
 
 

18th Year  Issue No. 155 

Est. 1999 Woodstock, Illinois, USA, Earth Marty Metras 

Written, Edited, and Published by Marty Metras  © 2017 Martin E. Metras 

Table of Content 
April Fools ......................................... 1 

Walked Today ................................. 2 

The Other Half ................................. 2 

I Know! .............................................. 2 

Other’s Newsletters ........................ 2 

Weather............................................ 3 

Camper Garden ............................. 4 

Family Tree ....................................... 4 

Garden ............................................. 5 

Aunt Annie’s Flowers ...................... 5 

Family Tree ....................................... 6 

Vacation Readiness ....................... 6 

Biograph ........................................... 6 

Family Tree ....................................... 7 

What Would You Do ...................... 7 

Later @*$ .......................................... 7 

Vacation .......................................... 7 

Happy Birthday Michelle! ............. 8 

Camper Lighting ............................ 8 

SPAM ................................................. 8 

MY first Tulip ..................................... 8 

Camper LEDs................................... 8 

April 23rd? ......................................... 9 

Family Tree ....................................... 9 

Family Tree ....................................... 9 

Camper ............................................ 9 

The Square ..................................... 10 

 

2-Apr-17 10:08am @*$ 50ᴼ 

April Fools 

Well we have April Fool’s Day out of the way. I 

know of only person that got fooled yesterday, 

Jeremy. 

They had a surprise party for him. He didn’t 

know! The party did not start until noon and no 

Jeremy. Tammy called a few times, but he had 

his phone turned off. Cork text him and nothing.  

Finally, Tammy got him and told him it was 

dark and said they need him to fix the lights. He 

parked in front and came in to see if there was 

an electrical problem. When I first saw him, he 

had all his tools and was ready to go to work. 

That is when he saw a hundred or so of his friends 

& family. 

You knew he did not know. He looked scared! 

I thought a tear. After he pulled himself together 

we sang Happy Birthday. I think we all had a 

good time. I did! 

I can’t say Happy Birthday to Jeremy yet. His 

birthday is until the 14th. April Fools Jeremy! 
 

Me and my Fools Hat! 
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Walked Today 
Today I decided it was April 50ᴼ and I need to 

start getting in shape again. It is kind of a spring 

cleaning thing. So, I walked today. No, it is not a 

790km walk but it is a start by walking up here. 

Google says it is ½ mile. My legs are sore! 

I remember the last time I sat around doing 

nothing for a while this happened for the first few 

trips. I had forgotten that. My legs told me today. 

When I got up here it was as far as I wanted to 

walk. I will get over it. I still must still walk home. 

Unless you come and give me a ride home. 😊 

The Other Half 

Yesterday I noticed the sun was shining and I 

needed to get off the computer and go do 

something. I went outside to go the Dairy 

Queen. I never got there! 

I remembered how much work I had when I 

was washing the Camper a couple week back 

when the hose broke. Yesterday I decided to 

get the new hose out and see how it worked. I 

laid it there and it didn’t do anything. I thought I 

would push it! 😊 

I bought a 120-foot hose. It reaches all the 

way to the back corned of the yards. No more 

hooking two or three hoses together to water my 

garden. The old hose would have two more 

splices in it. It will go into the trash! 

After getting the Camper turned around and 

moving the car I unrolled the new hose and tried 

getting it straight. I got the ladder, buck, soap, 

and brush out because the driver side didn’t get 

touched the last time. 

The top of the thing had all kinds of black tree 

scum on it. I remember the other side was the 

same way. I thought it was mold. I decided it 

was moss. Yup, I haven’t given it a good 

cleaning it a long time. 

I thought it was just scum but after I looked at 

it, it looked more like mold and some of it was 

the color of then moss I planter in my Terrarium. It 

is a pain to clean it off the fiberglass roof.  

I got a good start and keep thinking I need to 

scrub harder. I could not because I was not too 

stable on the wobbly ladder. I just scrubbed and 

scrubbed.  Then I remembered it was mold I 

might try “Wet & Forget I” I use that on the siding 

on the siding on the house to kill the mold. That 

stuff works great. After I got wore out I put that 

on the side of the roof to see what happened. I 

will check when I get back home from here. 

I see they make “Wet & Forget” for the 

bathroom too. I’ll have to try it. “Wet & Forget 

you spray on the mold on the wall and forget it. 

Really it works. I used it five years ago on then 

siding of the house. I am just now starting to see 

some mold. It says it gets rid of moss too. I may 

mix up a new batch and see what happens. I 

may have to buy new bottle. I don’t know what 

the shelf life of it is. I think I have had this for 5 

years. 

Sitting here is making my butt sore. Maybe I 

should walk home and have my ankles get sore. 

I’m out of here! 

I Know! 

I was going home but I needed to check out 

Facebook first. I saw this on “American Pilgrims 

on the Camino (APOC)” page. I thought you 

might like to read it. 

 
Now I can go home! 

4-Apr-17 12:55pm @home 39⁰ 
3 days exercising now.! I am still sticking with it. 

Other’s Newsletters 

I have forgotten about Marvin. He has been 

on the Queen Mary II for 92 days now. I get 

emails from him. It is a newsletter! I will start 

publishing it for you. 

Friends All, 

Spent a warm, sunny day in Hong Kong.  Besides going 

to the top of Victoria Peak and taking a selfie (Deja vu) I 

was able to go to Aberdeen, a suburb of Hong Kong.  

There I rode in a sampan and sailed along side boat 

people, fancy yachts, etc.  This area is one of the 

wealthiest parts of Hong Kong.  All of the attached 

photos are of this area. 



 

 
 

3 

Since the beautiful day in Hong Kong we have had only 

one other sun day.  The weather continues to be cloudy 

and cool.  As we near Singapore I am in hopes of better 

weather.  The weather on this cruise has been less than 

desirable. 

On this cruise, since leaving Southhampton, 13,000 - 

14,000 passengers have embarked or disembarked the 

ocean liner.  I was informed that 20,000 will have been a 

part of this cruise before it ends in Southhampton.  No, I 

didn't meet them all. 

I have been informed that the laundry can be a scary 

place.Normally it is the place where you will hear about 
all the "goings on" on the ship.  Apparently it can also be 

a war zone.  Supposedly, a disgruntled launderer put a 

chocolate bar in the dryer of clothes of someone that 

the individual was unhappy with.  Personally, I don't think 

this happened.  However, I have heard the same story 

from a few others on board.  There must be some truth 

to this.  I still doubt the story. 

Today is the 92nd day of the voyage, but who's 

counting?  I should be home on May 8th. 

My pain is less.  I should be able to live with it until I get 

home. 

God bless! 

Fr. Marv 

P.S.  Hopefully some e mails in my outbox will be sent in 

Laem Chabang, Thailand. Rcvd:4/4/17 

 

I should go shopping now. Maybe, I will go to 

Aunt Annie’s instead. It all depends where the 

car takes me. Hmmm. 

6-Apr-17 10:27am @EWT 41ᴼ 
Well, I didn’t go shopping or go to Aunt 

Annie’s yesterday. I went in and messed with the 

computer instead. I was thinking about the 

Family Tree.  

I am trying to get the pictures to show up 

without doing it manually. Manually works fine, 

but… What if someone wants a different picture 

or a new person is born. I will have to do a mess 

of things manually to get it to work and look ok. I 

am still thinking on making is semiautomatic. I 

want it so I can just plug in the new person and 

point to the picture. 

Later I can have the pictures in the Family 

Tree without being a link. That will require using a 

lot of space in the database. I would like it to just 

point to the picture and have it print it out as 

needed. I have that working manually now. I just 

must add the links. 

Once I have a couple pages of the manual 

version working I will look at automating it. I is 

going to take a while but I just to figure out the 

process and thing it is just time to get the first 

version working. Then I can go in and automate 

it. It is a little tricky! 

Weather 

The weather is getting better so I may have to 

go and work on the garden or work on other 

outside projects. I still should get the Camper in 

for an oil change. Maybe charge the A/C, and 

get it ready so I can go some where’s in a 

moment notice. When I am ready, I am out of 

here. My first though it when Michelle comes 

back from Vacation on the 23rd. That means 

May first I will be out of here. 

If I plant the garden before then the weather 

gods can keep it watered while I am away. The 

weeds and the vegetables can fight for the 

resources. I can break up the fight when I return.  

I must eat lunch first. And maybe go see Aunt 

Annie and/or go shopping! 

7-Apr-17 6:54am @home 34⁰ 
Hey, did you know that Radio Shack in Crystal 

Lake has closed?  I went there yesterday to get 

a fuse for my DVM and the store is empty! It was 

a fuse I use on my digital volt meter that protects 

it when I forget to take it off ohms and try to 

measure voltage. It saves me by blowing. It is 

only a 0.315-amp fuse and hard to find. Anyway, 

I went online and ordered it and I see they must 

be closing a bunch for Radio Shack stores. 

I bought my first, 2nd, 3rd and may fourth 

computer from the Crystal Lake store. The first 

one was in 1978. Yup, 40 years ago. I bought a 

lot of electronics from the Crystal Lake too. That 

was long before I knew about computers.  

Yes, I have always been a Techie. I remember 

built a CB radio when we lived on the farm. That 

was in the 1960’s. Maybe it time for me to 

change a little. 

Yesterday I spent working on internet 

problems. I didn’t have any at home. It was just 

this computer. My other one was working. It was 
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funny because when I pinned down the 

problem I could get outside to the internet. But 

for a while my little laptop could get the internet. 

It is funny because they both use the same Wi-Fi! 

After I rebooted AT&T’s modem all was fine. I 

have no idea how the small laptop was working 

and this one wasn’t. Anyway, things are working 

now! Mystery! 

Camper Garden 

Ok, I am up here now. I was thinking about 

gardening and most likely will be on the road 

somewhere with my Camper. I decide to look at 

house Camper plants. After looking on the 

internet I see it is much the same for mobile 

plants as house plants. The big differences are 

size. I don’t think I want a tree in the corner of 

the camper but in the house, it might be a do 

able thing. 

So, for a garden while on the road, I found a 

YouTube video the shows a guy the built a green 

house in the cargo deck. Thought he didn’t do a 

very good job the video but he gave me an 

idea. 

I used to have a garden in my pickup. Why 

not hanging it off the back of the Camper? The 

cargo deck will support 500 pounds. The weight 

is not an issue. I could build a box for the deck 

and a frame for the glazing. I could use budgie 

cords to hold them on or even bolt them. I would 

need it to open to let the heat out. On the 

Pickup both ends were open so it never got too 

hot. 

I could make it so the sides were doors so I 

could play in the dirt. I think I need another 

project. Well, don’t I? 

I could have fresh food while traveling across 

the USA. Aha, I need a sign on it. I could put my 

“MRT” logo on the side. Marty’s Random…What 

would the “T” be TruckFarm. Truckfarm is now 

one word! MRTF Maybe MRTf. 😊 

I got go! 

9-Apr-17 11:13am @*$ 66ᴼ  
Why am I sitting at Starbucks? It’s 66ᴼ out 

there. I will finish my drink and then I am out of 

here. 

I need to plant some garden today. Garlic is 

growing in my window in the kitchen. I needed 

to be planted. I can plant some radishes today 

too. They don’t have to wait for warmer 

weather. 

I could work on getting the crud washed on 

the Camper too. No, I did not finish that yet! The 

crud was stuck tight to the roof and hard to 

remove! I may get it off today. I don’t happen 

while I am sitting here. But I needed to come up 

here. 

What else could I do outside today. I bought 

a few bags or potting soil Friday. I could plant 

some pot. 😊 Maybe with the law changing I 

could plant some Pot. I wander where I might 

get some seed? Maybe I’ll wait until it gets 

warmer for that. 

I could plant some Peas while it is cold. I 

wonder what else. I need to plant things I can 

forget because I will be out of here next month. 

Maybe June too.  The garden will need to be 

self-sustaining. Much the same as I am most of 

the time. The rain will do the watering and the 

weeds will have to behave their self. Well sitting 

here is doing nothing to help any of this happen. 

I best get going! 

12-Apr-17 8:16am @*$ 40ᴼ 

Family Tree 

I have been working on the Metras Family 

Tree.  Have found many interest thing in it. That I 

will not go into just yet. I have it in a database 

from Mon & Dad to the year 2011 when it was 

Dad’s 100th birthday. I am trying to update it 

after that but am not getting fast feedback to 

my queries for I have been send my request to 

the Metras 7 thinking they know about their kids 

and grand kid. I may be mistaken. 

I think I should just get address or email 

address and send them directly to then myself. 

Maybe I am just in too big of a hurry. 

I just need to enter each new person in my 

database and mark them as a spouse or child 

and who they belong. It sounds simple but it isn’t 

quite that easy. I noticed the way I did it 5 years 

ago I did not put the Spouse in as a person. I 

need to change that. Also, If the child never 

married they do not become a person. 

Therefore, neither of them has an ID I can link 

back to easily. Oh yes, it works but is hard to 
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adjust for Divorces or children for common law 

spouses.  I know how to do this now but it takes 

time to setup. 

The other thing I see I need to fix is how it 

looks. The Family Tree report is hard to read. I 

can read it but if someone just wants to do a 

quick look to see where they came from, it takes 

too long to read. I need to fix that. I know that 

Dad & Mom are ID # 194 and us kids are #351, 

352, 353, etc. It is easy for me because That is 

where I started. There are many more people in 

the master family tree book. It goes back to 

1702. Yes, and there are a couple of people 

before that dates. The master list is what I used to 

get started 6 years ago. It is a copy of a copy of 

a copy with White-out and smudges all through 

it. I need to enter it into my database. But first I 

need to make it work easily. 

The Master does not have any pictures in it. I 

have many pictures I could put into it. The 

Master had many biographs. I want to do that 

too. 

I downloaded a few sample programs to 

help. A couple are too expensive. Some are way 

too simple for what I want. The one I like has no 

way to easily import my data into to it. And they 

want too much for the pro version. It doesn’t 

look like I will be able to import my data into it 

any way. 

For now, I will just keep plugging away with 

what I can do. Hey Kids, send me you kid’s 

information! 

Garden 

I did get some garden planted last weekend. 

I planted Garlic, Peas, Carrots, and Radishes. I 

tour tops on my chicken-wire cages. Now I can 

raise chickens and keep the squirrel out of my 

garden. Moved the compost and looked at the 

camper but did not finish cleaning it! 

Looks like another nice day coming. I may get 

some more done. Or, Not! 😊 

Aunt Annie’s Flowers 

 
I saw these flowers when I left Aunt Annie's 

13-Ape-17 1:45pm @EWT 55ᴼ 
Anyone want a Starling? Michelle has one 

here in the Gym. He flew into the window and 

knocked himself out. I thought we had a visitor 

when I came into the building and heard the 

noise. Right now, I think he is just stunned. I’ll 

check him out in a while. 

I have been updating my antivirus software 

and wanted to make sure the laptop was 

working. The bird can wait! 

The bird doesn’t look so good. Michelle took 

him outside into the grass to rest. It he isn’t too 

bad he will recover. We’ll see how he goes. 

15-Apr-17 8:18am @*$ 65ᴼ 
It is going to be a fine day. It is already 65ᴼ. 

I am sorry to say the Starling did not survive. 

Enough of that. 

Michelle is somewhere up in Minnesota with 

her husband fishing for a week. Don’t feel sorry 

for her, she like fishing. 

1957 was the last time I remember going 

fishing. I spent a couple weeks in the summer 

with Aunt Betty and Uncle Harold.  When 

younger, I went with Dad. Fishing isn’t for me. 

There are a lot of different people in here 

today. They must be visiting for Easter. 

Kellie is back working at our Starbucks. She left 

to go somewhere else and came back. I will 

have to find out more on this when she has some 

time to talk. She is one of those people that 

smiles and visit while she is taking you order 

without slowing her down.  
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Family Tree 

I have not received any new information 

since talked before. Maybe I should look up to 

see if there is a way to motivate people.  To me 

it is neat to know a little about your assisters. 

Maybe you have a banker in the past that could 

have left you a million bucks. Maybe someone 

was famous. Maybe they farm the land you live. 

You do know where you house sits was open 

land a long time ago. 

Having a biograph of people from your past 

can tell you a little about why you are who you 

are and what you do. We learn from the people 

we are around. In most cases this is family. You 

are you your mother & father. Now that I am 70 I 

see a lot of what I do is kind of like what Mom & 

Dad did. Dad was a builder, a farmer, and 

worked as truck driver, and for the maintenance 

department at the Auto-Lite. Mom didn’t work 

much out of the house as she raised seven kids. 

She was always sewing or doing crafts. Mom was 

also a writer of poetry.  

I fix things, grow a garden, write, craft things, 

and like traveling. I am like both of my parents. 

As for Mom’s & Dad’s parent I think Dad’s, dad 

was a fruit farmer. Mom’s dad was a black smith. 

I think both of their mothers stayed at home 

raising the kids. Mom had 5 brother & sisters. 

Dad’s had eleven siblings. Back in those days the 

mother stayed home. Times have changed! 

Here is the first entry I have in the “Metras” 

family tree: 

  
 The next entry has the date is the 1702! 

I wasn’t smart I scanned the “Metras” family 

tree. It is hard to get parts of it in this newsletter 

from Starbucks. I remember trying to convert it to 

a text document with no luck. The family tree 

was created in it 1960’s and they type it. It is full 

of typing mistakes where they used white-out 

and it is a copy of a copy of a copy. It is quite 

hard to convert to a user-friendly document. 

I need to work or this or re-enter all 84 pages. I 

don’t want to do that because of the mistakes I 

make while typing. Maybe someone is better 

than me could do this? How about you? 😊 

I will insert one of the Biograph when I get 

home. 

Vacation Readiness 

I had the oil change on the Camper. I think I 

should get the A/C charged and file the LP gas 

tank. Michelle will only be vacation until the 24th. 

No, that is just the latest reason I am using for not 

going anywhere.  The Camper needs to be 

checked out so I can go with some piece of 

mind. Remember the trip to California four years 

ago. I cost me $2,500.00 to keep it going. I never 

got stranded but it was a pain with all the 

problems I had. I only fixed what I had to keep it 

going. It was a fun drive, wasn’t Cork? 

I need to go home and finishing washing the 

driver side. No, I didn’t do that yet. Besides, it is 

getting too noisy in here!  

I was looking for some Clip-Art of my Camper 

for my up-coming vacation and I found most of 

it was for the VW Camp Mobile. I did see that my 

front seat should turn around and face the back. 

I am sure that might make it hard to drive that 

way. Maybe I should look at the features my 

Camper offers. I am always finding thing I have 

missed. 

Biograph 

Here it that Bio for the old part of the Family 

Tree: 

 
This is interesting. His name to fame was that 

he was the youngest caption in the US Army. I 

also see our name was spelled “Matrau” back 

then. In 1702, it was “Metra” 

Here is the first time I find it spelled “Metras” s I 

do today. 

 
It must be the French influence. 
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What I have shown you is clean and easy to 

convert back into text. Here is what a lot of it 

looks like. 

  
I can read this but it is hard to work with so 

needs to be re-typed 

17-Apr-17 7:57am @*$ 53ᴼ 
Hope all of you had a nice Easter. We are well 

into spring now. It is time to start our gardens and 

then watch things grow. 

Family Tree 

I am going to get back to the Family Tree in a 

few minutes. I have these ideas and been to 

start to work with them. Even if the idea does not 

work out I need to try. The database part I have 

been using is working fine. I just must get the 

report to work with the biograph and pictures. I 

kind know how I want it to look I just need to 

make it work. The Family Tree report must be 

able to read by people not just me. The last one 

I did was basically a copy of what someone else 

did and I duplicated the way they did it. It is 

hard to read. I want to make it simpler to read. 

I only need to make minor changes to the 

database that holds the names and 

relationships. That part is what I do. The report is 

a little tricky. Ok I should get back in it for a while 

18-Apr-17 8:16am @ home 51⁰ 
I am still working on the Metras Family Tree. It is 

slow going but it will come together once I get 

information for the missing family. 

As I write I still do not have information on Josh's, 

Melvin's and Amber's family. Please forward it to 

me if you have any information. 

While working on the family tree I see we can 

get our DNA tested. They let us know about 

where we came from and things we might like. 

A friend of mine hat his tested and there even 

told him that he tends to like coffee because it 

shows in his genes. I wonder what mine might 

show! 

He went on and on about all kinds of things he 

learned about what his DNA was showing. I 

didn't remember much of it but it was interesting 

at the time. 

He said he remembered paying around $250.00 

at the time. I found it is less than $100.00 now. 

Here are the links to the "5 best..." if you are 

interested. I might try it for $79.00! "5 Best" DNA 

Testing Companies 

I would like to know if I tend to like Ice Cream, 

Cheese, Beans, Hotdogs and all the other 

unhealthily diet foods! I may try it. Maybe I will 

even find I like alcohol. 

20-Apt-17 5:50am @home 47⁰ 
What Would You Do 

I February I bought through Amazon.com 

which came from China. It stopped working for 

me about a month ago and sent them an email 

asking if I could fix it. The next day the replied 

and they would send me a new one. I replied 

asking what about the old one. They said don’t 

send it back. 

Yesterday I received a box from Amazon. 

When I opened it up I found three of them in the 

box. One isn’t working and might just be a dead 

battery. The other two seem to be working just 

fine. I will check them out later today. 

What would You do? 

Later @*$ 

I got my workout out of the way. I don’t think 

Lucia needs my help for anything. I may not go 

back to the Gym. Oh, Lucia is teaching while 

Michelle in on vacation.  

Vacation 

I still should get the A/C Checked out on the 

Camper. Hopefully it only needs to be filled. I 

must have the anti-freeze flushed out of the 

system too. Well, since it was put in there three 

years ago, maybe check for leaks and flush out 

the main tank a few times too. 

Packing will come after that is completed. 

Maybe by then I may have an idea where I 

might go. I may work of some of the states. I 

http://www.top10bestdnatesting.com/?utm_source=google&kw=dna%20testing&c=171043024682&t=search&p=&m=e&adpos=1t3&dev=c&devmod=&mobval=0&network=g&campaignid=718013754&adgroupid=37342337997&targetid=kwd-29351531&interest=&physical=9021773&feedid=&a=7003&ts=&gclid=CIX9q4WIrtMCFRq4wAodg1AJsA
http://www.top10bestdnatesting.com/?utm_source=google&kw=dna%20testing&c=171043024682&t=search&p=&m=e&adpos=1t3&dev=c&devmod=&mobval=0&network=g&campaignid=718013754&adgroupid=37342337997&targetid=kwd-29351531&interest=&physical=9021773&feedid=&a=7003&ts=&gclid=CIX9q4WIrtMCFRq4wAodg1AJsA
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haven’t decided to hit all 48 as I have been 

telling you. Maybe I’ll go to Sedona and sit on a 

mountain for a week or so. On the way there, I 

could stop in MO and KA. On the way back from 

AZ, I could go to ND and MI. I should stop in NM. 

Mike & Petra should be there next month. You 

know this could all change before I head out of 

town. 😊 

Back to the family tree stuff. 

21-Apr-17 7:56am @*$ 40ᴼ 

Happy Birthday Michelle! 

What happened? I used to wish everybody a 

Happy Birthday. I guess times changes. 

Camper Lighting 

I changed all the light bulbs in the inside of 

the Camper to LED yesterday.  With all then 

turned on they use less than half the power than 

any one bulb before. Now I can run the furnace 

longer on those cold nights. 

 22-Apr-17 7:46am @*$ 41ᴼ 

SPAM 

It is nice and sunny this morning. I decided to 

attack SPAM this morning on this laptop. I have 

been adding filters for a month or more and it is 

seeming to me it is still not catching enough. I 

downloaded the SPAMfighter app to see if it 

might help. It is free for 10 days then $29.95 a 

year for the Pro version. If I see results I may pay 

for it. I get so much SPAM!  

There are 1360 email address marked as 

SPAM on this laptop. Not too long ago I deleted 

the list and started over. It is a pain to try to keep 

up with this manually. I decided to investigate a 

commercial app.  SPAMFighter seem to be the 

best rated. We’ll see how it does. 

 

MY first Tulip 

 

Camper LEDs 

I have one more LED to install on the inside of 

the Camper. The bulb over the stove is giving me 

problems. I will try again before I think about 

taking it apart to get in there. It may just be 

those bulbs I bought. I bought a package of 

them and I think they might have been the 

wrong type. The package say for marker lights. I 

went to Farm & Fleet yesterday with an old bulb. 

I looks like a #921 so I bought a package. I paid 

as much for the bulbs at F&F as I did for 18 at 

Amazon. 

It may be that the bulbs I got at Amazon were 

#168s that are just a little different and smaller. 

They sure pushed in hard in the back-lamp 

sockets. The same socket is in front with the F&F 

bulbs installed easily. That is why I think I might 

have bought the wrong type. I will be more 

careful when I order some more today.  

Funny, they could be #74, #194, #168, or 

even #24. I think they are a #921! 

These bulbs should plug in to the same 

sockets. The different number are the brightness. 

I need the a bright one for over the stove. A 
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#921 used for a backup light would work best. 

1000 lumens at 6000K. A 45-watt bulb is 450 

lumens and 6000k is very white! It should work to 

see my food. Four of the is only $14.95. I can use 

the other one on the marker lamps on the van 

as needed. 

I am only changing the inside bulbs for now. 

The outside lights are only on when the engine is 

running. Hence the power is coming from the 

alternator and not for the house battery. They 

are ordered now! They say I will have them on 

Monday. We’ll see! 

Now the A/C needs to be charged. And the 

water lines need to be flushed. 

23-Apr-17 7:25am @*$ 41ᴼ 

April 23rd? 

What is April 23rd? For some reason, it jumped 

out at me. I guess I best look it up and see what 

it is! 

In 2008 I was in Cayucos CA and Paso Robles 

on vacation. That isn’t it! No birthdays listed so 

that can be it. Hmmm! I wonder why April 23 

jumps out. I left the Auto-Lite on Apr 30th. When 

did I go to Spain the first time? 

Marty’s Random Thoughts Volume 7 issue 4a 

ends before the 22rd and the next one starts on 

the 24th.  I can find any thin out in 2007. Maybe 

this is it. In MRT Issue #33 it says; “I got to touch 

the Pacific Ocean for the first time!” I spent that 

day on the Beach with Mike & Petra. I don’t think 

that was it. 

In 2009 Issue #54 is says I got an HDTV 

antenna. That isn’t it! 2010, 2011, and in 2012 I 

was thinking about packing for my trip to Spain. 

Let’s see…2013, April 23rd was a normal day. 

2014, 2015, and 2016 April 23rd was Earth Day so 

there is nothing! It is harder to look back much 

before that but I’ll try. 

I looked through the first few issues from 1999 

to 2006 and found no April 23th in them. This will 

bug me all day so I am going to move on and 

try to forget it. It will come to me…Wait. October 

23 is Anette’s birthday maybe today is her son’s 

birthday April 23rd maybe? Nope, May 23rd. 

Bummer! No, not his birthday. What is April 

23rd????????????????? 

Family Tree 

Marie has been helping me get data I need 

to get it up to date. I found out the Sam has re-

married and has another child. Hey, I could grab 

all those dates in the family tree and see if April 

23rd is in there. 😊 

We have dates for birth, death, marriages, 

divorces I could set them up in a calendar. I 

think that would make a great calendar.  You 

do know I am a database guy. Don’t you? 

This will take a while longer to do 

27-Apr-17 8:09am @*$ 43ᴼ 
Little rain last night. I haven’t heard how the 

farmers are doing with the rain. I haven’t been 

out of town therefore, I have not seen the fields 

either. Wait, I was out of town the other day but I 

was in a convertible. You don’t look at farm 

fields while you are in a convertible. Well, do 

you! 

Family Tree 

I have been working on the database for the 

Family tree. I am thinking the reporting of the 

data will be what I will be changing. The 

database part will stay pretty much the same. 

I still need the name and other information 

from those 6 new members that were born since 

2011. I received some of the data from Marie. 

She can’t help much if you don’t help. I know a 

lot of you don’t read this newsletter but I still 

need information form Josh, Melvin, Amber, and 

I guess Sam too. I just have to wait. Maybe they 

don’t know they have kid and spouse. 😊 

How do you get people to respond! 😐 

Camper 

I have all the lights inside the Camper 

changed to LEDs. With all of them turned on, the 

power draw is less than half of just one turned on 

before I changed them. I will be able to run the 

furnace just a little longer before I start getting 

cold 

The next project should be solar panels. The 

price of then has come down to the point where 

there are affordable. I can get a nice portable 

solar charges system for less than six hundred 

dollars. It would save a lot of gas over running a 
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generator. The $600 is like paying for what you 

be using for the next 25 years. 

I have talked about Solar Panels for the house 

before. But don’t have enough sun for that. Well 

unless Bob moves his house. 😊 

If I camp more I can save that $600 vary 

quickly. I don’t think I want to go with portable. It 

would mean I would have to set it up every time 

I stopped. I need to check out prices on one 

that would be installed on the Camper. I am not 

sure how big it needs to be yet. It should be big 

enough to do the job but small enough I can 

install it on the roof. 

Oh, I must go I have an appointment in a few 

minutes. Bye! 

The Square 

Spring is here. The trees on The Square were 

showing off at noon even though the sky was 

overcast. It was cold, damp, and I wasn’t 

dressed for that. I still found to take a couple 

pictures. 

 
A site to behold! 

 

 
The Square can be nice place to look at!  
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