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9-Aug-11 7:25am 63° 
Wow, I almost got frost bite this 

morning. ☺ 

I like this kind of weather. Well I like 

all kinds of weather I just like this kind 

a little better. 

I see it is August 9th already and I 

hadn’t put anything in the newsletter 

yet. Oh well, it is random. 

Book 

I finished another book the other 

day. This one is titled “The Complete 

book of Boondock RVing, Camping 

Off the Beaten Path” by Bill and Jan 

Moeller. 

This was a good book. It gives you 

a good idea how you could go out 

into a remote area with your RV 

camper without having a place to 

hook up to water, electricity and still 

have a good time fishing, hiking, or 

just looking at the lakes , trees and 

mountains. 

One of the main things I got out of 

it was when they told me about 

maintaining the batteries so you 

have enough electricity while in the 

middle of nowhere. It gave me a lot 

of ideas how I could maintain the 

charge in the batteries hooked to 

my solar panels. 

The other item you need when 

camping in the wilderness is water. 

Thought you could do without 

electricity you need water. Three 

things in the world you need to 

survive. Those are air, water and 

food. Air is the easiest to come by 

and food you can hunt for but good 

water you have to carrier around 

with you. It gives you some ideas 

how to conserve water. 

Remember this is a book about 

camping or just parking where there 
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are no services available. It could be 

on the side of a mountain in Kansas 

or the desert of a Wal-Mart parking 

lot. If there are no hookups for your 

camper it is called boondocking.  

I got a lot of good idea from this 

book. Not all of about dry camping. 

Four stars is the rating on the MRT 

scale. 

Next book 

I started reading “Confession of a 

Pilgrim” by Sue Kenny this morning.  I 

have only read one chapter so far 

and I think it might bring more tears 

of joy as I go on. 

Grass is Cut 

The other day I finished the first go 

around cutting the back lawn. It was 

so tall in the back it wouldn’t dry 

enough to do a good job. Even the 

electric mower had trouble raised all 

the way up and only doing a half 

cut. 

It is cool now and after the grass 

dries I will cut it again. 

Maybe I’ll go to a self propelled 

mower. Pushing around that heavy 

electric mower around in my lumpy 

yard is just too much. For now I will 

make do. 

I see there is a nice breeze this 

morning maybe I will get it done 

today. Oh I opened the window and 

it feels nice! 

12-Aug11 10:59am 76° 
That is funny! On the last issue 

there were 28 pages and this one will 

be lucky to have 10. I guess that is 

what happens when you do thing 

randomly. 

Need Mailman  

Well I guess she is a mail lady or 

Mail carrier. In any case today is 

Becky’s last day bringing me mail. 

Diane will be back on this route 

tomorrow. 

 I guess the Post Office people 

are changing the routes around to 

save money. I think what Becky was 

saying that are talking about laying 

off 600,000 people. Wait, that can’t 

be right! I must have heard that 

wrong.  

Saved by the Internet. It says 

16,000 people out of 600,000 are not 

predicted under the contract that 

says they can’t get laid off.  

Anyway there will be a lot of 

changes. One of them being Becky 

has a different route. 

Slideshow 

I have been work on that slide 

show for the family reunion coming 

up in a month. 

I want the slideshow to work to 

work from a DVD that can be 

viewed on a TV and have captions 

on ever slide. I am getting closer to 

make that happen. 

I have all the pictures and the 

captions cleaned. Well I think that 

part is complete. Every now and 

then one slips through that make me 

go back and fix it. 
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I found a way to convert the slid 

show I have to a video then make it 

in to a DVD video bust the quality is 

low. So I will keep looking. 

I only have a month left. 

18-Aug-11 8:14am 63° 
Boy is this month is moving along 

fast! 

Compromise 

Yesterday I mowed the whole 

lawn without stopping. It has been 

growing so fast with all that rain as of 

late and I put that Weed & Feed on 

it is the spring. My electric mower 

had trouble doing the whole lawn 

on one charge. 

So what I did was dig out the gas 

mower and cut what I missed in the 

back with the electric last time. 

The gas mower was set too low. In 

order to change it heights I have to 

remove the wheels and put the bolts 

in different holes. It is now set as high 

as I can which is lower than where I 

would cut it with the electric mower. 

The gas mower is about 1/3 the 

weight of the electric making it 

much easier to push around too. 

I like the electric because it isn’t 

as noisy and there are no gas fumes. 

But sometimes you need to get a 

job done you have to compromise. 

Frustration 

I have been working on that 

slideshow for the family reunion in a 

month. 

I had downloaded all the pictures 

and their captions and found if I 

renamed the files using the captions. 

I used a little computer 

programming trickery to make that 

happen.   

I found you could use Microsoft’s 

PowerPoint to create a photo 

slideshow. It will use the filenames as 

captions. This made it much closer to 

having a DVD video slideshow. 

I tried seven different programs to 

convert the PowerPoint slideshow in 

to a DVD that could be watched on 

TV. I found one I liked and was easy 

to use. 

I tried the sample program with 20 

pictures and again with 700 along 

with background music. I worked 

great so I made a sample DVD and 

gave it to Marie to review. 

After looking at these pictures and 

captions so many times I could not 

see anything wrong. I needed a new 

pairs of eyes to see if anything 

needed to be changed.  

Well Marie’s eagle eyes found 

many caption that need fixed and a 

few duplicate pictures in the 

slideshow. She fixed what she could 

and I did the rest. Though my spelling 

is getting better I am struggling with 

typing too. 

In the mean time I bought the 

software to convert the slideshow to 

a DVD. When we were finished 

editing the captions I decided to 

make another sample to see if we 

missed anything. I know after editing 
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my book about 20 times I still find 

typos and missed spelled works. 

Now that I have a clear 

procedure on how to make this DVD 

video slideshow happen, I figured it 

should all go just fine. Yah right!  

I started by processing all the 

data to create pictures with the 

captions as file names. That works 

just fine. Then I used PowerPoint to 

create the presentation as a photo 

slideshow. At this point if I add music 

I will work on a PC with PowerPoint 

Viewer which is free from Microsoft. 

I want to take it to the next step 

and make a DVD video slideshow 

you could watch on TV without a 

computer thought you could use a 

computer to watch it if you wanted. 

That is where the “PPT2DVD Pro” 

software comes in. With it you can 

easily convert a PowerPoint file into 

a DVD video and sound that works 

just like any other DVD you might 

want to watch on TV. 

Well the trial version of “PPT2DVD 

Pro” worked just fine. Now I am 

frustrated! 

After editing all of those captions I 

think there some that have control 

charters in them that are messing up 

the conversion processed and the 

software locks up. 

I have isolated down to group of 

267 pictures that may be causing to 

problem. I am working on them to 

see what I can find in that group so I 

can remove the cause. Not knowing 

what it is for sure makes it difficult. 

One thing I found it a period. If 

there is a period (.) in the caption it 

thinks is where the file extension 

starts. This causes the program to get 

confused and freeze up. I think I 

have removed all of them. This 

morning I will be going back and 

looking again.  

While typing this I am thinking 

there may be [tab] charter 

embedded in some of the captions. 

I have to see if I can remove them 

with my script or do it manually. 

So I am frustrated but not giving 

up yet. 

25-Aug-11 8:24am 63° 
I’ll bet you thought I got lost. Well I 

did. I got lost in my work. I have been 

working on that DVD video slideshow 

of the Dad’s 100th Birthday Gathering 

also known as the Metras family 

reunion. Well that finished and now I 

can work on other things. 

Sometimes I get obsessed when 

working on them. Since I am giving 

them away I had to have them be 

the best I could do. But as with many 

things there is also one more thing 

you can do. At some point you have 

to say “I am finished!” This was the 

case when I printed the labels. I 

noticed that I had not printed any 

label of the DVD/CD cases. I went 

back and did that. I noticed a few 

them did not say DVD or CD on the 

label.  Well I was thinking this is 

enough so I hand wrote it with a 

Sharpie. Done! 
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Book finished. 

Well all my time was not spent on 

those DVD and CDs. I took a few 

breaks to read a book. 

This one was Confessions of a 

Pilgrim by Sue Kenney. I received this 

book from Sue herself at the 

American Pilgrims Gathering in 

February 2009 when I was there with 

Mike and Petra. Sue was sitting at 

the table with us and I knew nothing 

about her until she stood up in front 

of the gathering and told a story of 

her walk on the Camino de 

Santiago. I was so impressed I 

bought both of her books.  

I love this story. I laughed and 

cried while reading it. The story is 

about her walk on the Camino de 

Santiago from Portugal to Santiago 

and back and the good and not so 

good thing that happened along 

the way. 

I give this book a full five stars on 

the MRT scale. I loved it! 

Sue Kenney has her own web site. 

I just went there and there is a short 

video which reminded me why I was 

impressed with her works. Check it 

out if you are so inclined. 

www.suekenney.ca  

Getting Caught Up 

Now that I have a little more time 

available I can get caught up on 

things. 

The paper work I had been 

leaving sit is finished. I trimmed some 

of the bushes this morning.  I looked 

at the grass and it was too wet to 

mow earlier. 

Now I have coupon good for a 

$1.00 off a Bistro Box at Starbucks. I 

am not sure what a Bistro Box is but I 

think it might be time to go find out. 

It is after eleven o’clock and it 

seems to be a nice day to walk up 

town so I will see you later… 

Well I’m Back 

I went to Starbucks for lunch 

because I had that coupon. And I 

found a Bistro Kit was a mini TV type 

dinner. The one I had had a lot of 

salad and a piece of dark 

chocolate. Well I guess I have to eat 

healthy once in a while. It was good! 

Oh and Yes I walked! That is two 

healthy things in the same hour! 

What is this world coming to? ☺ 

I started reading a new book. This 

one is only about 50 pages. I tell 

about it later. 

I just shut of the A/C. It is too nice 

for that and besides all the windows 

is open. It is 82° and humidly is very 

low. 

I think I will go out and fire up the 

lawn mower while there is still a little 

breeze. 

28-Aug-11 7:46am 59° 
It was a little cold sitting out there 

waiting for the restaurant to open 

this morning. After 40 minutes waiting 

for key holder I left and came home.  

I wasn’t alone. The help was 

waiting too. Sometimes you just 

decide to not wait. Today was not 

http://www.suekenney.ca/
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one of my best days for sitting and 

waiting. It was better than most 

days. I don’t like to be late for things 

and I normally do not like to wait for 

people who are normally late. Today 

I could only cope with it for 40 

minutes. I went home! 

New column 

I have been thinking about 

making my newsletter a little less 

random. My thoughts today are to 

all some regular columns.  

The first column I thought I would 

call “I would do this different.” Or 

maybe “How would I do this.” I could 

vent off some my frustrations with 

things that bug me and tell what I 

would do different or how I think I 

might run the process different. 

I think we all think we might have 

a better idea. I say “…we think we 

have better idea” because some of 

our ideas are not the best some 

times. What might be good for 

you/me might not be the best for 

everyone. 

Example: I like to go out and get 

the mail at the same time every day. 

Well I am guessing everyone else 

might like that to be the case too. 

Much as I would like that it ain’t 

going to happen. With 500 people 

for the “Postman” to deliver to 

everyday it would hard to get to 

each person at the same time every 

day. 

Some time they have flyers to 

deliver which slows them down and 

other time there is very little mail to 

pass out. And there are those days 

when every other person stops the 

mail carrier to say “Hi!” I know some 

times I have been known to talk to 

Diane or Becky a little and hold them 

up so the people after me get their 

mail later. 

As I say “Something you can’t 

change so let it go.” 

I guess I could call the column 

“What Bugs Me” and just vent it off 

into words. That would be better 

than being all stressed out because 

in most case I can’t change people 

unless they want to be changed. 
That reminds me 

If someone is doing something 

that bugs you and you don’t say 

something to them they may never 

change. Don’t assume that now it 

bugs you. Sometimes habits are not 

known by the person who has them 

because they have had them so 

long. 

If someone is not doing what you 

want and you don’t want to tell 

them then you let it go. By letting it 

go you free yourself.  

One of the questions I get from 

people all the time is “Why do they 

do that?” Sometimes I ask; “Do 

‘They’ know they are doing that?” 

At other time I hear; “They should 

know…” I ask “Why should they 

know…Did anyone ever tell them?” 

In return I get; “Well they know…” 

Meaning everyone I know had to 

learn from someone so if they are 
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doing something that you don’t 

agree with…They may not know.” 

Most people listen when you talk. 

If they don’t agree then you have to 

explain you reasoning. Maybe they 

have a better idea you haven’t 

thought of. Maybe the two of you 

can come up with a better way. 

That way both of you can win. 
Sometimes you have just let it go 

One day I was sitting on my front 

porch reading a book. Most times 

there a lot people walking by. Many 

of them are dogs walking their 

masters. 

This one time I watch the parent 

with a young child stop with their 

little dog and he crapped on my 

lawn. The little kid looked right me 

and the left. Yes they left a big dog 

doo on my grass. 

I thought to myself I could go out 

to them and ask them to clean it up. 

And tell them off how stupid they 

were and maybe get in an 

argument. We would both get all 

stressed out and may have the cops 

come and both of us would go to 

jail. 

I thought a little longer and 

thought how the parent was 

teaching the child from they’re 

example.  Example being we can 

just do this and someone else will 

take care of it. Or littering other 

people area is just fine. 

I decided to do nothing. By doing 

nothing I to was part of the problem. 

By doing nothing I was sending a 

message to the parent and the child 

it was ok to crap on my lawn. 

I could have just as easily have 

just gone out to the mess and look at 

it and shook my head in did belief 

and just looked at them and said 

nothing. 

But I did nothing and sent the 

message that I don’t really care 

what you do. 

I am glad I got that out of my 

system. I feel better now! 

29-Aug-11 8:42am 61° 
Well! I guess that it. I can’t think of 

anything else right now. 

30-Aug-11 8:40am 64° 
Is this day going to be like 

yesterday? Nothing happen 

yesterday. Well nothing that I 

wanted to write down.  

Today I got up earlier again and 

had coffee and read some of my 

book until the flies drove me out. 

Well August is fly month and it will 

be over in a couple of days. I hope 

so because flies bother me more 

than those mosquitoes do. I guess I 

can just leave there and then they 

don’t bother me. 

I think I will end this newsletter and 

start anew. 
^ 
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Calendar 
August 

 

Aug-01 Trent 
Aug-02 Pat 
Aug-07 Lidia 
Aug-07 Nathan got married 
Aug-08 The Light went on in Wriggly Field.(1988) 
Aug-08 Mikaela B 
Aug-08 Lulu 
Aug-09 Tammy B 
Aug-10 Orv P. 
Aug-14 Connie D 
Aug-15 Bill & Kim's Wedding  
Aug-15 Russ 
Aug-15 Corky M (paper birthday) 
Aug-16 Anten J 
Aug-16 Scott  
Aug-17 Uncle Bob & Aunt Macey Wedding  
Aug-17 Esther (My Mom) (1917-2001) 
Aug-17 Ronny 
Aug-17 Mickey's 
Aug-17 John Murray 
Aug-23 Mary A 
Aug-23 Taryn  
Aug-25 Betsy M 
Aug-26 John H. (3 Bro's) 
Aug-28 Alex B 
Aug-28 Dan 

September 
 
Sep-01 Bob M 
Sep-02 Amber Z 
Sep-02 Gennro  
Sep-06 Jack B 
Sep-07 Annette & Dave's Wedding  
Sep-10 Checo 
Sep-13 Denis G 
Sep-15 Corky M 
Sep-15 Anila G 
Sep-15 Ray (Anila's Customer) 
Sep-15 Mike Retired (2000) 
Sep-17 My Dad (1911-1983) 
Sep-18 Edie M 
Sep-19 International Talk Like A Pirate Day 
Sep-23 Uncle Sylvan & Rosalie Anv. 1960 
Sep-25 Uncle Harold (1914-1985 
Sep-29 Cork & Diane's M. Anv.1976 
Sep-29 Uncle Bob (1921-1964) 
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