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1-Oct-17 9:58pm Almost St. Louis
Ok, I forgot some things! I went and saw Aunt
Annie and after a long process thinking I might
not leave on my vacation I decided to go
anyway. Aunt Annie was ok with that. I had
been taking on getting out of Woodstock for a
very, very long time. It was time.
After stopping at Town & Country for lunch I
hit the road around two o’clock. I have been
driving most of the last eight hours. I did stop for
a break around six for an hour or so. But here I
am.

Forgotten
Things I picked up since I left home. Eye drops,
my eyes lids were so dry I could hear them scrap
my eye balls. They are fine now.
I bought a new 12-volt USB adapter. The one I
had been using is the same one I used when I
went to get those Kettlebells in July. I think I
might have paid only $3.50 for it. This one is what
I needed. It works great, but I had to put out
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$35.00 got it. It charges the phone licked-split.
No more blaming the cheap cables, for now.
I had set out my Blender-Bottles® to bring
along. There are not here with me. So, I went to
Wal-Mart and got two. Where did I put them? …
Oh, here they are. 😊
I stopped at McDonald for a cup of coffee. It
is wearing off, so I stopped in this rest area for a
few hours of sleep. Tomorrow I can start drinking
Spark® now that I have those new Blender
Bottles®.
I will check the September issue before I get
some sleep. I need a little more time yet. I don’t
have to prop my eye open quit yet. It will give
this laptop a little time to charge.
Good-Night

2-Oct-17 9:30am Inside Camper 73ᴼ
Didn’t sleep well last night. Normally in the
Camper I sleep like a log. I woke up every
couple of hours. Maybe that why I slept so late
this morning. Waking up at 8:30 is like the middle
of the afternoon for me. In any case I feel rested
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and ready to find some breakfast. Does anyone
have a place to suggest? Just kidding. I will have
some place to jump out in from of the Camper
and say; “Stop here Marty!” Most of the time
those kinds of places work for me.
I am just north of St Louis on in a rest area on I55. The traffic has been very heavy all night.
Maybe that what kept waking me up. I normally
sleep through most noises. Maybe it is just the first
night thing.
Let’s see how far I can get today. Wait I need
to fine Route 66 again. It was getting dark and
boring yesterday, so I found the Interstate. I say
Boring because I saw little of the traveler’s traps.
With it being Sunday the few I saw were closed.
I got to go because the battery did not get
charged yet.
Bye
10:16pm Near Oklahoma City 81ᴼ

Aunt Annie
I received a call that Aunt Annie died to
night. She will be missed. More details later.

Trip to Mikes
I was on the road too long today. The call
about Aunt Annie’s passing didn’t help either.
The GPS says there is 591 miles to Santa Fe that is
about 8-1/2 hours. I should get there tomorrow. I
am going to get some sleep now, as I am driven
out and tired!

Today was fun. Credit card got locked, Phone
maxed out, and the driver’s window stuck down
then it rained on me. I called the Credit Card
people and got that fixed. I called the Phone
guys and upped me service. I got the windows
UP. Will check it out tomorrow. And it stopped
raining. Life is good.
This along with getting sleepy at the wheel let
me stay here for the night.

4-Oct-17 7:39amCT Clines Corners NM
61ᴼ
Good Morning. I am sitting here in the
restaurant that has not opened yet. The truck
drivers said that they it opens at seven. No one
seems to know what’s up. I guess if I want
breakfast before I hit the road I will have to wait.
One guy just left, frustrated I guess. I don’t think it
was to get some fresh air as it is raining out there.

Aunt Annie
Aunt Annie pass away Tuesday. She was a
great person. Her body just could not keep up
any more.
I talked to her a for a while on Saturday and
she was oh with me taking this road trip. She
knew it had been years in the making. I am
going to miss the services and I will also miss her.
Aunt Annie has always been “Mom 2” to me.
Good bye Aunt Annie (1930-2017)

3-Oct-17 8:07am near Oklahoma City
Do you know OK has turn pikes and not Toll
ways? They are different. You pay half and there
are almost no exits. They pay you a refund to get
off and you pay extra to get back on. I had
forgotten that! Then parts are a construction
zone and you can go 60 MPH and it is only one
lane of traffic with only inches on your sides. 😐
And it was dark outside too! Last night was fun. I
survived to have a better night’s sleep and I
have more turn pike to drive down.
Yesterday was a drive day. No sightseeing for
me. Today should be the same. Santa Fe is still 81/2 hours away. I best get going!
10:46pmCT Clines Corners NM 73ᴼ
Wait it is only 9:46pm now. Time zone change.
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Aunt Annie Christmas Eve 2016

10:50pmCT @ Mike & Petra’s 65ᴼ
I arrived here around 10:00am. Both Mike &
Petra had somewhere they had to be, so I had
time to work on the window of the Camper.

Driver’s Window
I took the door panel and other things I had to
get inside to try and figure out what was wrong. I
found a couple of thing that I think I got fixed.
I found a bare wire that I taped up. It also
looked there was some sharp edges where to
wires were going through. I put tape o that to
soften up the edges. The plug looked a little
weak, so I looked at the wire harness. I saw that
it was quit long and might be difficult and
expensive to replace.
I put the parts back to gather and give the
plug a shot of “WD-40” and crossed my fingers. It
is ok to spray a little “WD-40” on the plug to help
it slid to gather easier. I got it ready and turned
on the switch. It worked! I could not make it fail.
This is a good thing and a bad thing. The bad
part is that is going to be expensive and difficult
to fix when it fails the next time. The good part is
it works now, and it is still working 😊 Job done for
now!

Break Time
Mike, Petra, and I went to “The Tea House and
had some tea. After returning We’ll watch some
of the video’s they created about their walks.
Nice jobs!
Mike has another book, “Wandering East
Africa, Ethiopia, and Israel”. I must check it out.
But not tonight. I am tired!
Good night

5-Oct-17 9:33amCT Santa Fe
This morning starts off well. Petra has been
telling me I could stay in the big house and I
have been declining. This morning I decided to
take a shower there. Using the shower in my
Camper is too messy. So, I walked over unlocked
it and turned off the alarm and found the
shower.
The bathroom with the shower is about the
size of my whole Camper. Kate the owner is in
Europe and Mike and Petra are watching the
house for her. She told them that we could say
here while I was visiting. Marie, you don’t know

what you are missing! Kate is an artist and must
love to read. There are many book shelves filled
with books and there is a lot of nice stuff.
Anyway, I took my shower and after drying off
I could not find my clean clothes. I looked
around I had left them in the Camper. I thought
about going to the Camper and grabbing them
in the buff. You know event thought I am in a
secluded spot I wasn’t going to do that. 😐
After I got dressed I thought about checking
out Kate’s Wi-Fi. Mike & Petra said it was much
stronger than theirs in the guest house. I thought
theirs was fine for me. Well, I must have the
wrong password because I cannot get
connected. I will have to check with Petra to
make sure I have the correct password. It is
sixteen characters long and I could have easily
copied it wrong.
Not having a good internet connection
makes it hard to post the last issue. Wait…I
posted it yesterday! I just must send out the
email to you, so you know it is out there. In a few
minutes, I will head up to the guest house and
check on this password and get my Mike’s Wi-Fi.
I need to get my hat or comb my hair. I think
wearing a hat is easier. You need a hat in Stata
Fe. If not for the sun, then the rain. It has been
raining off and on. And I need to drink more
water…oh, there is some!
I should check on Mike & Petra now. Bye

8:44pmCT Santa Fe NM
Here it is the end of day two at Mike’s &
Petra’s. I thought I might start heading beck on
Sunday. I want to be home before the 15th of
October. That is the day of the Care-4 Breast
Cancer 5K Run/Walk. I want to stop and say to
Marcia & Edie in Kansas. Then swing over to
Missouri and see my old boss Steve. And if time
permits go to Iowa and see Steve & Wally in
Iowa.
Mike and I walked around down town Santa
Fe today. My legs started to give in from the
walking. I think it might because I am more than
7,000 feet above sea level. If you are flying an
airplane you need oxygen at 10,000 feet. I am
only 3,000 feet short of that. My body in not use
to that. I need a few weeks to get used to it.
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Tonight, we went to an India’s restaurant. I
ate what was called a “Paper Doge”, I think. It
was good!
I am tired and need a little rest. Wait, how far
is Marcia’s & Dan’s? GPS says about 8-1/2 Hours,
540 miles. Maybe a day and a half to Steve,
from here…Wait, I’m tires. Tomorrow!

6-Oct-17 8:24am CT Santa Fe 57ᴼ
Cold!
Yes, it is a little cool in here. I could have been
sleeping in the big house but that would be
unconformable for me and I am camping.
I turned on the heater this morning to take the
chill out of the air. Alas it is just pumping cold air.
The furnace has not been working for a long
time. When I have it in for service it works. They
can’t fix it if is it is still working. I checked it out
and I cannot make it work for me. For now, I will
just wait, and have it replaced when I can. I am
only a little cold. 😐

Aunt Annie
Aunt Annie has passed, and I will miss her. In
the past, she would pick me up and we would
go out to eat. Marge would go with us on
Sundays and she would always puck me up on
Saturdays to have lunch with the family. We
would catch up with what was going on. In the
later years, she had to use a walker but still
drove. She would always pickup someone who
needed a ride and they would help her get the
walker out of the trunk. When she couldn’t walk
very well I would drive from time to time.
After her time at Crossroads she did not walk
any more I would give her rides when I could.
Being I had freedom with my work hours I be
right there if she need a ride. I would go to
Walden Oaks where she was living and just visit
from time to time. She would be watching her
game shows and we would watch together.
Aunt Annie would talk about her week telling me
about the people who came to see her and the
people who did not.
Aunt Annie was always around when I was
younger. I always referred to here as “Mom-2”.
At time I even called here “Mom”.
She died on Monday evening. I had visited
with her on Friday and could tell she was not
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going to last much longer. I told her about me
leaving to see Mike & Petra on Sunday. She was
ok with that. Sunday morning, I stopped by to
say “Good-Bye” and I could tell she had little
time left. She was not very responsive. The nurse
told me that they had called Jim & Cathy.
Before they got there, I had let Aunt Annie know
my feelings.
I struggled about leaving but I think she
understood.
I will miss you Aunt Annie! ☹

Furnace Repair
My fingers are cold. I think I need to go to the
big house and use the Wi-Fi and search for a RV
service center. My holding tanks are getting full
and my supplies are getting empty. I need to
take care of that.
I plan to start heading back home on Sunday
and may be able to wait for a couple of days.
Not sure about the heat. What is today anyway?
Oh, it is Friday! Maybe the heat can wait. I can
wait until 9:00 and use Mike’s Wi-Fi.
I wonder what it is like outside. No, I have not
been out of the Camper. I might be a lot
warmer out there. 😐 I think I will go check. Later.
9:05pmCT Santa Fe
Here it is another day near the end and I am
tires. Mike and I went a hike above 10,000 feet. I
think we got up to 10,200 when Mike told me I
had enough. Mike is wise! I am still out of shape
at this altitude. I like sea level. Well Woodstock is
about 952 feet. I need to walk more.
Tomorrow evening we go a book show.
Sunday, I will be heading to Kansas.
Petra is a great cook and has been feeding
me well. Oh yes, health too!
That is it for today. I have my Wi-Fi fix and am
ready to head to the camper for some sleep.
Good night!

7-Oct-17 10:07pmCT Santa Fe 70ᴼ
RV Heat
It is hot in here tonight. No, it is not that hot! I
have space heater that Petra said I should use.
Right now, it is set on low. I may have to turn it
down some more. I keep turning it down trying
to get it where I need it set. Right now, it is set
Low. But I can lower it some more.

I worked on my Camper’s heater this morning
before Mike & Petra were ready form me. After
working on off and on most of the morning I
decided it needs some service I cannot give it. I
will have to wait for now. Petra and Mike both
told me to try this space heater they had. It is too
big for a Camper of this size that is why I have it
set so low,
It was only 40ᴼ in here this morning and they
worry about me. Thank guy it will try it.

Tail Pipe
I had to tie up the tail pipe this evening. It was
banging around. Looks like the hanger broke.
Baling wire to the rescue! That should hold for
now. What would I do without baling wire? 😊

Driver’s Window
As for the driver’s window…well let’s just let
that wait too. It was acting up yesterday. Today
it is closed all day. I don’t want to mess with it.

Return trip
Tomorrow I will be heading in the direction of
home.
What is going on? I have the camper
plugged into 110VAC and the lights are
flickering. That another problem! Grrr!
Good Night!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

8-Oct-17 9:10amCT Santa Fe
Heater
Good Morning! The heater from the big house
Petra let me use keep it warm all night. Even
thought it was up to 40ᴼ outside it was quite
comfortable inside. Yesterday morning it was
only 41ᴼ inside. Nice Petra, thank you!
Petra & Mike were covering up the tomatoes
again last night when I headed for the Camper.
Up on the hill they had heavy frost the last two
nights.

Traveling Again
After breakfasting this morning, I am heading
away from here and in the direction of Lyons KS
to visit with Marcia and her family. I saw them at
to Mom’s 100th Family reunion a couple of
months ago. It will be good to see them again.

Old Friend
From there it will be St Louis to see my Steve. I
haven’t seen him in years. We used to stop what
we were doing at 9:30 every morning and have
coffee when we worked at Knaack. When we
first started Steve did not drink coffee. I cured
him! 😊 It will be good to see how he is doing.

Next Place
Maybe I will head up to Maquoketa Iowa to
see Steve and Wally. I haven’t seen them in a
while either. I am not sure if they know about
Aunt Annie’s passing. If not, I don’t really want to
be the one to tell them.
I am on a time restraint now as I want to be
home before next Sunday The Care-4 Breast
Cancer 5k walk/run fund raiser is October 15 th.
After being here walking with Mike & Petra a
little I know I need to get out there and start
moving. What better way to get started but to
walk a fund raiser.
There goes Petra out to the Camper, but I am
in the big house. She might not find me.
I best get going!
9:59pmCT Montezuma, KS 75ᴼ
I left Santa Fe and headed north on I25 to US
56. I think US 56 is the Santa Fe Trail. I am here in
an Camp site alongside the highway. It was
later, but they have off hours registering. Of
course, there are now forms for me to fill out. I
put a sign on my widow. It is dark, so I will wait
until morning to figure it out. Maybe they will tow
me away. Hmmm! 😊
I checked, and it looks like I can get to Dan’s
& Marcia’s in the morning. For now, I am going
to eat something and get some sleep. Night!

9-Oct-17 8:21CT Montezuma 51ᴼ
I thought a big monster was shaking the
Camper all night. It is very windy! I did sleep very
well last night. The winds did not pick up until
around 4:00am. The winds were coming out of
the east just a little time ago but are changing to
out of the north as I type. Weather Underground
says could be gust up to 50mph. That should be
fun to drive into. 😐
Anyway, I must go over and figure out how to
pay for my stay last night. It was dark out and I
did not see the forms to fill out. It says something
5

about a big fine it you do not pay. Boy is the
wind blowing!
Well let’s Camper and drive over there and
pay and get on the road!

10-Oct-17 10:52am Lyons, KS 4ᴼ
Yesterday I drove on US 56 East to Lyons
Kansas to Marcia’s & Dan’s Spend afternoon
and evening talking.
Then Marcia was showing me that her
computer screen was black. After a few hours,
we found two different things wrong. The
external video card and the monitor were not
working. Unusual that both were not working at
the same time. She had a new monitor she had
bought because the other one had stopped but
we got the old monitor to work for a while, but it
stopped again. The computer had the video
adapter on the motherboard and we tried it on
both monitors and the new monitor worked
every time. The old one failed after a short time.
With the video card doing the same thing with
both monitor is what was unusual.
We tried until I could say that most likely the
video card and the old monitor were both not
working. I made changes to the computer to
get it working. The we started checking other
things to help them.
I guess I know a few different things than
Marcia. She knows a lot about computer and
was not afraid to dig right in and help. Good job
Marcia! Dan on the other hand knew little but he
know-how to do things with it.
Marcia is still sleeping because she works
nights. Dan had to leave, something about his
son, I think. Amya has gone to school.

Pump Organ
They offered me an old pump organ they
have here. I jumped at the chance to have it. I
think I could haul it back to my house. It needs a
little work that think I could do. The oak cabinet
is in almost perfect shape. It would be nice to
have. I could get a cargo deck trailer and haul it
home. But then what?
I must think on this some more! Maybe or
maybe not?

6

I almost brought this Pump Organ home with me.

It has been a good visit. I need to get on the
road and go see Steve in St. Louis soon.

11-Oct-17 10:23pm Kansas City
I am at Micky D’s using the Wi-Fi. When
finished I need to find a place to sleep for the
night.
I had a great time visiting with Marcia, Dan,
and Amya. Didn’t have time to see Edie this
time. Heading home and may stop and see
Steve for coffee when I pass through St. Louis in
the morning. From there I will be home bound. I
am about traveled out this time.

12-Oct-17 2:12pm Lake St Louie
At Steve’s
I left Dan’s & Marcia’s and made good time
on the road to get here. I got tired, so I took a
nap.
This morning I was doing a walk around the
Camper and I saw oil on one of the rear tires. It
looked minor, so I drove here anyway. Steve told
me he had to leave to go his son’s wedding
about one o’clock, so we had time for coffee.

I asked him if he knew of some place that
could check out the oil leak. He knew a place
the was good and fare priced. It seems to me it
was oil from the seal on the rear axle.
It will take until morning to get fixed even
though it is more than the oil seal. Steve had to
get going so he left me the keys to his truck and
his house and said; “Good Bye!” Yes, I am the
master of the house until I get my Camper fixed.
I haven’t seen Steve is years, but he trusts me
with his place. Thanks Steve!
Let’s have a party! 😊

Not so Good News
I must wait for them to finish working on my
Camper before I can know what the cost might
be. They told me it should be ready in the
morning. Until there get it a part they only guess
what the problem is. I saw it with the brake
drums off and it don’t look good. The axles must
come off to see what is the cause. Maybe it
won’t be too bad. I figure the worst and hope
for the best.

Happy Columbus Day
Today is Columbus Day, not on Monday!

Friday the 13-Oct-17 8:16am
Here it is Friday the 13th and I don’t have a
Camper to drive home. Yesterday they called
and said it will be done this morning. There is a
lot of things to fix on it to get the job done. It will
be ok! It always is.
Steve let me have his house for the night. It is
a little spooky because it is just me and the dog
most of the time. Amanda walked in on me and
knew who I was. Amanda is to be Vince’s wife
soon. Steve is away marring off his other son.
Steve said the Vince would be here long
enough to change clothes and go get his tux
and he was heading out to the wedding too. I
haven’t seen him. Steve said the Vince could
take me to get my Camper on the way out of
town.
Then Steve remember he had his truck sitting
here and I should take it. He told me to lock the
keys in it and just leave it.
I haven’t seen Steve in years, yet he trusts me
with the keys to his house and truck. Thanks

Steve! I am thankful for the place to stay for the
night.
Now I wait!

Alone again
Brittney and Vince just left for the wedding
leaving me and the dog all alone. They are nice
people too.
Now I wait and talk to you, or talk to myself. I
think I will go to the couch and watch TV and fall
asleep. I guess I could do that at home too. I
can do that here too!
12:36pm
There is no news on my Camper yet. As soon
as Gun Smoke if over I am going to head down
there to check on it. There is something about
standing there over a phone call!
9:01pm 68 miles from Home
I am on I55 somewhere taking a break. The
GPS said that would be home when I stopped. I
thought I would be home by 9:45. Well, I am
tired and need a break. I am eating some of
that food I brought with me. If I am still tired I will
take a nap before I get back on the road. I
didn’t need any more trailer hitches in my
bumper. I’ll tell you about that later.
For now, I am going to eat a little.

14-Oct-16 6:08am Willow Creek rest area
I just woke up and ready the Camper for the
journey to my house. I made one last trip to use
the bathroom inside. On returning to the
Camper it was raining. First time on my trip I got
caught in the rain. It poured outside when I got
inside. Then the time between the lightning and
the clap of the thunder was zero. There were
very close lighting strikes. I decided to wait to
start off on my last 68 miles.
Last night I was tired and knew I could have
made it those last few miles. To be save I
decided to rest a while. The next thing I knew it
was 5:30 this morning. Now the rain has let up I
think I will head home!
See you later, Marty

15-Oct-17 7:07pm @Home 51⁰
I walked the Care-4 Breast Cancer 5k today. I
did it in 54 minutes 17seconds. I finished 640 out
of 1143. It is my best time ever. 😊
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They could not find my bib. You know the tag
with my tracking chip. My Number was #51 and I
was using #604. It took me a while to figure out
how that worked.
I was walking for a lady in the it F60-64 group
She was the 24th of 47 in the group.
Using the numbers reported by that chip I was
#4 in the M70-74 group. I think there were only 5
of us. As near as I can tell it took me 54:58 from
the time the gun went off to the finished. The
54:17 was my chip time. Whatever that means. I
need to check on some of the other people I
knew ran or walked.
Betsy Metras 42:28 in 414 placed overall and
in F35-39 group 26th out of 71.
Michelle Bidwell 50:56 in 546th place overall and
in the F45-49 group 36th out of 90.
Penny Zimmerman 44:50 in 448th place overall
and in the F65-69 group 4th out of 34. 😊
Me I was #640 out of 1143 and maybe 4th of 5 in
the F70-74 group.
Fastest was 18:31 and the slowest was 1:23:27.
I guess I didn’t do too bad. 😊
If you ran or walked the 5k let me know. I
didn’t see you there!

17-Oct-17 5;27pm @home 69⁰
Little bit warm, ay? I have been home for a
few days now and I am getting ready to
winterize the Camper. First thing I needed to do
it to dump the holding tanks. The camp grounds
around here are already closed for the season. I
wasn’t thinking, or I could have dumped them is
the warmer client.
I called the city and they will let me dump
them at the waste treatment place tomorrow.
From there I will go to Rockford and have it
winterized. I could do it myself, but I could
always miss something. I’ll pay to have Sunny
Island RV do it for me.
I can check out the Furnace, the driver’s
window, the wire holding the tail pipe later. Oh
yes, When It was plugged into 110VAC, I think it
was over charging and I need to check that out.
And then there is the bent front bumper too. All
of this should keep me busy until it gets too cold
to work on it.
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Travel Stats
I started my trip with 134,539 Miles on the
odometer. I filed up in Belvidere with 137,270 last
day. That means I drove about 2750 miles. I used
about 216 gallons of fuel. That is about 12.6
MPG. It cost me $493 for that fuel. I drove about
5.5 miles per dollar or $0.18 miles. Consider I
drove fast and hard that isn’t too bad.
I show I got between 14.8 and 11.3 MPG. They
say driving fast kills. It kills the gas mileage too. 😐
On the way to New Mexico I got about 12.5
MPG and the way home from there I got 11.1
MPG
I drove 60-75 MPH most of the time. The first
day I drove around 55 and it got me the first day
gas mileage of 14. The 14.8 was while I was at
Mike and Petra’s and mostly slower driving.
The thing was running well, so I am guessing
the gas mileage was all in my foot!

18-Oct-17 11:30am Rockford
I am at Sunny Island RV getting me Camper
winterized. This morning I dumped the holding
tanks at the city waste treatment place. I had
trouble finding the plant. I remembered it was on
Wicker Street. I asked when the moved it to
Tappan Street. I have lived in Woodstock for 60
years and thought I knew where everything was.
It has been there since 1938 or so.
I have these other things that need work on
my Camper, but I need to check them out
before I pay someone to fix them. I brought it
here because they might see somethings that I
might miss. It is easy to miss things when it you
own thing. I miss things in this newsletter because
I see what I think is what should there but not
what is there.

20-Oct-17 8:30am @Home54⁰
Thank You!
I have been home for about a week now and
wanted to thank the people who hosted me
while I was on vacation.
First there was Mike & Petra. My first stop was
in New Mexico where they stayed for the last
two summers. I haven’t seen them is a few years
and wanted to do so before they headed to the
winter home in India. As Mike said it they are

super-snowbirds. With 11-3/4 hour different from
me, they will be far from Woodstock. Thanks for
letting me stay with you I had a good time.
Marcia, Dan, and Amya came next. I pulled
in the driveway and once I got out they did not
let me leave for a couple of days. Dan told me
all kinds of stories and Marcia told me what she
was working on. Marcia even took the day off
work to visit with me. Amya gave me a picture
that I will put on my fridge. I could have stayed
longer but I had ants in my pants and had to
leave. Thanks Marcia, Dan, and Amya for
putting up with me for a couple days.
I got to Steve’s in Lake St. Louie after driving
with oil leaking out of the rear axle all morning.
After we had a cup of coffee Steve took me to
the shop where he gets this truck fixed. He
brought me back to his house and said he had
to go to his son’s wedding. Then he handed me
his house and truck keys and said; “It is all yours!”
and left for the weekend. Nice visit Steve! 😊
Steve left Knaack 17 years ago. I only see him
every few years. Guess we still get along
because I have never had any give me the keys
to the life before. Thanks Steve.

I Am Home
Now that I am home again, I needed to get
the Camper straighten out. I dumped the
holding tanks and had it winterized Wednesday,
I have removed all the dirty clothes and they are
washed and put away. All the eating tools have
been washed and put back in the Camper. The
bedding it washed and ready to be put back.
The fridge is empty and shutdown. I have many
other things to do to make the Camper back
into a truck. Some things can wait.
I need to put the heater again and check it
out. I know how to check it out now. I guess the
last thing that goes wrong the them it the control
board. Good thing I did not just change it!
After that I need to check is the charge
controller. When plugged the 110 AC into the
Camper I had a couple of me inside light act up.
When I ran the power cord through the window
to run the heater all was good running the
12VDC stuff. Therefore, there must be a problem
with the 110AC to 12 VDC controller. I need to
check that out next.

Then there is the driver’s window the is not
right and that bent bumper that need replacing.
Right now, I should go to EW Training and see
if Michelle needs help with anything.

21-Oct-17 6:56am @*$ 60⁰
Roy stopped by and said; “Hi!” He had to tell
me his daughter was in France hiking. She was
tent camping and she had a fox tear up the tent
and stole one of her boots. Then he had to
leave!
What did she do about that boot. Did she
have a spare? Hmmm!

Starbucks
This is the first time I have sat in Starbucks since
I was in New Mexico. The remembered me. I
used to be here almost every day. Not so much
lately. I wonder why that is. I guess life changes.
While I was with Mike he gave me a copy of
his new book. I started reading it while I was
travelling. There are too many distractions. I
have it sitting next to my chair by the TV. That
isn’t working out very well either. When I sit in
that chair the TV go on and I fall asleep. Maybe I
should take the book out to the picnic table and
read it? Watching grass grow out of the corner
of my eye does not put me to sleep.
I need to cut my grass in the back of the
house one more time this year. That will make it
easier to sit at the table and read. The leaves
are easier to clean up with short grass.

Clutter
I started clearing off one of those tables I used
to build that airplane that I lost interest in. The
plane is hanging on the ceiling on a rope. A
kettlebell is the counter weight the holds it up.
Getting it down will be fairly-easy if I want to try
and fly it again.
I decided it I am going to start de-clutter, I
need to start with one table. This table is also the
cutting table for when I am sewing. There are at
least six different kind of things on this table. I see
plumbing, house electrical, tools, airplane parts,
electronics, other started projects, supplies like
wiring. automotive parts…wait that is more than
six!
Anyway, I started to clear this table. There is a
lot of stuff on there. Maybe I will find somethings I
9

am missing. My plan it to clear this table first then
to one in the bedroom. It is the other model
airplane building table. After these two table the
other one it the dining room needs to be
cleared. It is mostly covered with sewing stuff.
All three of the tables are covered with things
that I boxed before. Yes, I am putting this stuff in
boxes to hide them for now. I only set up one
new box for the airplane stuff. After I have the
tables cleared I can go through each box and
get rid of more stuff. So far most of the stuff is still
in my procession.
Clearing these flat surfaces will give me an
area to work to sort through these boxes of stuff.
I already have many boxes of stuff. I have too
much stuff!

What I Learned
While I was on Vacation the last couple of
weeks I lived in a steel box that was about six by
twenty feet. That is only 120 square feet. My
house it 1,200 square feet. I bought a package
of underwear, two pants, and a charger that I
needed. Other than that, I had more stuff than I
needed with me for two weeks.
Yes, it is nice to have a laundry room the wash
the clothes. And Is also nice to just flush the toilet
and not think about having to dump the holding
tanks. And have a hot shower when you want.
That is only 100 square feet. That means I could if
I really wanted…I could live in a small space the
size of the dining room.
The dining room is about 200 square feet.
Could I live in a house the is 1,000 square feet
smaller than my house? Well, not with all my
stuff! I need to start de-stuffing. I have been
looking for some things I can’t find. It is because
after 70 years “I have too much stuff!” to
remember where it is. I uses to be able to put my
hands on almost anything when I wanted it. Not
so much now! It is that I have too much the keep
track of or is my minds capacity starting to get
full and purging some of my mental inventory.
In any case I am starting to look at my things
to see them and de-cluttering at the same time.
Well, my tea is finished so I think I will leave for
home.
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22-Oct-17 8:55am @*$ 66ᴼ
Camper Furnace
I spent the afternoon checking out the
furnace in the Camper. Now I have the wiring
lengthen so I can remove and install it with the
wires hooked up. The way it was before you
need a test bench to work on it. With power and
not the gas hooked up I can check out it
functions with a volt meter.
What I found was that all the switches are in
series, so it was easy to trace the power back to
the controller board. After spending a couple
hours checking this thing it is spread all over the
back of the Camper waiting for me to get the
controller board checked out to make sure. I will
try to get to General RV tomorrow.

Weight
Not wait, but weight. I weighed myself when
came back for my road trip. I weighed 217 Lbs.
This morning I weighed 230 that is 13 pounds!
What happened? That is two pounds a day.
How did that happen? I had the same food with
me that I have now. Was it because I was at
7,000 above sea level? Was it because driving
more than I was eating? Was it because to the
stress from breaking down?
I used my bathroom scales for both the
weigh-ins. So, I can’t use a different scale for an
excuse. I just need to start moving around more
and eating different. My weight should be
around 13.2 Stones, but I weigh 104 kilograms. I
need to work on it.
My knees are sore because of the extra
weight. I am sure my other aches and pains may
be related too. I need to set goal the start
dropping a few of these 3,680 ounces to get
nearer to 3,000.

25-Oct-17 12:12pm @EWT 44ᴼ
It was cold this morning! It is nice now. Well, if
44ᴼ is nice.
I am tired today. Sleepy tired that is. Maybe it
was because I was here last night helping-out
with the Cub Scouts. Michelle was working with
12 Cub Scouts and the parents. I helped with the
paper work. Michelle, Grant, and Kayrn did all
the hard work with training. Grant is Michelle’s
husband and Kayrn is one of the trainers. It

looked like the Scoots had fun! Oh, the Parents
watched. 😊
Maybe that is why I am tired today. Bored is
more wat I am today. Maybe Michelle will take
me to lunch to wake me up. She is just finishing
up with a PT client now. We’ll see.

27-Oct-17 7:27am @*$ 36ᴼ
I checked with Michelle to see if she had time
for break to join me here at Starbucks. She was
already at Ethereal sitting by the fireplace
getting warm. My loose! Her breaks are too short
for me to try and get down there before she
heads back to work.

Camper’s Furnace
Yesterday I received the new controller board
in the mail for the furnace in the Camper. I
installed it and reinstalled furnace into the
Camper. I have had put that in and out some
many times it was easy this time.
I had checked it on the bench before I install
it. It seemed to be working the way I thought it
should. That told me I needed to install it and
hook up the gas and see what happened. I
attached the wires then the intake and exhaust
pipes to the outside. Then I checked that I
hadn’t missed anything that caused a problem.
then I turned on the gas, no leaks. I powered it
up!
The fan started after a few seconds. Good it
should do that! Then in a few more I heard it
spark, and it didn’t light the gas! I didn’t worry
because the gas was off for a week. I figured
might take 3 try before it fired the gas.
After two tries I heard it light the gas! That was
great! In less than a minute it was warming it up
outside. Well, I did have all the doors open. I
closed all the doors and in a very short time it
was warm inside too. I am happy with this. 😊
I old controller board was bad. And it had to
the one that was installed when the furnace was
new. The data on it was 11/1994. The new
controller is a replacement board. Same
function but newer technology. It is 2/3 the size
of the old one. They had an adapter to mount it.
It took only 3 minutes to install the new board
and 5 minutes to test it inside. Maybe an hour to
install it back in the Camper.

I still need to check the onboard converter.
That it the 120 VAC to 12 VDC converter. When it
was plugged in at Mike’s, it seemed to be
putting out a lot more than 12 volts. I need to
check that out. Maybe it had something to do
with the controller board on the furnace go bad.
Over voltage is not a good thing!
The driver’s window can wait. I need a switch
and/or a wiring harness. That is just parts costing
about $75.
Then there it that bumper. I looked at it closer
yesterday. It bent the frame. It pushed the front
in where some of the metal it near the radiator
for the A/C. I need to pull that clear of it
because those cost a lot to replace. Just
because the frame is bent doesn’t mean it did
anything else to worry about yet. I do need to
figure out how I pull the bumper clear of the A/C
radiator first! 😐
It looks like this issue will be a long one!

29-Oct-17 7:46am @*$ 33ᴼ
33ᴼ, that just a little more than cold. Oh well,
the furnace is fix! Now the question is what to
work on next. The window I a purity sure it needs
a switch and/or a plug. It can wait because it is
up now. Those parts cost $34 and/or $17. For
about $60.00 it should be fixed.
The charge controller needs to be checked
out yet. This could be expensive! I just look to get
an idea of price. The prices range from $107 to
about $1,700. Maybe I will look at it before I buy
one big enough to power the city of Woodstock.
I am sure I can get one with the same power
requirements I have now for around $200.00. I will
check first!
After looking at the bumper, I see that I almost
took out the A/C radiator. I don’t need that to
look new, but I do need it to clear the radiator. I
think I might be able to pull it away enough that
I don’t need to think about it too much. I just
need to look it very close. I think this will be the
next thing I try to fix.
Maybe, I should cut the grass and pick up
leaves too.
It is that time of the year when it is cold. I
need to start walking. Last year I decided to not
walk across Spain. Now it the time to start
walking to get in shape by May. I need to get
1
1

into shape even if I don’t go for another long
walk. I should start by walking up here. It is so
easy to just get in the car and turn that key!
This issue is getting long so I an ending it now.
Bye, Marty

30-Oct-17 6:58pm @home 39⁰
Pictures from my road trip

And my third night at Clines Corners. The last time I stayed here it
was a very rough parking lot, Now, look at it.

My first camp out. It is a rest area on the Interstate

Mike and I went for a hike. I took Mike's picture at 10,200 feet!
That is as far as I could go.

My 2nd night. You got it is is a truck stop with a McDonalds.
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Looks like I am out of room with this issue.
I’m out of there!

My Camp site at Mike and Petra's

This is Dan with Marcia's shadow people

They came out to visit and I got their picture.

Sorry Steve! I see I didn’t get any pictures at
your place.

Marty

Thee camp site and Marcia and Dan's house

1
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