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1-May-11 8:05pm 53° 
Ok I am printing the previous issue 

now I should have it ready tomorrow. 

3-May-11 8:01am 40° 
Wait, it’s hot in here! Wow, it was 

set on 73°. I must been chilled in my 

sleep last night. It could be snowy 

and -30° outside and I never set 

above 70°.  Oh well, it is set on 68° 

now. 

Bugging Me 

I think I just fixed something that 

has been bugging me. When the 

auto correct changes the “$o” into 

a”°” it has been moving to the next 

line and leaves an extra blank line 

while I am typing. That bugged me! 

Well when I set up the auto 

correct I must have added a 

linefeed character after the degree 

sign. It is all fixed now, see ° ° ° °! No 

extra blank line between. ☺ ☺ ☺ 

It just dawned on me why it was 

doing that. It has been bugging me 

for the last two or three issues and it 

never dawned on me that it was the 

auto correct that was doing it. I am 

so much happier now I think I will go 

have breakfast. Bye! 

Other Things 

I looked at the lawn and thought 

this year I might attack the weeds. 

Before I went for Breakfast I looked 

to see how weed spray I had. I think 

it was time for a new supply. What I 

have is in a metal can and it is 

almost rusted through. Yes it is quite 

old.  So I picked up a new supply. 

This one is in a plastic container.  

I have been using my sprayer off 

and on so I thought it would be fine. 
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Not the case. It is one of those pump 

sprayers you pump up the pressure 

and all the seals need to be 

replaced. I looked online and the 

cost of the parts is almost the cost of 

a new one. Remember the ShopVac 

from last issue? 

I guess I should go see what I can 

find in the store. Maybe May is the 

month for spending money on 

infrastructure at the Marty house. 

Maybe there are other things I 

could buy while Menard’s and Farm 

& Fleet.  

5-May-11 11:14am 57° 
Boy the news letter is getting 

neglected. It is becoming more 

random. There is another 2 day gap. 

What have I Gone  

I have been working outside a 

little. I think I have the greenhouse 

ready to move off of the driveway. It 

has been nailed and now it is 

mounted on boards so I can move it 

out of the way. I think next month I 

might need the driveway for other 

things. And I wanted to move the 

green to the side of the garage out 

of the wind. The wind just beats up 

on the covering. Besides that will 

make about 50 square feet of grass I 

do not have to mow. ☺ 

With a wood frame under it, it 

may be easier to have some kind of 

shelves in it while it is sitting on dirt. It 

won’t be in the way when it comes 

to moving snow as in the drive.  It will 

be closer to the compost pile. And 

did I tell you there will be less grass to 

cut? ☺ 

Thinking about cutting grass I think 

I will go out and do that before 

lunch. 

12-May-11 1:43pm 90° 
I hope you have been enjoying 

the warm weather. I see I have been 

away from the newsletter lately. I 

haven’t really had much to say. 

I have been working on the Family 

gathering web page trying to get 

some things working the way I want. 

I keep finding new things that 

happened in the last 100 years or so 

to post for the family. Today I found 

my picture in a box of stuff while I 

was de-cluttering. Oh yes, I am de-

cluttering a little at a time. 

I even empted 3 boxes in the last 

week or so, I have one whole box 

sitting here waiting for someone to 

buy it on eBay. There are 160+ used 

DAT tapes ready to ship to the lucky 

bidder. 

I haven’t had anything on eBay in 

a couple years. I am trying my skills 

at it again. Maybe I will get enough 

of these tapes to pay for some 

empty boxes to fill with other kinds of 

clutter.  ☺ 

Other Newsletter 

I told you I found my pictures in a 

newsletter. Not my newsletter it was 

in the ELTRA Acton in the summer 

1975 issue. ELTRA is the corporation 

that used to own Woodstock Die 

Casting. 

http://www.lulu.com/metras3
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Here is the story. 

 

Here’s the new car on the street  
Martin Metras, second shift die caster, is shown at 

the wheel of his new Citi-Car. Yes, it is actually a car. It 

will carry two passengers and a week’s groceries. 

The car is powered by electricity which is supplied 

by six (or eight) six-volt batteries. Martin said the little 

car gathers a crowd wherever it goes. Quite often he 

can’t drive it because curious people three deep 

surround the car. 

Martin has eight batteries in his car which will give 

it a speed up to 38 miles an hour and a range of up to.50 

miles. The car is very maneuverable and quite easy to 

park; and it is pollution free. 

Marty said the car isn’t meant to take on long trips 

but it sure gets around town easily and is fun to drive. 

Marty and his Citi-Car 1975 
Source: Eltra Action, Summer 1975, 

13-May-11 12:22pm 73° 

Just for Grins 
If white wine goes with fish,  

does white grapes go with sushi? 

-- George Carlin (1937 - 2008) 

Source: The E. C. Kraus Wine Making Newsletter 

20-May-11 8:10am 60° 
No, I didn’t forget entirely about 

this newsletter but it was close. I 

have been doing more of other 

things. 

Random Things 

I have been working on the lawn, 

working on the computer, cleaning 

up the house a little for Mike & Petra 

visit. When I thought about the 

newsletter something else came up 

and I just didn’t get back to it. 

The Pilgrims 

Mike & Petra are back in 

Woodstock.  

A couple of weeks ago if you had 

a hole down through the earth 

angled a little to the east you could 

almost see them on the other side of 

this blue planet. Mike said their initial 

plan was to be in Woodstock for a 

short time while they look for a car 

and a place to stay for a while. As 

normal with Mike & Petra this could 

all change. And I thought I had 

random thoughts. They are nomads 

so if they get the itch to move on it 

happens. 

Yesterday I spent the day with 

them and they seem like have this all 

in the works.  

First they need a good night 

sleep. With the 24 hours of travel and 

up to 11-1/2 hour’s difference in the 

time it takes a little while to adjust. 

Family Reunion 

I have been working on blog 

about the Metras family reunion that 

will be on my dad’s 100th birthday. 

We have accumulated over 600 

pictures on the web site. Who know 

how many more pictures will show 

http://www.worksandwords.com/bookindex.htm
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up before the gathering in 

September? 

22-May-11 7:50am 66° 
It always amazes me when I start 

to notice that my attention starts to 

drift form interest in one thing to 

another. I get involved in something 

and other things just don’t get into 

my thoughts. Like this newsletter.  

It is getting near the end of the 

month and I have only posted my 

thoughts on six days so far.  

I have been doing a lot of things 

without thoughts. Well I must have 

not thought about them much 

because I have nothing to say right 

now other what you have read up to 

this point. 

I am sitting here looking at paper 

work that has gotten a little behind 

and thinking what I am going to do 

with the motor home in a week or 

two if it does not sell when my 

contract runs out. 

Will I go on a tour of the US as I 

thought in the past or what? I have 

not decided yet. I keep thinking 

about driving that big machine for 

12,000 miles. I would much rather 

have had a much smaller motor 

home. I bought this one with blinder 

on. It really looked nice then.  

Since then I have longed for a 

much smaller unit that is easier to 

park and drive in places you can’t 

get a large vehicle. Yes amount of 

gas the big one uses makes a 

difference too. I mostly like the idea 

of a van size motor home is a better 

fit for me. I mostly need room for 

one. A van size motor home would 

be ok for 3 or 4 for small trips and 2 

for long trips. You never know when 

someone might come alone.  

With a small vehicle I can go 

almost any where a van can fit. 

When I was in the Black Hills a few 

year back with the 29 foot motor 

home there was some tunnels I 

could not enter because there was 

only 8 foot clearance on top. The big 

motor home would have become a 

convertible if I would have tried to 

drive through them. And if I was 

driving down the highway and saw a 

Dairy Queen and wanted to stop for 

a cone it was out of the question if 

they were busy. There was just no 

room for the big motor home to 

drive in the parking lot let alone 

park. With a van size I would be no 

different than parking a big car. 

My problem is finding a used Class 

“B” motor home. I find them in other 

parts of the country not many 

around here. I have to get on the 

road and see what I can find. 

Oh well, I will move on to doing 

paper work and work on the motor 

home issue on another day. 

Paper Work 

The paper work didn’t take very 

long so I thought I would talk/type 

some more. After all you haven’t 

heard from me in quite a while. 

I am waiting for Mike and/or Petra 

to call and tell Aunt Annie and I 

http://www.lulu.com/metras3
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when were going for breakfast. It is 

9:30 already and I think they don’t 

eat breakfast until after 11:30. ☺ 

Oh well, they live a different life 

style than I do. 

While I wait I think I will search the 

internet for a motor home. I want to 

see if any o… Phone rang…what 

was I talking about…Oh I am going 

to look up a Class “B” motor home. 

 Breakfast isn’t until 10:30 at 

Angelo’s. That gives me time to see 

what I can find on the internet. 

I will let you know what I find in a 

few minutes. 

Motor Homes Found 
1.) 1995 Roadtrek 190 VERSATILE, in 

Rockford, 120,000 Miles, good 

price and looks good. 

Whoops, I have to go! 

23-May-11 9:27am 65° 
Good morning. We had a wee bit 

of excitement with the weather last 

night didn’t we?  I heard the siren 

and at first wonder what is was. I 

thought they only set that off at 

10:00am the first Tuesday of the 

month. Then I remembered it might 

be a real storm.  

I went outside to look and coming 

in from the southwest was a very, 

very black cloud. Unlike me I shut 

down the computer and TV and 

headed to the basement with the 

cell phone in hand. 

I laughed because I usually would 

stand on the porch and watch the 

storm come in until I got wet.  

First I called Aunt Annie to tell it 

was heading toward her. Then I got 

on the internet to look at the radar 

to see how big the storm was. The 

signal for the cell phone was very 

weak in the basement so I switched 

my phone over to use my Wi-Fi. I still 

had power in the house and it is nice 

that I could do that with my cell 

phone. 

The radar showed the very dark 

mass of storm headed right for the 

middle of McHenry County. The 

middle of the county is just 4 blocks 

north of me. So I watch the radar to 

see the storm move closer and 

closer for a few minutes. Then I 

started to listen for the freight train 

sound that ever one talks about with 

a tornado. It got very dark in the 

basement but no freight train. Not 

even one on the train tracks a block 

away. 

After a while it started to rain and 

a little thunder and lightning. When 

the radar showed the major part of 

the storm had passed I came back 

upstairs and went to the front porch. 

The radar was correct it was past 

me. I called Aunt Annie to let her 

know it was heading her way and 

like here it had passed only raining 

very heavy. 

Today I see from my weather 

station we got about 3/4” of rain. On 

the other hand the rain gauge out 

by the solar panel shows 1-1/2” of 

rain. Which is right? The rain gauge 

was empty when I put it back up a 

http://www.worksandwords.com/bookindex.htm
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few days ago. I will check other 

weather stations in Woodstock and 

see what they measured. 

Westwood School reported 1” of 

rain. The other stations show nothing. 

And I see my station is not uploading 

the rain to the internet for some 

reason.  

Oh Well, it made my grass in the 

back yard grow another inch. I 

mowed the rest yesterday but not 

the back. 

Netflix on TV 

I hooked my old laptop up to use 

the TV for a monitor yesterday. I 

thought having a 32” monitor would 

be nice. I could sit in my easy chair 

and have this big screen across the 

room. Well I can’t read those little 

words from across the room. Other 

than that it worked. 

I remembered that with my Netflix 

membership I should be able to 

watch movies on my PC ft I wanted. 

So I plugged my Wi-Fi adepter 

and couldn’t make it work. I had 

trouble with this before so I was not 

surprised. So I ran two long Cat-5 

cables from the hub and connected 

the network to the old laptop by 

wire. This worked just fine. 

Then I went to Netflix.com and 

selected an Old John Wayne movie 

from 1933. I pushed play and it 

started playing instantly. I turned the 

TV to connect it to the laptop and 

was immediately delighted with the 

resolute.  I had to press [F11] to turn 

off the borders and menu bars on 

the browser then click “Full Screen” 

on the movie player and I had to 

Movie coming from somewhere in 

La-La land to my TV screen. 

 I always knew I could do this but 

never got around to trying it. It 

worked just great. The picture was 

great. I found out shortly that the 

sound was coming from the PC 

when I try to adjust the volume on 

the TV. All I have to do is just hook 

another cable for the sound. I will try 

this another time. 

I wonder what other wonders I 

can watch on PC-TV. 

Maybe I can get rid of DirecTV 

and save some money let’s 

see…$64.99 a month for a 

year…$799.40!... whoops, calculator 

is dead. 

Wow the last Batteries were put in 

this calculator was in February 22, 

1998.  Duracell’s! 

Anyway the $779.40 will buy me 

about 185 gallons of gas. That is 

about 7,400 miles in the car. That’s 

only about 1,400 in the motor home. 

Maybe I should unhook from 

DirecTV and go with the Internet. I’ll 

have enough money for 250 more 

coffee & donuts at Starbucks.  

Mini Motor Home 

I see yesterday I didn’t finish my 

search of a small motor home. 

24-May-11 8:06am 57° 
Well I walked uptown for my 

coffee this morning. It wasn’t raining 

and there weather was great. And 

http://www.lulu.com/metras3
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you know there was not one car in 

any of the intersections to get in to 

my way while I crossed the street. 

On the way home there was a car 

going the wrong way up Benton 

Street. That was the excitement of 

the morning so far. 

De-Cluttering 

With all the talk I have been doing 

about the de-cluttering you would 

think I would have my house empty 

by now.  Not the case. 

I did ship off a whole box of old 

computer tape I sold on eBay and 

took ten Ink cartridges to the 

recycler in the last week. So I am 

working on it a little at a time. 

The bills are paid and the lawn is 

mowed. And Mike and Petra are 

settled in a little so I think I will go 

grab another box and see if I can 

de-clutter another box before 

breakfast.  

26-May-11 11:53am 50° 
It’s still cold out there and they say 

we could have some frost tonight. 

Cover up those tomatoes if needed. 

Fire 

I went to Vaughan’s at 10 o’clock 

to see Mary and have coffee. Did I 

tell you they raised coffee to $1.80! 

They were busier than normal. In 

passing Mary said; “What did you 

hear about The Three Brothers?” 

When she got a minute she said 

that they had a fire and she called 

Anila to find out what she had 

heard. Knowing nothing I drove to 

Town & Country to find out what 

Anila had heard and went by the 

Three Brothers on the way. 

All I saw was a wet parking lot with 

only 2 cars and the front door 

propped open.  

At Town & Country Anila only 

knew there was a fire and they were 

very busy this morning too. She 

thought I should have known more 

than I did. 

Since I haven’t been going there 

much as of late I figure I wouldn’t just 

walk in and ask what was going on. 

Maybe I will stop for breakfast 

tomorrow and get all the detail. 

What have you heard about The 

Three Brothers? 

30-May-11 7:27am 63° 

First the sign 

 
Source: Email from Tiny 

That sign says it all! 

Happy Memorial Day 

Thanks all of you that have tried to 

keep this country free. 

http://www.worksandwords.com/bookindex.htm
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Lost Thoughts 

This morning while having my 

morning coffee at Starbucks I had all 

of these thoughts I wanted to put in 

this issue before the month ends. 

Well I got nothing! Yup, not even a 

random thought.  

Is that old age or the coffee that 

does that to us? I know there are few 

thoughts in this newsletter this month 

because of being otherwise 

occupied. Oh, I remember! 

People’s Names 

I have been bad with names most 

of my life. I keep telling people;”I am 

bad with names but can remember 

numbers.” Well I know you can talk 

yourself in to almost anything.  I have 

been working on getting and 

remember names. I started at 

Starbucks. There are many people 

that work there and after a year I 

knew only 2 names. 

Now I can list almost all the 

people that work there. So here is my 

list: Linda, Barbara, Susan, Chris, 

Luke, Stephanie, and Jessica. There 

a couple others too but I do not 

have their names yet. 

I know a few of the customer’s 

names too. There is Wendell, Bob, Bill, 

and Walter. Some people you only 

meet for a couple minutes and they 

don’t have names. I will try harder. 

I didn’t count the people I see 

there that I have known for years 

that I see at Starbucks. You all have 

names. If you don’t believe me ask 

me when you see me. 

Field Trip 

I talked about going on a drive 

about to see the lower 48 states. 

Today I tried to figure how long it 

would take and the generic answer 

is 2 month. Here is how I figure. 

• I just figured out I can do this in 

two month if I don’t stop to smell 

the roses along the side of the 

road. 

• Driving about 5 hours a day it will 

take about 40 days. 

• Driving about 250 miles a day it 

will take about 51 days. 

• Taking 2 days off a week it takes 

from 8 to 10 weeks. 

• Using 6 day weeks it could still be 

traveled in 2 month. 

Assuming that is if I stay on route.  

I think I’ll do this!  

  

http://www.lulu.com/metras3
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1-Jun-11 11:56am 75° 
Well another month has gone into 

history and it begins and new month 

for us to enjoy. 

I will enjoy the rest of today 

thinking about mowing the lawn. 

Yesterday it was too hot today it is 

nice right now. First I need to end the 

issue and print it. Before ending this 

let me tell you about the other fires. 

Groups of threes 

I keep hearing the things happen 

in threes. Is that true because we 

find three things to put into a group 

or do things really happen in threes? 

In any case we had three fires. 

First the Three Brothers had their 

fire. I haven’t been there to find out 

about it yet. 

The second fire was that house 

beside the Flooring store that used to 

be Taylor Auto Parts on route 47. I 

see that house is gutted. 

Then Anila called me and told me 

there was a fire at the Super-8 at 

route 47 & US 14. No details on this 

one either. 

So that is your three and I better 

publish this issue or I will be three 

days late.  

 

Calendar 
May 

 
May-02 Cathy S 

May-04 Linda (Angelo's) 

May-07 Bill Mc 

May-07 Shelley (Round-The Clock) 

May-12 Nathan H 

May-12 The Day I bought my house 

May-18 Arlene T 

May-18 Shcrifa G 

May-21 Sun Stone 

May-21 Marie 

May-23 Kevin K 

May-24 Holly 

May-25 Sofije 

May-26 Marge P 

May-26 Grama Jan 

May-28 Sue & Charlie C  An’y 1977 

May-28 Arianna B 

May-31 Getti H 

 

June 

 
Jun-01 Carol's Sister's Birthday 

Jun-03 Clouse 

Jun-05 Shirley & Bob's Wedding  

Jun-09 Jim S 

Jun-09 Nora S 

Jun-10 Miki & Ben Johnsom An’y 2005 

Jun-12 Nathan H 

Jun-14 Mary's Mom and Dad’s Wedding 

Jun-14 Luiza 

Jun-15 Viollca 

Jun-17 Lili  

Jun-20 Charlie Casd 

Jun-21 Sue S 

Jun-22 Yevette 

Jun-23 Sue 

Jun-24 Drink Real Coffee Day(2008) 

Jun-24 Deron G 

Jun-25 Grandma Jansen 

Jun-28 Aunt Irene (1921-2000) 

Jun-28 Haley 

http://www.worksandwords.com/bookindex.htm
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