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6-Jan-19 8:56am @*$ 33° 

Happy New year! 
Good Morning.  

I have been working on 

my server since the first of 

the year. It crashed on Dec 

21st and is still not syncing 

like it should. I have backed 

up all the data, so I don’t 

think I have loss any of my 

stuff. 

I bought 2 used 

computers to replace my 

old stuff. I have them 

working and I think I can get them working 

the way I should. Well the wait I think they 

should. 

OwnCloud is free and very robust. 

OwnCloud is where you save your data, 

meaning pictures, movies, documents, and 

whatever just like a hard drive. The only 

difference is it is in the cloud (on the 

internet) and your computer uses the same 

storage area. If I am up here at Starbucks on 

this computer then go home, it is the version 

of what I am working on up here. It also 

works on my cell phone and my Linux 

Desktop. All my computers share the same 

data. 

There are many companies selling this 

service. Companies like Dropbox, Google, 

Amazon, Apple, etc. I have a storage cloud 

that kind of do this. They chard a fee to do 

it. The thing with them is they are big and 

can do a much better job. 

I am a small guy. I can take an old 

computer, install Linux (not Windows) 

and install ownCloud on it. In a couple 

hours I have my ownCloud that does the 

same thing and maybe more. 

I bought two new used PCs and 

installed big hard drives on them. I 

installed Ubuntu 18.04.1 Linux on them. 

The newest. Then I installed ownCloud 

10.0.0.1 on one and the desktop client on the 

other one. One will have the cloud data and 

the other one will be for data backup. The 

data backup works the same as my laptops, 

but I will use it for just backing up the cloud 

data and nothing else for now. 

I have a backup server where the data is 

now. Since I am having sync issues with my 

laptops. I have not lost any data yet. 

Something is not right and that is why the 

December MRT is not ready yet. 

Kim 
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I have the two replacement PCs ready. 

The current ownCloud is working but 

something is causing the two laptops from 

syncing. The backup server is fine. Right 

now, it is a manual process. And the other 

server has all the other stuff from years past. 

I think it showed 300,000 pictures. Well, 

150,000 maybe. Many of those are backups 

of backups, of backups. 😊 Yes, I have lost 

stuff in the past. I don’t like that. It makes 

me paranoid that I could lose a picture I 

know I had. 

There are two copies of my website, 

Mike’s website on that computer too. Yes, I 

am paranoid! 

I need to get this working seamlessly 

then I can get back to my CNC Router 

project. Now to work on the MRT 

Newsletter. It is one of the files that won’t 

sync between computers. Why????? 

OK, what just happened? This file and 

MRT for last month are in the ownCloud 

data server! What changed? Yes, I can see 

the server from Starbucks! I will give this a 

😐 and not a 😊 just yet. 

Good Times are Coming 

Now that I am home and have a fresh 

look at this Syncing issue with my 

ownCloud I found the problem. It seems that 

when I was setting up after rebuilding the 

server and checking out the laptops, I forgot 

I had renamed one of the folders/directories. 

The sync has been working and just going to 

a different folder. It seems to be working 

now. I will go back to my original plan now 

and see how it goes. This is worth two of 

these. 😊 😊 

Oh, I’ll have to finish MRT 175 first! 

21-Feb-19 9:17am at Starbucks 
Ouch! I walked out of my back door, 

across the patio and BANG! I was on the 

blacktop. Black Ice! I have a sore leg, arm 

and hand. I picked up the laptop and put it 

into the car and headed to the garage for 

some salt. Well it will wait until I get back 

home as the door was froze to the ground. 

After looking around there is a lot of ice 

on the driveway. I need to take care of that 

when I return home. I am getting tired of 

this weather. 

Michele & Grant are in Dallas for the 

weekend where it is 47 now. She left me in 

the cold. 😐 

It is February 

I think I am a little behind with my 

newsletter. It looks like this is the only issue 

I have written since last month. No, I have 

had no problem just haven’t wrote it down. 

What have I been doing? 

Let see… I was working on clearing the 

garage. I have been working on a program to 

organize my pictures. Ah yes, the pictures! 

I scanned my server to see how many 

pictures I have saved. I scanned it for 

“*.jpg’s” and found over 360,000. Yes! So, I 

decided to see what they were. If it took one 

picture every minute, it would take me a 

year to take that many pictures. I only took 

933 when I walked across Spain. 

So, I started seeing that there were a 

bunch that were from when I had the camera 

on the porch. There were a bunch more from 

my GoPro. And another bunch from my 

Webcam and the Weather cam and another 

bunch. Most of these were pictures ever 

minute for years! Most of those cameras are 

long since gone. I dumped 250,000 pictures. 

Today I have 6,200, well 6,143, in the 

doerofthings.com directory. The total is 

about 98,000 JPGs left on the server right 

now. I will be working on it as the days go 

on. 

The program scans a folder and looks for 

any JPG file then creates an album page in 

html. There are 36 thumbnail pictures shown 

on each page. You will see the path to the 

picture, the year it was created, and then file 

size. Doerofthings.com/Albums is where it 

is today. 



Marty’s randoM thoughts 

MRT 

 

3 

I tried doing this a while back so there are 

many pictures that I saved each picture in 4 

sizes to make it load faster. The was Full, 

Original, Small, and Thumbnail sizes. I 

would display the Thumbnail and link to the 

others. The page would load a lot faster. 

Now I am just leaving them full size 

because computers are, so much faster than 

the 1st time I worked on this in 2003. After I 

get this cleaned up a little more, I may do 

that. Right now, I have 25% less then I had 

in the beginning to deal with. 

Clear the Garage 

I started clearing the garage then stopped. 

Then I started and then stopped. I am having 

trouble because it is so cold outside. I need 

to put some of the stuff outside, so I have 

room to move, but it is too cold to do that. I 

will have a lot of stuff for a garage sale. I 

started making a list. 

CNC Router 

I am going to clear out a space so I can 

put a CNC router in the garage. I need a 

minimum space of 4 x 10 feet. I can do that. 

I need to learn how to use it too. I am still 

working on it. 

I must go now because I didn’t charge 

this laptop and it will tell me soon. I will run 

about 12 hours and I forgot to plug it in. Bye 

for now. 

4-Apr-19 5:16pm @home overcast 

and drizzly 
Hey, I am still around!  

CNC Router 
I have my CNC router and have been 

working with it a little. I made a chair to sit 

on while it is carving away.  

After I put it together, I made the sled the 

router needs. It took about 1-1/2 hours to 

mess up the first one. The second one it took 

an hour to mess that one up. As they say, 

“Three is the charm”. It took about an hour 

to get the third one that I’m using. 

The sled is what the router slides around 

on while cutting. Using it takes a while to 

learn. I have a lot to learn. 

I messed up the first chair because I had 

the grain running the wrong way. When I sat 

on it, it felts spongey. I was cutting the 

second one and was too close to the edge of 

my work area and it gouged a cut through 

the wood where it doesn’t look good.  I have 

patch that area and will use it in the garage. 

I will make something soon that I only 

make once. I will show you then. I learn a 

lot every time I do something.  

The only downside on this is the baby 

sitting. You cannot start it and walk away. 

Well not yet any way. The chair took about 

2 hours. Then I need to sand and put it 

together. I have not even thought about 

finishing anything yet. I need better weather. 

I have used 4 different CAD (Computer 

Aided Design) programs to draw what I cut 

then out on the router. These are not easy to 

use. Someone else designed the chair and 

the sled I made. I have not designed my first 

part yet. 

My router is called “Maslow CNC”.  It is 

setup to do 4’ x 8’ and it is not the fastest 

thing in the world. And it is not made to be 

the easiest thing in the world to use either. I 

want to learn how to make things on it. I 

have the time to learn. 

I need to get an orbit sander, drum 

sander, dust collector, and a band saw. 

Those 4 things are on my list. They well 

make some of this easier. 

Other than that, I haven’t started much. 

All year I have been taking it easy, 

Marty 

16-Apr-19 10:07am @EWT 55° 

Sunny 
It seems the snow is leaving us, and the 

grass is getting greener. It won’t be long, 

and we will be wishing it wasn’t so hot. 😊 

I think it may be time to start working on 

my garden. I still must finish cleaning out 
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the garage. After lunch would be a good 

time to start. I have been waiting for a nice 

warm day to pull all that stuff out to see 

what I have. Today may be the day. 

It looks like I have been missing out on 

my newsletter. 

12-May-19 11:13am @home 43° 

partly cloudy 

Happy Mother’s Day Mom, I miss you! 
Today, Mar 12th is the day I bought my 

house back in 1988. Yup 31 years ago. In 

honor of it I ordered a new bed. I have been 

having back issues that seem to be because I 

bought a very cheap bet a couple years ago. 

They will deliver the new bed tomorrow 

afternoon. In a week we will see how that 

goes. 

I have been getting behind on my 

newsletter. I haven’t been hanging around at 

Starbucks. For the most part I just grab 

coffee and leave. Since most of my writing 

was while I sat there, that may answer why I 

haven’t been writing. 

I have been working on my CNC router 

lot too. That is another reason. I have having 

issues with it too. I am trying the learn CAD 

(Computer aided Design) software. It is 

slow going. And the CAM (Computer Aided 

Manufacturing) software I am using may be 

part of what is giving me the issues with the 

CNC Router. I think that Autodesk’s 

“Fusion 360”, CAD/CAM software, might 

be the way to go. It will take the drawings 

and go to the to the CNC router without 

using other products. This is taking a 

learning process. 

Fusion 360 is very powerful stuff. That 

makes it a little complex to learn. I am 

working on it. 

The CNC router is machining my parts 

out of round. I am trying to make then 2-

5/16 round and they are coming out almost 

2-5/16 x 2-3/16”. The last measurement 

showed them 0.100” out of round. An 1/8” 

is 0.125. Not good! I could live with .0010, I 

think. 

So instead of being in the garage re 

calibrating it I went shopping for a new bed. 

I needed a new bed! 

Well, I should head to the garage and 

start working on that calibrating. But I must 

eat first. 

22-May-19 9:03am  
I have a friend that is working in a 

business who is in the middle of a lawsuit 

with the government and doesn’t know 

where it will end up. Though they don’t 

have a lot of money tied up many of their 

friend do. 

I have been through a few bankruptcies 

and it is no fund. Back in the sixty’s my Dad 

filed for bankruptcy. I was young and didn’t 

really know what was happening. 

I had a business a long time ago where 

the company went out of business. I had 

some computer equipment and lot of 

training materials to help me get going. I 

think I had spent $10,000 and it all went 

away. CBSI to help me get started and then 

nothing. About 5 boxes of stuff.  

I wander why I kept that stuff? The 

computer stuff has no value. It might work 

in a 233 PC that has an ICA card slot. I 

should look through the paperwork to see if 

it has any value other than recycling. There 

are many VHS tapes I could view. Well if I 

have a VCR to play them on. 

Oh well, Life goes on…😐 

29-May-19 9:54am @EWT 

Still Around! 

I hope you guys don’t think I am sick or 

something.  I am not! I have just been busy 

doing other things. 

Cork 
Cork, my brother, has been in the 

hospital for a week. He has had so many 

tests I think they should move him into the 
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Lab. He went in with a sore knee. Betsy said 

they may be doing heart surgery. They 

hadn’t told his family yet. Pray for him if 

you are up to it. 

My Car 

My car needs $3,500 of repairs. I think it 

is only worth about $2,000. I am looking for 

a replacement.  

So far, I have found a clean 2008 Toyota 

Prius for about $4,200. The problem with it 

is there 228,000 miles on it. It is the only car 

I have found near the price I want to pay. 

Those miles do not scare me. It is 8 years 

newer than my Honda. 

CNC Router 
And then there it my CNC router thing. It 

would be more fun if I could get it 

calibrated. So far it makes circles about 

1/10th of an inch out of round. I had a part 

break that I need to replace before I can 

work on it again. When you are making 2-

1/2” parts the fit inside another part you 

need it closer than 1/10th inch out of round. 

At 18 inched it as about ¼” out of round. 

That would make a 36” oblong table 35’ x 

36”. Grrr! 😐 

I’m working it. 

Oh, Michelle doesn’t speak old people’s 

language, so I have been over visiting her 

in-laws from Canada. 😊 

4-Jun-19 12:55pm @EWT 62° 

sunnyish 
I am going to try and publish this issue 

by the end of the month. Well, maybe! 

I have that part for my router due to be 

here about Friday. I want to get it back 

together so I can see if I can get the Maslow 

CNC router calibrated and make round 

circles. 

I am ready to go out and find a different 

car. I have the funds and I have an idea what 

I want. I haven’t really looked at any real 

cars yet. On the internet I found a 2008 

Toyota Prius in my price range. I was going 

today to look at it, but Michelle and I need 

to go to Crystal Lake in a while. We’ll eat 

lunch and I think I’ll wait until tomorrow. 

My plan is to look for a Prius or Civic 

first. Then a Ranger or S-10 pickup next. 

Most likely next I’ll look for a 2 door 

Wrangler. If I get that far and haven’t found 

a car yet, I will look for a convertible then a 

big car like a Continental. I have not ruled 

out a 1946 Chevy pick-up like MacGyver 

drove or a 1946 Woody, a Model “T”, fire 

truck, tow truck or maybe even fix mine up. 

No, I really don’t know what I will bring 

home with me. 😐 

6-Jun-19 10:29am @EWT 73° 

Sunny 

Well it isn’t raining! 😊 

New Car 

I have been looking for a new car. The 

last time I bought a new car, I just went into 

the dealer and said;” Give me that one!” and 

pointed to it. Now that was in 2002. It 

doesn’t work that way anymore.  

Now days you look up the car you want 

online and must call to even see if the dealer 

has the car in his lot. It may be in Chicago or 

Timbuctoo, or somewhere. I should have 

guessed that. Afterall I am a computer guy.  

I looked at that 2008 Toyota Prius and a 

2007 Honda Civic Hybrid that was gone by 

the time I got to the dealer. I meant the one 

was just sold and the other one was in 

Belvedere and someone was looking at it. I 

have been looking for a $5,000.00 car. What 

I want cost more. I must up my ante. 

After shopping for the last few days, it 

makes more sense to look for a $15,000 car. 

In that case a new one is only around 

$25,000. 

On the other hand, maybe I will get my 

car fixed. The Honda dealer told me around 

$1000 to fix the structs & alignment. And 

another $2,500 for the manifold & exhaust 

system. I know that sounds high but that is 
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the Honda dealer’s charges. I must try a 

third-party service center. 

If I get the structs fixed, it will give me 

some time to build us some more money. 

CNC Router 

The new part for my router is not due 

until Friday. Nothing is happening there 

until get the new part installed. 

14-Jun-19 9:05am @EWT 64°  

overcast 
Would you believe it is the middle of 

June already? Where has this year gone?  

I was sitting here thinking about TED 

and I decided to watch one of the TED 

Talks. I randomly picked one and watched 

it. Here it is. I recommend it! 
Barry Schwartz: The paradox of choice | TED 
Talk - TED.com 
https://www.ted.com/talks/barry_schwartz_on
_the_paradox_of_choice?language=en  
 

It is less than 20 minutes and is very 

interesting. It has got me thinking. 

CNC Router. 
I have my CNC router back together. I 

also updated the software and firmware. I 

had to recalibrate it because of all of that. I 

didn’t feel like cutting anything to see if the 

circled are round. Before all this a 2” circle 

was about .070” out of round. .070 is 7/100 

or about 1/16”. If I make an 18” circle it 

would be nine times worse. That is 2 times 9 

or 5/8”. I cannot except that! 

When I get home, I will try and cut my 

two-inch part again. Oh, this is what I am 

trying to make. 

Note, it is cut from both sides. I have a 

dowel in the center so when I turn it over it 

is centered to aligned to do the back. It 

works! This part was a bad one, hence the 

gouges on the outer ring. This will give you 

an idea what I am trying to make. 

I need 7 of these. When I get these, I can 

make the rest of this project. If I only needed 

one, I could make it with a drill press and a 

file. 

My challenge is to get the CNC router to 

cut these! With the time I have invested in 

this, I could have bought the $11,000 router. 

Well, maybe a X-carve for $2,000! 

Well I will keep working on it for a while 

longer. 

17-Jun-19 5:06pm @home 68° 

Overcast 
Do you think that someday we might get 

some sunshine for a whole week in a row? 

Summer starts about Friday and I haven’t 

published an issue of Marty’s Random 

Thoughts yet. I think after I finish my 

thoughts, I will cut this off and start the next 

issue. 

Here is what is going on in my life.  

file:///C:/Users/metra/ownCloud/0_Documents/__Current_work_files/Barry%20Schwartz:%20The%20paradox%20of%20choice%20|%20TED%20Talk%20-%20TED.comhttps:/www.ted.com/talks/barry_schwartz_on_the_paradox_of_choice%3flanguage=en
file:///C:/Users/metra/ownCloud/0_Documents/__Current_work_files/Barry%20Schwartz:%20The%20paradox%20of%20choice%20|%20TED%20Talk%20-%20TED.comhttps:/www.ted.com/talks/barry_schwartz_on_the_paradox_of_choice%3flanguage=en
file:///C:/Users/metra/ownCloud/0_Documents/__Current_work_files/Barry%20Schwartz:%20The%20paradox%20of%20choice%20|%20TED%20Talk%20-%20TED.comhttps:/www.ted.com/talks/barry_schwartz_on_the_paradox_of_choice%3flanguage=en
file:///C:/Users/metra/ownCloud/0_Documents/__Current_work_files/Barry%20Schwartz:%20The%20paradox%20of%20choice%20|%20TED%20Talk%20-%20TED.comhttps:/www.ted.com/talks/barry_schwartz_on_the_paradox_of_choice%3flanguage=en
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Car 

My car needs about $3,500 worth of 

repairs per Honda. The body is very, very 

rusty too. The Blue Book value says it is 

only worth about $1,500. It needs Struts 

which they say cost about $269 each. I can 

get them through Amazon for about $169. 

Saving me $200. I can install them as there 

are only 7 bolts to remove on each side. 

Then $100 for an alignment. Making the 

$1,000 (best price) come down to about 

$500. It would cost me $5,000 for a used 

car. 

CNC Router 
My CNC router has been giving me 

problems. I am still working on it to get it 

cut a round circle. I may have to scrap this 

project and cut my losses. I am still working 

on it. 

Walking Across Spain 

I am thinking of walking the Camino 

again next year. First thing I need to do this 

time is to see if I have the energy to do it 

again. With all the things that are falling 

apart, I need to make sure I have enough 

money. 

First, I need to get into shape. I am 

starting today as I just got my new Fitbit. 

My old one says I only went 190 steppes 

today. I know I have walked at lease 200. 

😊 In any case I have just finished charging 

the new one. 

Stove 

I need a new kitchen stove in the next 

year or so. It is 30 years old and could fail 

more. Only half the burners work if you use 

a match to light them. It has gas pilot lights 

instead of spark lights. Even my camper has 

spark lighters on it, and it is a 1994. 😊 

My Roof 

It is time for me to replace my roof too. It 

was 1993 when I shingled it. When the roof 

was replaced it was re-roofed from the 

ceiling. To give you an idea how long ago it 

was with Victor helped us do this job. Here 

is a list of people who were involved. Well 

as near as I remember this is the list. Mike, 

Cork, Jeremy, Mom, Aunt Annie, Bill 

Salzman, Shari, and Me. Oh Yes Shaun 

Zitlo and his crew removed the old roof. 

Anyway, it needs to be re-roofed again. It 

will be 26 years on Labor Day.  

That is enough crying and publish this 

issue.  

Wow, this is to 20th year of Marty’s 

Random Thoughts! 

I hope you are all well! 

Marty 

18-Jun-19 9:14am 62° Sunny 
Wow, todays is Iain’s Birthday! You may 

ask;” Who is Iain?” Well,7 years ago I went 

to his birthday party on the west coast of 

Spain. After that I started my journey home. 

Can you believe it has been seven years 

ago? 

Follow up 

 

• Cork is home. He is working on 

getting well in better shape doe 

there can work on his knee and 

other things. 
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EW Training 
Functional Strength Training  
Woodstock Illinois 

(815) 308-5021 

info@EWTrainingWoodstock.com 

EWTrainingWoodstock.com 

 

We are a group of 

regular folks working hard 

to open a community-

owned grocery store in 

McHenry County, IL and 

we hope you will join us! 
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