

pages the correct way. 

It is not that hard to do but 

sometimes you get in a hurry and 

forget one step and you must trash 

all of those trees. 

What I am going to do starting 

with the next printed issue it to print it 

a little smaller. I can print the 

newsletter on regular 8-1/2 x 11” 

paper in a booklet form on both 

sides of the paper without having to 

worry about all of those settings. The 

printer will handle that without my 

intervention. 

For you who are reading this 

online will not see any difference. 

This is for the people who get printed 

copies on Marty’s Random Thoughts. 

So I have to reprint issue 86 again 

now. Then I will go out and move 

some more snow as I did none 

yesterday. 

Did Prices Go Up 

Am I losing it or what? My memo 

book is getting ratty because I have 

been using it since July last year. It is 

one of those 5 x 3” wire bound pads 

with 80 sheets. I paid only 10¢ for is in 

June. I just bought a 3 pack at Office 

Depot for $2.77 and they only have 

60 sheets each. What did I do 

wrong? 
3 x 5" Note Pad 

 Granted to one I bought in July at 

Walgreens was on sale 

but I just think that is a little high.  

I like the side bound memo pads 

because I can put a pencil in the 

wire binding and it doesn’t fall out. 

The top bound pads I lose the pencil 

all the time of the pages fall out. 

I always have trouble finding the 

side opening note pads in the store 

and always find the flip top pads. 
5 x 3 Memo pad 

When I search the 

internet I also have 

trouble finding the 5 x 3” 

memo books.  

I just figured this out. I 

have a bunch of the 3 x 

5” note pads that have pages left. I 

think I will start using them until they 

are all used up. By the time I have 

used them up I should have figured 

how to keep the pencils from falling 

out. I have enough pencils that I 

could lose a few while I learn a new 

way. 

What on my Pad 

I have had this pad in my pocket 

for six month. I haven’t cleaned it out 

for a long time. I think it is time to let 

you know the things I haven’t told 

you yet. I don’t think I will bore you 

with everything, just the hi-light. 
From the Notepad 

Jul:  I started my Power Monitor 

Aug:  I thought about looking for a laptop for Anila 

Sep: Motorhome mileage, 15028 

Oct: Aunt Annie was in the newspaper 

Nov: I was thinking about the De-cluttering project. 

  Find Straws that work. (Aunt Annie should 

know what this one is about) 

Dec: Look for Speed reading tapes. (Along time ago I 

bought a speed reading course. Now that I am reading more 

I should try and find it in all my stuff. If I remember it 

http://www.worksandwords.com/bookindex.htm
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should how to read a page at a time instead of a word at a 

time.  Hummm…) 

 I heard about Ina having her baby, Devin on Nov. 

25th. 

Jan: Heather was going to give me a recipe for Veggie 

burger that uses lentils. (I am still waiting) 

 I made up a list of names Anila could use for her 

newsletter. (My favorite is “I want to tell you something”) 

 For breakfast at Town & Country I eat what is 

called “Lite-Bite” It is basically one egg, one slice of toast, 

some meat, and a small amount of potatoes. By choosing 

things different you could have 700 different meals without 

repeating. Wait…I forgot about the drinks. Let’s say you 

could have milk, coffee, tea, or pop not to consider the 

different flavors of each drink or juices. We are adding 4 

more things to the mix. That is 4 times 700 it is now 2800 

different meals. And people complain when they get the 

wrong thing once in a while. . Back to my not book before I 

start getting hungry. 

 I have a note about income and sales taxes in the 

other states. I’ll look that up after I finish up with the note 

book. 

 The last note is about the Videos for when you are 

walking on a treadmill. I had some DVDs that were just like 

you were walking in a park or along an ocean shore. I 

needed the link for a friend. Here it is: 

http://www.starling-fitness.com/archives/category/starling-

fitness-dvds/  

The End 

Start Income Taxes 

Seven states impose no income 

tax; these are Alaska, Florida, 

Nevada, South Dakota, Texas, 

Washington, and Wyoming. 

The above statement is not 

entirely true. Companies are paying 

income taxes so do your own 

research and not mine. 

Start Sales Taxes. 

The following states have no state 

sales taxes; Alaska, Delaware, and 

Montana. New Hampshire and 

Oregon have sales taxes on 

prepared food. 

Some of these have a max local 

surtax. Delaware does not. That 

doesn’t mean there are no taxes. It 

just means none for sales. 

My tax information came from 

Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia on 

the internet. Use this at your own risk. 

Things are Open 

Before lunch I went out to open a 

path so Becky could bring me mail 

Monday. That is if it doesn’t snow a 

bunch. I moved it with a shovel 

because I figured it would be easier. 

 
You see I had to show you I could get out my front door now. 

The before picture is on Feb. 2nd 

I still have to remove the snow 

from the North side of the driveway 

and the west side of the front 

sidewalk. The Super Bowl doesn’t 

start ‘til late tomorrow afternoon and 

it could be near 30° so maybe I will 

get that white stuff removed before 

the snow they are forecasting for 

tomorrow. 

6-Feb-11 8:05am 22° 
Did you notice it is Snowing again. 

I went for coffee and had to clear 

the snow from the car. Then I went 

for Breakfast and had to clear the 

http://www.lulu.com/metras3
http://www.starling-fitness.com/archives/category/starling-fitness-dvds/
http://www.starling-fitness.com/archives/category/starling-fitness-dvds/
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snow from the car. And Viollca need 

a ride and I had to clear it again. 

Now I am at home and I have to 

clear the snow from the walk and 

drive. Oh well, I was going out today 

to remove more of the Groundhog 

Day snow today anyway. 

 I think I will wait for it to stop 

snowing first. They say we will get up 

to an inch and we have 2” now so I 

will wait until we have 3” before I go 

out there.    

Whoops 
21-Feb-10 12:54pm 25° 

I just lost 15 days of my life! That 

mean Valentine Day, Lincoln 

Birthday and what ever happened 

since the 6th. 

I lost whatever I put into my 

newsletter. Yesterday I tried to open 

the file to enter more thoughts and 

Word would not let me. 

I tried recovering parts of it and 

was only able to get the first 6 days. 

Bummer! 

Now that I have this much I will try 

to see if I can get any more. Right 

now it does not look promising. Oh, 

oh, what about the backup?  

Backup! Backup! Backup! 

I am always telling people to 

backup your data. Well I backup my 

data! My backups for this data are 

corrupt too! 

My backup backs up ever night to 

two different places. The backup of 

each server is the same data. 

Meaning when the first server is 

finished the second one starts and 

backs up the same data.  

The proper backup should be a 

system caller “Son, Father, 

Grandfather”. Basically this means is 

today, yesterday and the day 

before yesterday.  

With a 3 day backup you should 

notice something is wrong and be 

able to restore it before it get written 

over on the third day. 

A better back up is used by 

businesses is a seven day backup 

system. This would let you go back 7 

days if it was necessary. 

Since I have not lost any data in 

years I have become sloppy about 

my backups. 

I guess I should change my 

backup to every other day right 

now. I will set one server to 3 days a 

week and the other for the other 4 

days. And then I will see if I have 

enough parts to put together 

another server to have 3 days 

rotation of the backups. 

I wonder what happened in those 

15 days.  Later I will have a good 

cry.   
Reschedules 

Ok I have one server is set to 

backup on Sun, Tue, Thu, and Sat. 

The other one is set for Mon, Wed, 

and Friday. For now that may be OK. 

Since I had this trouble I should 

burn the pictures to a DVD just in 

case. 

http://www.worksandwords.com/bookindex.htm


Marty’s Random Thoughts 

Check out my books at www.LuLu.com/metras3   

8 
 

22-Feb-11 11:24am 28° 
Well I think those 15 days are 

gone. I haven’t been able to 

salvage any of that data. It be lost 

forever! 

My Blog 

I also had to rebuild Marty’s Random 

Thoughts blog too. It was a different 

type of problem there. It crashed 

because I tried to change 

something I should have left alone. I 

couldn’t believe that I did so I 

restored the backup and did it 

again. After the third time restoring 

the back I decided I would just start 

over.  

Some time I just do it to myself 

and have to pay the piper. So I 

recreated it from scratch. I lost all my 

entries but it works now so I am 

happy with that. I will have to just 

create new data as live goes on. 

Things Happen in 3s 

 I have found that most things 

happened in threes. So the blog 

failed and this issue of the newsletter 

failed. I hope number threes is less 

destructive.  

I will go check the basement. I 

haven’t checked it for water lately.   

24-Feb-11 9:29am 32° 

No. 3 and Hopefully Last 

Well I found number three. I sent a 

check in for a payment to the wrong 

address and am trying to get my 

money back now. I shouldn’t have 

any trouble getting it back but it will 

take time to process it. 

Now I can go back to working on 

my wall. Wait it is just about time for 

coffee. Should I work on my wall or 

go for coffee? Hummm…I went for 

coffee once today and the wall I 

have been working on for 2 years. 

Let’s see coffee of wall, wall of 

coffee. Look at the wall or go visit 

Mary and maybe see Arlo. Well, 

coffee had more letters and has 2 

sets of double letters. 

I think the coffee wins the letter 

race. That is “let her” pour! ☺ 

Get 15% Discount 

I just got an email from Lulu.com 

saying;” Purchase Marty's Random 

Thoughts 2010 with 15% off with 

coupon code IDES305.” That means 

that they are giving you 15% on top 

of the 25% I already have at my 

store. That is about the cost of the 

shipping. I think they wanted $3.99 

the last I bought one book. So if you 

are going to buy a copy now would 

be the time. One of these days I will 

have to raise my prices so I can 

make more than 3¢ a book. 

Go to www.lulu.com/metras3 and 

click on “Marty's Random Thoughts 

2010.”   

Make sure you enter the coupon 

code IDES305 to get you 15%.  

I think it is good until 03/15/11. 

Other Discounts 

I got some coupons from Office 

Depot today too. One of them was 

http://www.lulu.com/metras3
http://www.lulu.com/metras3
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a gift card worth $24.20 for turning in 

all of those empty ink cartridges last 

couple years. 

A few of them are thanks all of 

you. This will help me to keep 

publishing my newsletter 

I will still take all of your empty ink 

cartridges if you don’t want them. 

Just drop them in a zip lock bag and 

give them to me. 

Yes, even the 

empty cartridges 

leak all over the 

place. You can 

also use a 

Styrofoam cup 

with a lid or any other means you 

can keep them from a mess on your 

stuff. Off my stuff too! 

The other coupons are for stuff I 

don’t really need or want for now. 

27-Feb-11 10:31am 35° 

Not Again!  

Ok what is going on here? This 

newsletter got corrupted again! 

I know I put in stuff the last couple 

of days. And it was there and I did 

save it. 

Yesterday I entered the Farmers’ 

weather forecast. And I opened the 

newsletter after that to add other 

things. 

Now I am wondering if it the hard 

drive on file server the network 

connection to it or the software on 

my PC that is messing it up. 

It is not the same file as the last 

time because I created it from 

scratch to this newsletter. 

Wait maybe I can get if from the 

backup and it will be ok. I’ll go 

check that now. 

I’ll be back…  
I’m back and…  

I have made more changes to my 

backup scheme. I am now backing 

up my whole newsletter directory in 

a different folder on each day of the 

week on two different servers. I had 

a typo in my script and was only 

doing a backup ever other day on 

each server. It should have been 

Mon, Wed, and Friday on one and 

Sun, Tues, Thu, and Sat on the other. 

I change it now to backup the 

newsletter folder all seven days and 

put the backup in different folders 

for each day. This way if something 

get corrupts I can go back each 

day until I find a good copy. If I have 

to go back 7 days and I don’t have 

a good copy then it is lost.  

Since I make changes almost 

every day I should catch a bad file 

before I should be ok. If the hard 

drive is bad on one of the computer 

I should be able to recover the data 

on the other. If 3 hard drives fail I will 

lose everything except the web sites 

because they are out in La La land 

and I just have to retrieve them from 

the internet. 

There is an idea! I could send 

copies to the internet in a folder 

where my web site data is being 

http://www.worksandwords.com/bookindex.htm
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saved. I should have enough room 

out here to save at least some of my 

critical data. 

Well I will add that to my project 

list for later. 

28-Feb-11 10:47am 28° 
I have already been to Starbucks 

and did a proof on this issue so I can 

get it out you on a timely base.  

Some time it takes me a while to get 

around to edit my typo and 

whoops’s not to mention the spelling 

and grammar. Now I just have to 

remember to proof today’s entries. 

I wrote some notes while I was up 

at Starbucks. Oh here there are. 

Morning’s Weather 

I had a ¼” of ice on the car when 

I went out. While chopping at it I 

noticed it was sticking to the glass 

much harder than it had been. It is 

time to put Rain-X on it again. Of 

course it has to be above 45° to 

apply it correctly. And when it is 

above 45° it is no needed so I forget. 

It like a leaky roof when it stops 

raining it doesn’t need fixing and in 

the rain you can’t. 

While I was chopping a way at 

the ice I had started the car and 

turned the rear defroster and set the 

heater to blow on the windshield. I 

figured some of it would be easier to 

remove. I even came in side for few 

minutes to give is a chance to catch 

up to me. 

I think that was when I came out 

too soon because I don’t like to run 

the car just for melting snow and ice. 

I think that is when the light in my 

brain came on. 

I have a 1-1/2 car garage with 

about 3 car loads of stuff in it. If I 

would get rid of a bunch of that 

clutter I could, just maybe, keep the 

car in there. What you think? 

So I will add that to my project list. 

You know that 1989 Range pickup 

use to park in there. I don’t think my 

Honda has ever been parked under 

a roof. The 1995 Ranger died before 

it was in there. So I guess it has been 

10 years since I used the garage for 

a car. I should call it a shed with a 

driveway. ☺ 

Left Over  

When I came home I noticed I still 

have some of the Groundhog Day 

snow on the driveway. Where the 

house blocks the sun there a strip 

about that has not melted yet. Of 

course I have an inch of ice on the 

rest of drive from the snow and ice 

the last couple of days too. 

Book 

I have been read more of “The 

Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin.” 

He seems to be a very smart man. 

He did a lot 

of things. I 

am about ¾ 

of the way 

through the 

book and I 

http://www.lulu.com/metras3
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like it very well. Since it is an 

autobiography one must remember 

that he is talking about his self. I 

know when I talk about myself I do 

embellish things a little too. I am sure 

back in the mid 1700s Ben might 

have done the same thing. 

He can’t be too bad of a guy 

after all he has his picture on the 

hundred dollar bill. I am enjoying this 

book. 

Wall Work 

I finally finished putting up the 

drywall on the wall I started fixing last 

year or was it the year before. 

Anyway I can get ready to tap and 

plaster it. 

This is the wall where had to 

enclose the duct work for the 

furnace when I had all that trouble 2 

years ago. 

Now I need to get it set up so I 

can sand it without get plaster dust 

all over the house.  I’ll have to think 

on that while I am doing the taping 

and plastering. That is unless one of 

you is going to come over and do it 

for me. 

This month has run out of days so I 

will end it here and wish you a 

happy March and start a new issue. 

And as Roy Rogers would say 

“Good bye, good luck, and May the 

good Lord take a liking to you!” 

 
^ 
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Calendar 
February 

 
Feb-02 Josh H 

Feb-02 Sam H (3 Bro's) 

Feb-02 Jackie 

Feb-03 Dawn 

Feb-05 Kim H (1952) (3 Bro's) 

Feb-06 Laurie S. 1960-2010 

Feb-07 Uncle Bob Died 

Feb-10 Uncle Dick 1919-1974) 

Feb-13 Aunt Irene died 

Feb-13 Brenda P  

Feb-13 Druata 

Feb-13 Kim's Dad 

Feb-16 Nicky H 

Feb-17 Devyn J 

Feb-17 Christine G, Petra's Mom 

Feb-19 Chad P 

Feb-20 Jessica Mc  

Feb-24 Tiny D 

Feb-26 Shirley M 

March 
Mar-01 Aunt Betty & Uncle Harold's  

  Wedding  

Mar-01 Jenae C  

Mar-01 Anila came to the USA (1999) 

Mar-02 The day I retired (2007) 

Mar-06 Marie K 

Mar-08 Bruce M 

Mar-08 Taylor B 

Mar-09 Sandi P  

Mar-09 National Get Over It Day 

Mar-10 Sandi's Stopped Smoking   

Mar-13 Aunt Annie & Uncle Dick's 

 Wedding  

Mar-13 Sandi's Stopped Drinking  

Mar-13 Steve S 

Mar-15 Heather and Marc's Wedding  

Mar-16 Marcia G 

Mar-17 St. Patrick Day 

Mar-20 Victoria (IHOP) 

Mar-21 John K 

Mar-22 Jim & Cathy's Wedding 

Mar-23 Nancy W 

Mar-29 My Brother Jake (1957-1985) 

Mar-30 Christine P 
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