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1-Jan-18 8:08am @*$ 14ᴼ F 
So, this is the second time I started 2018. I 

remembered to type 2018 but I forgot how to save the 

file. 

January Challenge 
This month’s challenge it 40 Squats per day and no 

Colby cheese. Really, I can do this! 

I am a little soft because being away 

from exercising 

since October, 

but I can do 

this. The Colby 

cheese can be a 

little tough, but I can do that 

too. 

Books 
Now that my books are at the printer I can start 

working on my life stories again. I want it to go until 

the year 2100. I can put it out in sections of 10 years 

each. That way it can be some short stories. I will 

have to go home ant think on that. 

I think I will go home now. It is warmer there. Did 

I turn the heat up before I left? If not, I will be home 

in an hour or so. 
The Ride of Your Life - George Carlin 

  

Enjoy the ride; There is no return ticket! 
  

George Carlin on aging!  
(Absolutely Brilliant)  

IF YOU DON'T READ THIS TO THE VERY END, YOU HAVE LOST A DAY IN YOUR LIFE. AND WHEN YOU HAVE 

FINISHED, DO AS I AM DOING AND SEND IT ON.  

 

George Carlin's Views on Aging  

 
Do you realize that the only time in our lives when we like to get old is when we're kids? If you're less than 10 years 

old, you're so excited about aging that you think in fractions.  

 

'How old are you?' 'I'm four and a half!' You're never thirty-six and a half. You're four and a half, going on 

five! That's the key.  

 

You get into your teens, now they can't hold you back. You jump to the next number, or even a few ahead.  

 

'How old are you?' 'I'm gonna be 16!' You could be 13, but hey, you're gonna be 16! And then the greatest 

day of your life ! You become 21. Even the words sound like a ceremony. YOU BECOME 
21. YESSSS!!!  

 

But then you turn 30. Oooooh what happened there? Makes you sound like bad milk! He TURNED; we had to 

throw him out. There's no fun now, you're Just a sour-dumpling. What's wrong? What's changed?  

 

You BECOME 21, you TURN 30, then you're PUSHING 40. Whoa! Put on the brakes, it's all 
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slipping away. Before you know it, you REACH 50 and your dreams are gone.. 

 

But wait!!! You MAKE it to 60. You didn't think you would!  

 

So you BECOME 21, TURN 30, PUSH 4 0, REACH 50 and MAKE it to 60. 

 

You've built up so much speed that you HIT 70! After that it's a day-by-day thing; you HIT Wednesday!  

 

You get into your 80's and every day is a complete cycle; you HIT lunch; you TURN 4:30; you REACH 

bedtime. And it doesn't end there. Into the 90s, you start going backwards; 'I Was JUST 92.' 

 

Then a strange thing happens. If you make it over 100, you become a little kid again. 'I'm 100 and a half!'  

May you all make it to a healthy 100 and a half!!   
 
HOW TO STAY YOUNG    

1.  Throw out nonessential numbers.  This includes age, weight and height. Let the 

doctors worry about them. That is why you pay 'them.'  

 

2.  Keep only cheerful friends.  The grouches pull you down.. 

 

3.  Keep learning.   Learn more about the computer, crafts, gardening, whatever, even ham radio. Never 

let the brain idle. 'An idle mind is the devil's workshop.'  And the devil's name is Alzheimer's..   

 

4.  Enjoy the simple things.    

 

5.   Laugh  often, long and loud. Laugh until you gasp for breath. 

 

6.  The tears happen.   Endure, grieve, and move on. The only person, who is with us our entire life, 

is ourselves. Be ALIVE while you are alive.  

 

7.  Surround yourself with what you love   , whether it's family, pets, keepsakes, 

music, plants, photography, hobbies, whatever. Your home is your refuge. 

 

8.  Cherish your health:  If it is good, preserve it. If it is unstable, improve it If it is beyond what you 

can improve, get help.  

 

9.  Don't take guilt trips.   Take a trip to the mall, even to the next county; to a foreign country but 

NOT to where the guilt is.  
 

10.   Tell the people you love that you love them , at every 
opportunity.   
 
AND ALWAYS REMEMBER   : 
Life is not measured by the number of breaths 
we take,   but   by the moments that take our 

breath away ..    

And if you don't send this to at least 8 people - who cares? But do share this with someone. We all need 

to live life to its fullest each day!!    

Source: Email from Wendell 

7-Jan-18 7:17am @*$ 16ᴼ 
Here it is 7 days into 2018 and I haven’t made 

a list of things to do yet. Oh well! Here is my list 
of thinks I should work on for this year.  

Fix the sleeves on this coat! The Velcro straps 
don’t hold, and I catch them on everything. I 
have the material to sew new Velcro on them I 
just must do it. 

And that is on my list, so I may get done 
before next fall. 

As all years in the past I want to lose some 
weight. I figure about 41 pounds might be 
enough for this year. Yesterday I put a lot of the 

not so good foods I have in the house a side to 
avoid. For breakfast I am having Tea and egg 
whites at Starbucks. I started today! 

I wanted to know what others might see when 
they look at me, so I took some pictures. I am big 
and in the wrong places. That may have a lot to 
do with how I feel.  

Today I will be watching how much food goes 
into my mouth. I will also think about what I am 
eating. I have been eating too many calories and 
the wrong foods.  

The next 80 days I will be doing the AdvoCare 
one/80 Challenge. I am a distributor, so I will do 
the challenge to prove it works. I have seen the 
24-day challenge work on others. And it worked 
for me a while back. I got lazy and sloppy and all 
that weight came back. 

The first part of the AdvoCare one/80 program 
is the cleanse. It last only 10 days. It is designed 
to clean out your colon. The next 14 days you 
start a healthier life style.  

Since I will start my rehab soon it will be good 
timing. Eat better and start rehab through the 
hospital.  

I know Michelle could help with this but since I 
was in the hospital a month ago both her and I 
decided I should start with the hospital’s staff. 
That is what the rehab people do. 

I want to change these numbers. 

 

EWT January Challenge 
So far, I have not have had any Colby cheese 

and have done 40 squats every day except for 
yesterday. I only got in 30. I will try to make them 
up today. Yes, I will have to do 50 squats today 
to get back on track. 
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Sitting in front of the computer and/or 
watching TV make it hard to do. Enough said! 

My Books 
My books are published and at the printer. I 

receive the proof copy of “My Camino de 
Santiago Adventure” on Saturday. I took a quick 
look through it. Today I will give it a once over. I 
have it on Lulu.com and Amazon.com. It is 
available in eBook and paperback.  

I am waiting for “Walking the Walk, Camino de 
Santiago 2012” to see how it looks after it is 
printed. 

Shopping 
I need to go shopping today. I have eaten all 

my food. I need to be careful that I don’t buy a lot 
of garbage foods. I need to get proteins and 
fruits. I have veggies. I need to avoid fats, salts, 
and sugars. 

Microwave popcorn is OUT! I need to go back 
to making it on the stove. No sugary snacks. As 
for fats, most of that is in the other stuff I have 
been eating. Olive and coconut oils are ok. I am 
near out of them. 

I also must avoid tomatoes, eggplant, 
peppers, and white potatoes. These are what are 
called nightshades. My body does not like them. 

The funny thing about nightshades is that I 
like them. Wait, tobacco is a nightshade too. Oh 

well, I guess I won’t take up smoking. 😊 

Okra is also a nightshade, but I almost never 
eat it knowingly.  

I think I should go home and do my squats 
and make a shopping list and head to Fresh 
Market. 

10-Jan-17 9:07am @*$?? ᴼ 
So, what is the temperature? I looked, and it 

will not load so I guess there is none today. 
Though at home the thermometer said it was 
39ᴼ. I will take it! 

Rehab 
After lunch I will be going to my first meeting 

with the rehab people. I am guessing this 
interview is to let them figure out what they can 
do for me. And what I should be doing to help 
me live another 84 years. Wait, 83 years. 

I will listen to them and see what they have to 
say. I can use all the help I can get. 

One/80 
I started the AdvoCare One/80 Challenge 

Monday. This will help me to get my body in 
better condition for doing the exercise the rehab 
people might want me to do. 

Tuesday, I had lost three pounds. This is 
scary as that is a little much on the first day. 
Today I am down 0.6 Lbs. Maybe it is just water 
retention. In that case it would be normal to lose 
2.5 Lbs. in 2 days. Water is heavy. 

The first time I did the 24-Day AdvoCare 
Challenge I lost 14 pounds in 24 days. This time 
my goal is to lose 41 pounds in 80 days. Well, in 
41 weeks anyway.  

I am trying to get my weight down to 185 
pounds. That is the high end for my height. I’ll 
work on it. With Rehab, EW Training and eating 
a lot of Breyer’s ice cream…wait forget the ice 

cream! 😊 

Laptop 
This laptop has been acting up. I am trying to 

resolve the issues, but I think I might need to 
replace it. 

Michelle keeps telling me I need one that is 
bigger. This one has a 10” screen. That size is 
fine for me. Anyway, I am looking at a 15” screen 
and that seems to be the sweet spot for price.  

I only paid $250.00 for this laptop. The only 
drawback I have with it is the small hard drive. I 
think it is a 32gb and only about 20gb is usable 
by me. Once I installed Microsoft Office there 
was little room for anything else. 

There is a 450gb drive under the keyboard but 
with the removal screen makes me nervous 
using it for anything important. If it is writing 
something to the keyboard drive and I unplug the 
screen I could corrupt my data. Apps do not like 
going across drives either. 

For the $250 I paid for it, it has been ok. 
My tea cools. I need to drink it! 

11-Jan-18 8:53am @EWT 54ᴼ 
Yes, it is 54ᴼ, but only today! Tomorrow it’s 

going to drop down to below zero. Don’t you just 
love this Midwest weather? 
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Rehab 
I went in for an interview before doing the 

rehab. I will be starting on Jan 17th for 3 days a 
week. I think it should be fun. I will be kind of like 
I was doing at EWT, but I think it should be a lot 
easier. 

They had me walk up and down the hallway 
for six minutes and I did well. I guess I was 
walking 3-1/2 MPH and my blood pressure 
change only a little. The heart rate went up to 
105. I thought this was a good thing. Not sure as 
it is just a bench mark to see what shape I am in. 
So, in a week I get started. I’m ready! 

Oh, I get my own parking spot too! 😊 

Diet & Shopping 
While I was in Harvard I went to the store to 

get some supplies. I had to go buy all those 
foods I am trying to avoid. It was funny when I 
got to the dairy cooler and saw all the Colby 
cheese sitting there waiting for me to put my 
hands on it. Well I only looked. Yup, I just walked 
by saying; “Nope, I stopped!” I just kept walking. 
But I did look at it and the ice cream too. Both 
are still in the store! 

14-Jan-18 11:25am @home 14⁰  
My 24-day Challenge, one/80 Challenge, is 

moving right along. The 24-day part of it starts 
with a 10-day before the last 14 days. The 10-
day part is the cleanse part. I have dropped a 
little weight so far. I still have a ways to go. 

Left Handed 
This morning I was thinking about being left 

handed. I am right handed but throughout my life 
I have wondered how it would be to be more left 
handed. I do a few things left handed. 

People tell me I deal cards left handed and I 
can type with both hands. The number pad on 
the keyboard is on the right so that does not 
make it practical to use my left hand. When I was 
at Knaack I used my left hand to do data entry. I 
would move the keyboard clear over to the left of 
my desk to enter data. And use my right hand to 
guide me down the page of the data I wanted to 
enter. 

Now days that would be hard because the 
part numbers have letters in them too. At that 
time, they were only numbers with dashes. I got 
quite fast!  

So, this morning I thought about it again. I 
know a lot of left handed people and they work 
quite well in a right-handed society. I thought I 
might try to use my left hand some more. 

I ate my oatmeal with my left hand, though it 
was strange trying to mix in my raisins. I had no 
trouble eating my eggs left handed. 

As for using the mouse on the computer that 
was a little difficult. I need to work on that. 

I wonder how well I will pick up learning to 
write left handed. We’ll see. 

You might be asking me why I am going to try 
and change at age 71. Well it is like this. It will 
get my mind working different. I am already 
noticing that most of the typos I find are from my 
left hand. Maybe if I use my left hand more it will 
help fire up the other side of my brain. And 
maybe it will help my thinking process. 

They say the right side of your body is 
controlled by the left side of your brain. And the 
left side from the right side of the brain. If that is 
the case I am not using much of the right side of 
my brain. 

It will take me a long time to get into my right 
mind. It took me years to get in to this left 
thinking. 

So, I thought I would try it for a while and see 
what happens. 

New Laptop 
I decided to buy a new laptop to replace the 

one I carry around. It has been acting up and I 
am not getting anywhere working on it. 

I finally order one and got it Friday. When I 
first got it, it seemed ok. It didn’t take long to 
learn it was way to slow! 

It was taking about 8 minutes from the time I 
powered it up before I could use it. This one is 
slow but not that slow! 

I had heard the Windows 10 was slow booting 
but come on. I headed to the internet to see what 
settings I could turn off and keep the thing still 
doing its thing. I turned a bunch of stuff off on my 
iPhone and double the battery life. 
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After spending all day Friday and Saturday 
morning, I decided that it wasn’t for me. I boxed 
it up and sent it back. 

The computers I use have Windows 8.1 or 
Linux and they boot fast. The portable laptop 
boots in less than a minute. All three of the Linux 
boot in less than a minute too. 

I never time this one, but I am going to do it 
now and see how long it takes. It is slow, but I 
think it is around two minutes. 

Let me test it now. 
Here is the test. I powered down, unplugged it 

and popped out the battery. It can’t be any less 
powered off than that. Then I put the battery 
back and hooked up the network and power and 
turned it on. 

In only 6 minutes I was typing into the 
newsletter. That is quite slow, but this laptop has 
a lot of stuff running on it. And it is 4 years old.  

The other laptop only had Microsoft Office on 
it. It boots up in 1 minute.  

The new one ad nothing else loaded on it and 
took 8 minutes. But it is gone back now! 

So, the new one had Windows 10 and these 
other to have Windows 8.1. What does this 
mean. I am not sure yet other than it was too 
slow! 

I think I will have to talk to someone about it. 

16-Jan-18 10:26am @EWT 17ᴼ 
So, Friday I received that new laptop and sent 

it back on Saturday. I am looking again. 
Here is my question for you guys. I am looking 

for what I might buy so I would like to know the 
following. I need a portable laptop. 

What operating system is your PC/laptop? 
The Windows version like 7, 8, 10 or maybe 
even Linux. Mine are both Windows 8. (laptops) 

What brand and/or model of PC/laptop is 
yours? My one is HP and this one is an Acer. 

The next question is from power off until you 
can do something on your computer. Meaning, it 
takes about 6 minutes from power on until I can 
edit my newsletter on the HP. On the other hand, 
it takes only 15 seconds on this Acer. Yes, it 
boots FAST! Its problem is it is getting flaky and 
not upgradable. 

Brand, operating system, and boot time is 
what I would like to know. Can you help? 

It looks like the boot time can be helped by 
changing the hard drive to a as Solid-State Drive 
(SSD). A 1TB SSD drive is about $300 for a 
good one. I could get by with a 250gb drive for a 
laptop. This one only has a 32gb drive. Only 20 
is usable by me. And no, I cannot change it. It 
has a special SSD drive. 

I am still looking for a laptop I can afford.  

18-Jan-18 8:53am @*$ 16ᴼ Sunny 

Reporting Weather 
I was just thinking I give the temperature with 

the date and location each time I start typing. I 
was just thinking I should put the weather on that 
line too.  

Hummm, what should I use. Today it is clear 
and sunny. Maybe 

• “S” for sunny (Clear),  

• “PC” for partly cloudy (more sun than 

clouds), 

• “PS” for partly sunny (more clouds than 

sun. 

• “C” for cloudy 

• “O” for over cast. (looking like rain or 

snow or something) 

Or anything that comes to mind when I 
look outside. Maybe there is a standard for 
the weather that I can find. Oh, what about 
rain, snow, and icing. R, SN, and I might do. 

I think I will look it up and see what the 
weather people do. 

Look at this one. There are too many here 
for me! 
http://www.moratech.com/aviation/metaf-
abbrev.html 

After trying to find a list of weather abbreviations 

listing I will make up my own for now. Maybe just 

use the words. The shortest list I found had over 200 

abbreviations in it. If I make them up, you will get the 

idea. 

Oh, I forgot about the wind, The wind could be 

like “25mph” then followed by the direction. Is the 

wind reported as the direction it is going or where it is 

coming from? 

http://www.moratech.com/aviation/metaf-abbrev.html
http://www.moratech.com/aviation/metaf-abbrev.html
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My weather station reports it as “5.0 MPH, Wind 

from WNW” So I could just say something like “W 

5.0 WNW.” 

I don’t know if I will do this, but it is a thought. 

You could always just go outside and look for 

yourself. 😊 

Starbucks Teas 
Starbucks has many new teas to try. Peggy talked 

me into trying Earl Gray. I don’t think I like it too 

much. It is ok, I just don’t care for it. I will try a 

different flavor the next time. 

Cardiac Rehab 
I went to my first Cardiac Rehab class yesterday 

afternoon. I didn’t do much, treadmill, bicycle, and 

stepper. Then BOOM, the hour was done! It went 

fast. It was fun! I have another class this afternoon. 

I met Diane and Mary. We were the three students. 

Courtney was our guide. It is small. I think Cortney 

said she could handle four people. 

I need to go now. Michelle needs some coffee. 

Well she does! 

19-Jan-18 7:02am @*$ 27ᴼ Windy 

Happy Friday! 
Looks like the snow might melt today. I’ll take it! 

Day 2 of rehab is over, and it goes fast. Must be 

that new thing. They told me I should not be 

shoveling snow. Yah right! But they also said we 

adults know what we can do. I haven’t been moving 

much snow with the shovel. Just enough to get to the 

garage to get the snow blower. With that I take it 

easy. I know spring will get here and melt the snow. 

😊 

EWT New Year’s Party 
Tomorrow evening is the EWT big 2018 party. 

Michelle has fun and games for everybody. There will 

also be awards given out for the people who did great 

things last year. 

Starbucks Tea 
I am trying a new tea called Emperor’s Cloud & 

Mist today. It goes down smooth, but I don’t think I 

will order it again for a long time. I want to try each 

of the teas again. I will see if I enjoy one more than 

the others. 

They sure get busy here in the morning. The line is 

short, but coffee is flowing. A lot of people are 

ordering the morning drinks through the phone apps. 

I am sitting in a different spot and I am thinking 

that it is getting near 50% walk-in and phone orders 

I think the mobile app is as fast as a drive up. You 

just order your drink and then walk in and pick it up. 

People are in such a hurry now days. What happened 

to just sitting and enjoying your coffee. 

Two thirds of your day are for work and sleep. 

That leaves you 1/3 of your day for enjoying life! 

21-Jan-18 8:54am @*$ 38ᴼ Overcast 
 

EWT New Year’s Party 
I went to Michelle’s party last night. We had 

fun and games. Even though I don’t like crowds 
much, I had a good time. Thanks Michelle! 

Lights 
I see those lights along the top edges of the 

buildings on the square are still turned on. That 
tells me it is still dark outside. Either that or they 
are on a timer.  

It is daylight but very overcast. I didn’t think it 
was that dark. 

I have some lights at home I wired with a light 
sensor and a timer, so they did not run all night. I 
have them running from a battery with a solar 
panel to keep the battery topped off. 

It is keeping my picnic table lighted. I should 
move it to somewhere that it has some more 
use. It was one of those things I just had to build. 

😊 

The idea was to have the lights on when it 
gets dark and turn off around 10:00pm. Hence, 
the light sensor and the timer. I also wanted the 
energy to cost nothing. Therefore, old batteries 
and a Solar panel I bought way back before I 
had that Jeep.  

You see the Jeep had a 6-volt system and 
something in it needed 12 volts. I used the 12-
volt solar panel to run it. Yes, I still have it and it 
keeps those batteries charged. 

I could use a little bit bigger battery because 
snow covers the solar panel for too many days in 
a row. I should see if I still have a big battery 
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box. I should have one out in the garage 
somewhere. I have a bigger battery for sure. 

Pictures of Woodstock 
Tammy didn’t know that Wiens was on Main 

street once about a time. I had an old picture 
where there were horses and buggies on Main 
street. And there it was, about where Track Side 
used to be. Just north of them was the bowling 
alley. Yes, there was bowling on Main street.  

I have a small collection of old pictures of 
Woodstock from years back before all of us were 
kids.  

The next picture of Main street was dated 
1924. There are cars in the street! I wonder 
when the picture was taken with the horses in it. 
Oh, here it is! What year was it? 

 
 Main Street, Woodstock IL 

 
1924 Main Street, Woodstock IL 

I see there is still a horse cart in 1924. Oh 
well, I wasn’t born for another 22 years. 

I like these old pictures. If you have any, 
please email them to me if you can. If I could 
scan them so I can share them it would be great. 

I know what a hassle it can be to scan 
pictures. I did about 6,000 old pictures from Mom 
and Dad. Many of the pictures are from them. 

If I could look through your pictures of 
Woodstock. I could make a big picture album 
with copies of Woodstock. I have a copy of the 
oldest picture in Woodstock ever taken. Well that 
is what they say. As I recall it was dated 1847. 

I just looked for the picture and I cannot get to 
it from Starbucks. Maybe I could put the pictures 
in some kind of order online.  

I should order them by date and location. It 
would be nice to just search “Main Street” or 
“1946” to see what I could find. 

I wonder if anyone has done that yet. I started 
to make street level pictures of the Square area 
once. Then I found out Google just did it. 

I am thinking you could search something like 
“224 Main Street” and find all the pictures that 
are marked that show “Two Bills”, Yes, that is 
where Two Bill’s was located. 

Google is a great tool, but they are only 
showing how things looked in the last few years. 
I want to go way back. 

I think I will go home and start working on this. 
I can put Woodstock on my 

DoerOfThings.com web side. Before I start I 
need to figure out what to name it. Maybe 
something as simple as 
“doerofthings.com/woodstock” Then I could use 
two aliases “woodstock.doerofthings.com” and 
“woodstock.doerofthings.com/woodstock” to 
make sure people can find it. 

Wait, I need to think about the name first. Any 
ideas? 

I only have a few pictures to start with. They 
are not organized. Right now, I have no idea how 
many I have so I need to work on that too. 

Anybody want to help with this? 

28-Jan-18 12:04pm @home 33⁰  
I was updating some stuff when I remembered 

that I forgot to update the number of year since I 
started Marty’s Random Thoughts on the top of 
my newsletter. It says “18th Year”. That’s alright 
because I haven’t published any newsletter yet 
this year. Yup, I’m OK!  
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Now that I am into my 19th year, I am 
wondering where the time is gone. What has 
happened in the last 19 years? 

I could go back and look through that stack of 
old newsletters and see what I wrote. That could 
take a while. I just looked. That stack is a pile 
almost 7” tall. I think all the copies are in that 
pile.  

Let see 19 years ago I would have been still 
working at Knaack. That would be get up, eat 
breakfast at The Three Brothers, go to work. 
Then I would come home via the Three brothers 
or Vaughan’s then head home. Somewhere 
along that time I started the newsletter. 

In 1999 I would have been 53 and now 71 
years old. I only have about 83 years to go. If I 
do 12 issues a year that pile behind me will be 
quite high. I may need a helper. 

 
I think she might quit on me so... 

 
 ...I'll help clean it up a little. :-) 

In the last 19 years I have made a few trips 
out west and 2 trips to walk the Camino in Spain.  

I have had a number of means of motor 
transportation in those 19 years. I think this list is 
correct. 

Cars since MRT  

1. 1993 teal Geo Metro xFi (1997-2001) 

2. 1992 red Geo Metro (?-?)  

3. 1991 white Dodge Grand Caravan (7/99 -?) 

4.  2003 white Honda Civic Hybrid 

(Jun-06 Still have it 

5. 1989 blue Ford Ranger Pickup (?-?)  

6. 1971 Winnebago Indian motorhome (?-?)  

7. 2006 Fleetwood Fiesta 29J motorhome 

(03/06 – 09/12) 

8.  1995 blue Ford Ranger Pickup (?-?)  

9. 1995 Roadtrek 190 Versatile. 

 (Jun-2011- still have it) 

I see two of them stuck. I like my Honda and 
Roadtrek. I know I talk about getting an electric 
car, but I don’t have the funds. I would like one. 

The Chevy Bolt gets 238 miles to a charge 
and I could get one in Crystal Lake. And it is 
White! Do you have an extra $40,000s laying 

around I could have? 😊 

Maybe I could get a lottery ticket to help with 
that. 

Wow it’s one o’clock already. Where is today 
going? 

29-Jan-18 2:28pm @home 10⁰  

Cardiac Rehab 

I have been driving to Rehab in Harvard for a 

couple weeks now. It is going fine.  

Last Thursday one of the ladies had some lottery 

tickets. She was handing them out to the rest of us. 

After I had a $20.00 winner she collected the tickets 

and said she would trade it in for some more tickets 

and grabbed it. I thought she might have said 

something earlier and I missed it. 

That was last Thursday the day my blood pressure 

stayed down after exercising and they wouldn’t let me 
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leave right away. After drinking some water, it came 

right back up to normal. The lady wanted me to text 

her once I was OK. She was in her car when I got to 

my car and she said she was glad I was ok, and we 

left. 

Today she handed me $10.00 and said her 

boyfriend said she had to split it with me. He told her 

that was not the way to do things. I tried to refuse it, 

but she insisted I take it, so I did. 

I had almost forgot about it. I guess it was her bad 

Karma and thought I should have had it any way. 

Maybe she worried about me having blood pressure 

problem because she was doing something wrong. 

In any case I have $10.00 to buy us some Lottery 

tickets tomorrow. I can’t wait to win so I can give it 

away. 

Harvard Drive 

When I worked in Harvard back when I first 

turned 18 years old I drove to down US 14 many 

times. There are a few things I remember about my 

drives back then. 

One day I broke the windshield on my 1965 Opel 

because I was driving way too fast and a pheasant 

broke it. 

There is a blind hill just after the Hartland turn off. 

One time I had the feeling I needed to slow down 

quickly. I had to take the shoulder because somebody 

was passing from the other way. Why did I feel I had 

to slow down? 

One time I was driving too fast coming up to the 

Hartland crossing and someone turned left in front of 

me.  

Another time I had to lock the brakes because a 

school bus was stopped for another car turning left. 

My breaks failed, and I stopped a long side of the bus 

on the shoulder.  

Why did all these things come to mind today? The 

first 3 times driving to Rehab in Harvard I had 

tailgaters. I don’t drive that slow. I saw no speed 

signs, but I would figure 55 MPH should be ok. 

I took the back-way, and nobody was behind me 

on the way to Harvard. But on the way home it started 

again. 

It is 13-1/2 miles from my house to rehab going 

down US 14. Wednesday, I will try and remember to 

measure how far it is the back way. 

Maybe I need to just stay awake on my trip. 😊 

1-Feb-18 12:56pm @home 11⁰  

I was thinking yesterday about my trip to Harvard 

in the past. I know I should not be living in the past, 

but just the same I do remember it. 

No Power 

So, I was driving a car that had a bad generator to 

work. Yes, generator and not alternator. It was 50 

years ago when I worked in Harvard. 

I was running it on the battery and trying to make 

it home before it went dead. I decided to drive home 

at midnight with the lights off to conserve some of the 

energy in the battery. I figured since it was a full 

moon I could see just fine. When a car came at me, I 

would just turn on the lights until they went by. 

It was midnight so not much traffic. We lived on 

the farm then. It was an 18-mile drive. I would be just 

fine. Don’t you believe it! 

Just out of Harvard I was getting use to the swing 

of using the head light switch, when some idiot pulled 

out in front of me! 

I started bitching about this stupid drunk that 

pulled out of the bar and couldn’t look to see if 

anyone was coming. Whoops, I was the stupid one, 

driving without my lights was dumb! I was sorry I 
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was judging the other driver for my stupidity. I was 

more careful after that. 

Big Fire 

Another time I was coming home from Harvard at 

two in the morning. When I cleared Harvard and was 

on the open road I could see a big fire many miles in 

front of me. I soon thought that it was about where I 

lived and laughed it off. 

It wasn’t long, and I could see it may be about 

where I lived. The closer I got the more I believed it 

might be my place. It was a big fire and my mind 

started asking me all these questions. When I went to 

turn on my road it was blocked by the police. I told 

them where I lived. They said it wasn’t my home but 

the barn down the street. 

I went home, everybody was a wake watching the 

fire down the street. 

When it got lighter we walked down to see what 

happened. Nobody was hurt, and the barn was a lot 

shorter. 

I think it is time to close this issue and check it out. 
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