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1-AUG-2009 8:04am 65° 
A new month has 

come to us. Yup 

it is August now 

and we have to 

write "8" now 

instead of "7". 

Chair Sleeping 

 This morning I woke up to the 

sound of drilling. At first I was 

wandering what was going on. Then I 

opened my eyes and they were selling 

The Kreg Jig® on TV, a neat tool system 

for joining wood. I was still half a sleep 

and almost got on the phone bought one. 

 I woke up just in time to get it out 

of my head. 

 Since I was awake at 5:30am I 

decided to go and see if Mary was awake 

yet. She was but I think everyone else as 

sleeping in this morning. When I left 

there Heather had just came beck from 

dropping her car off to find out why the 

check engine light kept coming one. And 

there were two bikers that just came in 

and there were only 3 other people that 

were there all the time I was. 2 of them 

were Tonya and Jeremy. Maybe August 

is going to be a slow month. 

Gladiolas 

 I returned from lunch with Aunt 

Annie and I was asking her when she 

thought I might start seeing some 

flowers.  She didn't know 

either.  

 Maybe I will get some 

flower after all. I see I have 

buds on some of the plants. I 

was starting to wander if I 

would ever blossoms. Here is 

what I saw just a little while 

ago. 

Garden 

 After looking at the Gladiolas 

I thought I should check 

the other plants. There are 

a few cucumbers on the 

vines as you see here 

some are smaller than 

others. 

 
 I guess the grapes are slow growing. 

 
 The Raspberries are growing and 

should have berries to eat next year. The 

Mulberries might have berries if I would 
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let them grow. I think the Poppies are 

growing. It is hard to tell with the 

Raspberries taking over that area.  

 Some of this stuff grows better 

than the weeds in the lawn so there is 

nothing for me to do. Others you have to 

water to make them grow. 

 I remember a few years back I had 

another 20 feet of raspberries growing 

don the side of the driveway. They kept 

attacking my truck so I had to remove 

them. When the motor home is gone I 

might let them grow along the fence 

again. 

2-Aug-2009 10:51am 68° 

3-Aug-2009 7:43pm 77° 
 I have a motor home for sale. Are 

you looking for one? 

 Remember the other day I took a 

couple of pictures of my cucumbers. 

Well they are growing very fast. This 

picture is the same one that was in the 

second picture on page one. I picked it 

and ate it. It was good! 

 
My 1st cucumber of 2009. 

The shoe and hose is there so you can tell the size. 

4-Aug-2009 6:13pm 79° 

5-Aug-2009 10:11am 70° 
 How did it get to be so late? Oh 

that's right slept in this morning. What is 

today going bring? Better yet, what do I 

have to offer today? 

 How can you run out of 8-1/2x11 

paper and ink at the same time? Well I 

did. So I made a Sam's Club run. For 

now it is the best price on Paper and ink. 

I can buy a case of paper for about the 

price of 3 packages at Wal-Mart. 

07-Aug-2009 8:02am 66° 
Long Walk in those Shoes 

2 days ago Mike called and asked if I 

could bring Petra her shoes. No, she had 

shoes. She had bought a new pair of 

shoes online and had them shipped to me 

because they were coming here and she 

could pick them up. 

 Yesterday I met then on the trail to 

Utica, IL. They are walking the Illinois 

Michigan Canal trail to the Fox River on 

this part of the journey. I parked in Utica 

and walked west a couple of miles and 

met Mike and Petra then walked back to 

the car in the little park. 

 
 While walking with them I noticed 

that Petra did not have that spring in her 

step. It was the shoes she said. I think she 
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said there was over 900 miles on that 

pair. Yes, 900 miles. Most shoes are 

good for 200 to 300 miles. She had said 

that she figured she would have made it 

to Woodstock. I guess not! 

 I enjoyed the road trip and was 

happy I could help. 

 So they were off and I also got to 

get my car was on the open road for a 

couple hours.  

 My car has not been vary far out of 

town much since I retired so I am sure it 

liked to get the dust blown off it. I know 

the car enjoyed the trip because it yield 

59 miles per gallon for the 200 mile 

round trip. 

 Anyway Mike & Petra are doing 

well and their plans are heading to the 

Fox River via the I & M Canal then 

Elgin before coming to Woodstock. They 

guessed it be 11 or 12 days yet. 

I'm in Trouble 

 Kim said her name was not in the 

last newsletter. I walked in the restaurant 

this morning and she lit on me like a 

heard of locus. I am Sorry Kim!   

 On July 5th I said: "I enjoyed my 

times with friends yesterday." Those 

friends gathered at Kim & Bills. 

 If you don't know Kim she looks 

like this. See the glow. Kim is an angle. 

   
 I am sorry Kim I didn't get your 

name in the newsletter last time. 

Calendar 

 Last issue I only printed the 

Birthday. The events, anniversary, and 

other things were left out because it 

would not all fit on the page. I figured 

that most people would look online at 
www.martysrandomthoughts.com/webcalendar 

Early autumn 

 Petra said something in passing 

that I had noticed too. There are a lot of 

leaves falling all ready. I noticed last 

week a few leaved had fallen to the 

ground. I just discounted it because it 

http://www.martysrandomthoughts.com/webcalendar
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could be birds or squirrels playing in the 

trees. Today I see a lot more falling to 

the ground.  

 Is this because it has been so dry? 

Does this mean that we are going to have 

an early autumn? Or do they always start 

to fall around this time of year and I have 

been too busy to notice?  

English think so 

 I went to check on "Early 

Autumn" and found this posting from 

The Telegraph: 
A growing number of experts believe that this 

year’s unpredictable weather, which brought 

spring on early, then deluged Britain with 

record rainfall, has now taken us straight to 

autumn - bypassing summer altogether.  

Fruiting holly has been spotted in Hampshire, 

conkers are appearing in Essex, blackberries 

are ripe in Devon and the nation’s orchards are 

preparing for an early harvest.  

Adrian Barlow, of English Apples and Pears, 

said early apple varieties were already being 

harvested.  

… 
Source: www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/3302157/Autumn-comes-early.html  

Farmers Almanac Weather 

Great Lakes/Midwest 

August 2009 

1st-3rd Unsettled, with showery rains.  4th-7th 

Becoming partly cloudy to clear.  8th-11th 

Clear, hot, and humid.  12th-15th Slow-moving 

storm system brings hefty rains for the Great 

Lakes south to Kentucky.  16th-19th Rains 

briefly end, then return by the 19th.  20th-23rd 

Heavy Great Lakes thunderstorms. Heavy rains 

for Ohio 

River Basin.  24th-27th Heavy rains gradually 

subside, and it turns somewhat cooler and drier. 

 28th-31st Another round of unseasonably chilly 

air follows heavy rains and thunderstorms.   

 

September 2009 

1st-3rd Record low temperatures Great Lakes.  4th-

7th A shower or two initially, then clear and 

unseasonably chilly air.  8th-11th Unseasonably 

chilly air spills across the Lakes and moves 

south. Heavy showers push east out of the Ohio 

River Basin.  12th-15th Showers and 

thunderstorms followed by cooler weather. 

 16th-19th Showery weather.  20th-23rd Light 

showers.  24th-27th Light scattered showers. 

Cool to start, then moderating.  28th-30th 

Developing storm system brings rainy weather, 

followed by an early freeze or frost.   
Source: www.farmersalmanac.com/weather/USA-Midwest-weather  

 There is too much rain in the 

forecast for August. It sounds like April! 

08-Aug-2009 3:43pm 79° 
The Motorhome Must Go 

 You may know by now that I a 

trying to sell my motor home. I may have 

not told you why. Here are my thoughts. 

 I like to drive when I go places if it 

be on vacation or just to go some where 

to be there. Like the other day when I 

went to Utica to deliver a pair of shoes. 
Why I want to sell 

 I may drive for 3 or 4 days to get 

there to just turn around the next day or 2 

and come home. The motor home is ok 

for a place to stay those couple of days at 

the destination. You don’t have to look 

for a place to stay or a place to eat. All 

you really need is a place to park. The 

motor home has a stove, frig, microwave, 

TV, table, shower, tub, bath room and 

almost everything else you may have in a 

house. 

 In my case there is just too much 

for me. I like to stop in some of the out 

of the way places and many of them don't 

have enough room for my motor home. 

 There is way more room inside 

that I need. I like to eat in restaurants 

when I'm on the road. It is nice having 

the stove, microwave, frig and all the 

cupboard space When you eat out you 

don’t need that. 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/3302157/Autumn-comes-early.html
http://www.farmersalmanac.com/weather/USA-Midwest-weather
http://www.farmersalmanac.com/weather/USA-Midwest-weather
http://www.farmersalmanac.com/weather/USA-Midwest-weather
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 That leaves a bathroom. When you 

need to go there is almost always a gas 

station. Even in there isn't and you 

wanted to use the one on board there isn't 

a place to pull off the road. Remember I 

am alone most of the time. My Dad use 

to ask some one to go for him. ☺ 

 You can take a bath or shower in 

the motor home. In most camp grounds 

you can use their water for you shower. 

Showers and bath use a lot of the water 

that you are hauling. 

 And now it is bed time. There is a 

nice queen size bed in the back. It takes a 

lot of space. There is enough room for 3 

people to sleep there. Most of the time 

those other two people are some where 

else. 

 Don't get me wrong. Having a 

motor home is nice. You have everything 

with you for the whole trip. You just find 

a campground, a rest area, or even a 

parking lot will do. Just park and spend 

the night where it is allowed. 

 Being I am alone most of the time 

I find it hard to enjoy driving this big rig 

around for a long trip. 
Why You Might Buy 

 In my case it is too big. For two to 

four people it would save a lot of money. 

You would save on cooking and lodging 

for a trip. You could have everything at 

hand.  You could tow a car for the side 

trips. 

 You could switch driver to get 

somewhere sooner. If you need a snack 

while driving you could have someone 

give it for you without stopping. You 

shouldn't really eat or drink while driving 

but you could. Or you could just stop and 

switch drivers and eat you snack. 

 Spending time with friends is good 

for getting to enjoy each other. 
Other Pros 

 With 4 people it is like getting 24 

mpg per person. 

 You could put enough stuff in the 

motorhome to last a week or so 

depending how many go along. With 66 

gallons of fresh water you could go a 

long time only stopping for fuel. 

 You have everything on wheels. 

Just add cell phone. 
Other Cons 

 It needs more room to park and it 

get only eight mpg. 
Sales Pitch 

 You can go to any of my web sites 

and click on the 

picture of the 

motorhome and see 

more details or go to 

this place 

www.doerofthings.com/forsale  

9-Aug-2009 6:31pm 77° 

10-Aug-2009 9:37am 72° 
 I just returned from Angelo's 

where I had breakfast with Anila. 

 Now I should to get out there and 

cut the grass again. I just don't like all of 

that humidity that is out there now. 

Good Samaritan Service 

How many of you remember this?  

This is what Doer of Things was before.  

 I had a small printing press in the 

60's or 70's and used 

to print stuff up to 3x5 

inches. Some where 

around that time I 

started Good 

Samaritan 

service 

http://www.doerofthings.com/forsale
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because it seemed I was always helping 

people and they were seniors or young 

women. So I printed a bunch of these 

cards. Within a year it became Doer of 

Thing. 

 I was going through a box of stuff 

and I found one of the original copies of 

the list. As you see I could not type back 

then either. Yes that was a typewriter! 

  

13-Aug-2009 11:42am 81° 
 Steve told me to check out this 

web site. "There I Fixed It.com". That is 

http://thereifixedit.com. I checked out 9 

pages and laughed at all of them. 

Thanks Steve! 

15-Aug-2009 9:42am 75° 
 Well let see…Oh yah, Yesterday 

the motor home left the driveway for 

Rockford. No it isn't sold. I put it up for 

renting at Sunny Island R.V. Sales and 

Service formally Al's RV Sales and 

Service. It seemed to be a better way to 

go for now. 

 I have been struggling with letting 

go of the motor home for quit a long 

time. Now I will struggle with 

withdrawal after having it so long. 

 Now my grass along the driveway 

will get some sun light in two more spots 

where I parked the pickup and another 

where the motor home blocked it.  

 Now I have to figure how to store 

myself of all the belongings I stored in 

the motorhome that are plugging up my 

house and garage. 

 It is time to let go of things. I cling 

to too much stuff that is not really that 

important. 

Mike and Petra 

 The Pilgrims were in Elgin last 

night and I am going to meet them at 

Nike's Pizza in Crystal Lake tonight. 

 This means some time tomorrow 

they should be strolling in to Woodstock.  

Paper Work 

 With all of that messing around 

with the motor home I got way behind 

with paper work. I have to get going on 

that in the next couple days. 

 I don't really mind doing the paper 

work unless the pile gets too high and 

then falls over before I do it. Well it will 

wait! 

Later 

 Well the grass didn’t get cut, I 

missed lunch, and I didn't get to the paper 

work, but I did have dinner with Mike 

and Petra. 

16-Aug-2009 9:34am 78° 
 It looks like it is going to be hot 

and humid again today. Maybe it will 

rain too. Well it is August so I guess this 

is normal for this area. 

http://thereifixedit.com/
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 I read somewhere once that in 

Arizona that September is the hot month. 

August has clouds left over for the 

monsoons in July and September had 

none making it hotter. 

 In any cast it had been very humid 

the last week or so. 

Wind Generator 

 I see Menards now has wind 

generators to sell. They have the small 

400 watt units that I have been looking at 

for a long time. I am trying to use 

restraints to not buy one.  

 This is the Southwest Windpower's 

Air X motel that would look nice up on 

my tower.  

 For safety reasons I am not sure I 

want it on the tower. If the tower fell 

down and went north it would fall into 

the school's parking lot and there could 

be people there. Any other direction it 

would land on my property. Safety is 

important when you are talking about 

moving things 50 feet in the air. 

 There is another kind on 

wind generator that is much 

safer for my property. The 

vertical wind generators look 

some thing like the one Jen 

Lento had on his place.  

 This is something like 

what I was looking at but I can not have 

one like this because it still has to go on a 

pole of a tower. There is another that 

mounts on the roof and is much easier to 

install. 

 Anyway I am not ready for a wind 

generator just yet.  

17-Aug-2009 2:09pm 75° 
 Mike and Petra finally got to 

Woodstock last night. We had breakfast 

this morning at Angelo's and they are 

spending there day with me. 

 We sat on the front porch talking 

and watching the cars go by. I think we 

watched the grass grow for a while too. 

 We were all using the internet for a 

while and I forgot how much network 

race horse (resources) get used up when 

three people are using the internet all at 

once. I remember now! 

Birthday 

 Today is the day Mom was born 

back in 1917. Wow, she would be 92! 

That's not too old. It is only 30 years 

older than me. ☺ 

 It is also 10 years after they wired 

me back to gather after I came apart after 

my open heart. Do any of your remember 

that? 

A Sad Note 
 I heard today that Mary's dad died. 

I am sure we are all sorry to hear this. 

Garden 

 I was out picking some cucumbers 

the other day and they are fine except for 

they were not watered enough.  They 

stopped growing then started again 

making them look a little funny. 

 
 Thinking about not looking so 

good, the grapes are food of the beetles. 
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 I may have to break down and get 

some chemicals to kill them. The home 

remedies are not working so far. I know 

the Beetles really like the Grapes. 

20-Aug-2009 7:33am 67°  
 

  
Puzzle 

 Yesterday I was cleaning out some 

of my stuff and I found this picture. 

 
 I think that is my sister Marie is on 

the left and I am on the right and maybe 

the little guy is my brother Jake 

(Mathew).  

 I was thinking the bridge might be 

South Street going over US 14. If this is 

so, what are us little kids doing playing 

in the dirt along the highway? And who 

took this picture?  

 The only other over pass in 

Woodstock is the RR track near rout 47 

and Lake Street and isn't there.  

 The question for this issue is to tell 

me if I am right about who is in this 

picture and where and who took it. 

 Send me your thoughts. 

The Pilgrims 

 Mike and Petra will be in town for 

while longer. They have been busy 

visiting friends and family and getting 

things ready for the next lag of there 

walk to Jerusalem.  

 They are using my car while they 

are in Woodstock. This make me learn 

how to use a clutch to shift the pickup 

and how to roll down the windows with a 

crank. I think the car has spoiled me a 

little.  

 The good thing about driving the 

pickup is I get more exercise than driving 

the car. Well at least my left leg and left 

arm gets a little. ☺ 

 It is nice to have them in town. 

Newsletters 
 What have I been doing? I have 

about 50 unread newsletters in my email 

folder. I only get a few kinds of news 

letters so I should have gotten so far 

behind. Some of then are weekly and a 

few are monthly. I cancelled most of the 

magazines I was getting because they 

would just pile up until they fell over. 
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And you know who had to clean up the 

mess. Me! 

 Maybe this rainy day would be a 

good to try and read a few. Maybe I 

could go have breakfast with Kim first. 

 Maybe Mike & Petra and Aunt 

Annie would like to go too. 

 Well I have breakfast a setup of 

9:30 this morning. Aunt Annie will be 

late if she shows up and Mike & Petra 

sounded like they were still a sleep when 

I talked to them.  

 Since it is only 8:45 I think I will 

read a couple of those newsletters while I 

wait. 

RV Travel Newsletter 
Trivia 

Dogs and cats are susceptible to the same 

dangers of secondhand smoke as humans. An 

online survey found that more than 28 percent 

of smokers would quit if they knew that their 

habit was endangering their pets, while about 

16 percent of non-smokers would ask their 

partners to quit for a pet's sake. SOURCE: 

Bottom Line Health 
Worth Pondering 

"Mistakes are the portals of discovery." --James 

Joyce 
Trivia 

Java-Log brand firelogs are the only 

manufactured firelogs made from a base of 

recycled coffee grounds. In addition to reducing 

emissions by using spent coffee grounds, the 

fireplace logs divert more than 10 million 

kilograms, or 20 million pounds, of coffee waste 

each year from landfills. 
Random RV Thought 

This is a bad situation: You pull into a 

campground beneath a beautiful pine tree. You 

dine, enjoy a campfire, then go to sleep. At 

dawn, a loud "boom" explodes on your rooftop 

waking you from your peaceful slumber. Then 

there's a second, and a third! Terrorist 

explosives on the roof? No, just a squirrel 

dining above on pine cones, dropping them 

when done. You step outside and see him 50 feet 

above you. You say "shoo squirrel," and he 

looks at you with authority and says, "No, the 

food is good and you can't do anything about 

it." And you realize that we humans do not 

always have the upper hand with nature, even 

small rodents. 
Bumper Snicker 

"I see dumb people." 
Worth Pondering 

"The greatest pleasure in life is doing what 

people say you cannot do." --Walter Bagehot 
Source: RV Newsletter #380 & 381 

On My Own 

 So I got out to the Three Brothers 

to see Kim and Lula sat me in Sandi's 

section. I found out Kim was home sick 

today. So I was sitting at a table in a table 

for five, but I was all alone.  

 Aunt Annie had told me she most 

likely wouldn't be there because she was 

waiting for someone at here house. I 

figured she would not be coming. 

 I sat there for a half hour or so then 

called Mike to see if I should wait. He 

said they weren't coming either.  

 So must have I looked pretty funny 

sitting at a big table all alone. I moved to 

smaller table and ate breakfast all alone. 

 All is not lost. The sun is going to 

come out so I can hang out my laundry to 

dry. And I am going to read a few more 

of those RV newsletters. 

RV Travel  

Dear reader,  

I am thrilled to report that an RV television 

show will soon be back on the air. RVTV, hosted 

by Rob Engman, will debut next month on the 

Versus TV network, which reaches 83 percent of 

all U.S. households. The weekly 30-minute show 

will also appear on Channel 151 on the DISH 

channel and on Channel 603 on DirectTV. 

RVTV had previously aired on the much smaller 

Outdoor Channel. … 

More on this at: 
www.rvtravel.com/publish/newsletter/issue382.shtml 

http://www.rvtravel.com/publish/newsletter/issue382.shtml
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Random RV Thought 

At home when you run out of something that you 

need for dinner, you make a fast trip to the 

supermarket. But when you are camping far 

from a store, there is nowhere to go. And thus 

begins a process of going through the 

cupboards or fridge to try to find what can be 

used as a substitute. More often than not, 

something is found and the meal is a success. 

Actually, this process can be very creative and 

adds a bit of a challenge to getting by while on 

the road. 
Bumper Snicker 

"If the screams from my trunk bother you, turn 

up your radio." 
Worth Pondering 

"Life is just a mirror, and what you see out 

there you must first see inside of you." -- Wally 

"Famous" Amos 
Bumper Snicker 

"Are you drunk or just on your cell phone?" 
Bumper Snicker 

"I had a life and then my job ate it" 
Worth Pondering 

"Of course there is no formula for success 

except perhaps an unconditional acceptance of 

life and what it brings." --Arthur Rubinstein 
Source: RV Travel Newsletter # 382,383, & 384 

Laundry 

 Well the sun isn't shinning but the 

wind is blowing nice for hanging out the 

laundry. I will get back to the newsletter 

later. 

21-Aug-2009 8:03am 61° 
 It cooled down a little! WGN radio 

reported that is very low for August and 

it will be cool for then next few days. 

RV Travel 

 I only have 7 more of these to 

read. And there will be another one 

tonight. Today I am going to try to get 

caught up with these RV Travel 

newsletters. I thought I could do that or 

sit on the patio and watch the laundry 

dry. 

RV Boondocking Tips 

Dry your clothes using solar power 

By Russ and Tina De Maris 

Some laundromats charge outrageous prices for 

drying clothes. Old Sol will do it for free. You 

could take along a portable clothes dryer 

system, but there are alternatives. For the 5th 

wheel set, we've seen some who put hooks under 

their front overhang area and string lines 

between the hooks; some even tie longer lines to 

"cargo hooks" on their pickup trucks and string 

them back to hooks on the rig. Others run out 

the awning and string clothes lines between the 

awning arms. Rainy day? We've found a 

retractable clothesline from the RV store set up 

in the tub/shower area can really help. Be sure 

to crack open the bathroom roof vent to exhale 

the excess moisture. 

Comment from Marty: See even RVers use Solar 

close dryers. 
Trivia 
Soft serve ice cream, invented in 1938, has less 

fat than regular ice cream. It contains air 

introduced at the time of freezing which helps 

make the ice cream taste creamier, smoother 

and lighter, and appears whiter than other ice 

cream. Dairy Queen is the largest seller of the 

product. 

Comment by Marty: I bought a ice cream makes a 

few weeks ago. Once I made it per the 

recipe it was good. The last batch was 

even better. It took only about 25 

minutes to freeze it into ice cream. 
Random RV Thought 

Traveling or even living full-time in an RV may 

make you realize that you can live comfortably 

in a much smaller space than in a traditional 

home. The thought may strike you that "I really 

don't need all the stuff back home because what 

is most important to me is right here." Face it, 

in an RV, you eat just as well, you sleep just as 

well, you dress just as well (if you choose) and 

you are just as warm or cool as you choose to 

be. And with an RV, when you get tired of the 

view out your window, you can easily move to a 

new one. 
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Comment by Marty: I did learn this while on my 

RV treks. Mike & Petra are doing the 

same but they even carry less. Think 

about how many of us have a house full 

of stuff you don't use link me? 
Bumper Snicker 
"I missed winning the lottery by only six 

numbers!" Me too! 
Worth Pondering 

"Perhaps the feelings that we experience when 

we are in love represent a normal state. Being 

in love shows a person who he should be." --

Anton Checkov 
Trivia 

Ever wonder what the liquids in your RV weigh? 

Here are the answers in pounds per gallon:  

Water: 8.3  

Gasoline: 5.6  

Diesel Fuel: 6.8  

Propane: 4.2 
Bumper Snicker 

"I don't need kids, I married one!" 
Worth Pondering 

"If you don't like your job, you don't strike! You 

just go in every day, and do it really half assed. 

That's the American way." --Homer Simpson 

Comment from Marty: Chuck Woodbury the 

Editor and Publisher of the RV Travel 
newsletter had a live RV video show 
now. The link is of his first video feed 
in July. It is an hour so you may not 
want to watch the whole thing. I 
watch the first few minutes. You can 
get a feel for the problem you have 
when you kind of know what you are 
doing. http://twitcam.com/ayn  
 RVing in 1937 as seen on a movie theater 
newsreel 

http://www.rvvideos.com/2007/02/rving-in-

1937-as-seen-on-movie-theater.html  
Trivia 

Have you ever wondered how a bird finds a 

worm underground? Here's how: When a bird 

stands on the ground near a worm that is 

crawling underneath, it can feel the earth's 

vibrations with its very sensitive feet. It will also 

position its head to put into operation the low 

frequency apparatus of its ears. Then, when it 

zeroes in on the worm, it pierces the earth with 

a sudden stab of its beak, grabs the tasty morsel 

and gobbles it up. 
Random RV Thought 

When you're camping but away from your RV -- 

perhaps hiking or just taking a walk -- and all of 

a sudden a cold wind starts a blowin,' and then 

the sky opens up with rain. . . well, after you 

race back to your RV, open that door and step 

inside. . . that is one of the finest feelings in the 

world. Ten minutes later, after you've dried 

yourself off and put on dry clothes, you can 

relax and listen to the pitter-patter of rain on 

the roof, and be very happy that you are comfy 

as can be in your little mini-house. 
Bumper Snicker 

"If you can read this I can hit my brakes and sue 

you." 
Worth Pondering 

"An intellectual snob is someone who can listen 

to the William Tell Overture and not think of 

The Lone Ranger." --Dan Rather 
RV Boondocking Tips 

Meals on wheels. Really! 

If you have good battery power or sufficient 

juice from your RV alternator, here's a tip for 

cooking a meal while traveling. Whip up a meal 

in your slow-cooker or "crock pot," carefully 

packing the cooking utility in the coach sink. 

After a long drive day, your dinner will be 

waiting. And if you make a big enough supper, 

you may have leftovers enough for another 

meal! 

By Russ and Tina De Maris 

Comment from Marty: You don't need an RV to do 

this at home. 
Trivia 

Alaska has an estimated 100,000 glaciers, 

ranging from tiny cirque glaciers to huge valley 

glaciers. There are more active glaciers and ice 

fields in Alaska than in the rest of the inhabited 

world. The largest glacier is the Malaspina at 

850 square miles. Five percent of the state, or 

29,000 square miles, is covered by glaciers. 
Random RV Thought 

If you value your sleep, never camp within short 

walking distance of a tavern. When it closes, 

http://twitcam.com/ayn
http://www.rvvideos.com/2007/02/rving-in-1937-as-seen-on-movie-theater.html
http://www.rvvideos.com/2007/02/rving-in-1937-as-seen-on-movie-theater.html
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there's a good chance some of the patrons will 

stagger back to the campground to continue 

their party (translation: noise!). 
Small Towns You Gotta Love:  
Toad Suck, Arkansas 

Locals say the name of the town came years ago 

from ferry boat captains who would sit on hot 

days between crossings and "suck down 

moonshine whisky 'til they swole up like toads." 

Toad Suck is located north of Little Rock just 

west of Conway. Buy a Toad Suck coffee mug if 

you visit. 
Bumper Snicker 

Energizer Bunny Arrested; Charged With 

Battery 
Worth Pondering 

"You know, Wally, shaving is just one of the 

outward signs of being a man. It's more 

important to try to be a man inside first." --

Ward Cleaver 
Source: RV Travel Newsletter # 385, 386, 387, 388, & 380 

Break Time 

 I need a break from this. Maybe 

my laundry is dry now. It is clouding up 

and I best get then down if it's dry. 

22-Aug-2009 5:45pm 66° 
 Mike & Petra came over last night 

and kept talking about going to 

McDonald's for ice cream. Well we got 

to talking and it got too late. 

 It was late enough that we decide 

to go up town and have a beer instead. I 

couldn't remember the last time I had 

been in a bar in Woodstock.  

Changes Around Town 

 The crowd at Odd Fellows was 

very noisy! Maybe I just was not use to 

the noise. I noticed that all the people in 

there were kids. Well compared to me 

they were very young. 

 I think the last time I was in this 

building it was Donahue Furniture. That 

would be 30 years ago. I don't know how 

long Odd Fellow's have been in this 

location.  

 After we finished our beers we 

went out the back door and into the 

Town Tap. Petra said it was too smoky 

for her so we left. Yes I know you can't 

smoke in bars any more. But old habits 

are hard to change. Mike and I looked 

around to see what had changed. It 

looked to me as though they had knocked 

out a wall to make it bigger. 

 We went across to the Liquid 

Blues. I remember this as the Budweiser 

then Uncle Dan's. It was a bar and 

restaurant. Now there is a pool table 

where you sat in the restaurant to eat and 

the kitchen is now the bathrooms.

 There was a band playing in 

another room that had been added on to 

the side by opening up a wall. There was 

a bar and tables in the new room to enjoy 

the entertainment.  

 I have not been keeping up. I 

wonder what else has changed in 

Woodstock.  

25-Aug-2009 2:00pm 79° 
 It has been a nice day today. I 

walked up town twice today. 

I went out and planted my fall garden. I 

planted radishes, lettuce, and some 

strawberries. I don’t know if strawberries 

are for a fall garden. I had some that 

never got planted so just put in the 

garden anyway. 

 This is what the last issue of 

Mother Earth News said to do: 
10 to 12 weeks before your first killing frost 

 Set out broccoli, Brussels sprouts, 

cabbage, cauliflower, kale, kohlrabi and 

cauliflower seedlings, along with celery, bulb 

fennel and parsley. 

 Direct-sow beets, carrots, collards, leeks 

and scallions, along with more lettuce and 

radishes. In some areas, even fast-maturing 
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peas and potatoes will do well in the fall 

garden. 
Source:  Mother Earth News August/September 2009 

More about Mary 

 Anila told me that Mary won't be 

back to work until next month. That is 

only next week. MJ is getting married 

and you know Mary she wants to be 

there when her baby boy gets married. 

11:04pm 

 It is a little late and I noticed the 

computer was still awake. I was awake 

and we just got a burst of a rain storm. 

With all of this happening I thought I 

would check out some more of those 

newsletters I haven't finished. 

RV Travel 
Trivia 

More than three-quarters of the Alaska 

Highway lies within Canada, as do the major 

access routes to the Alaska Highway. 
Random RV Thought 

It is sometimes hard to hear the television or 

stereo in your RV during a pounding rainstorm. 

But the sound of the storm is a very nice 

reminder that you are cozy and dry, which is 

pleasing. This is an excellent time to relax with 

a cup of hot chocolate and a good book. 
Bumper Snicker 

The closer you get the slower I'll drive. 
Worth Pondering 

"The secret of staying young is to live honestly, 

eat slowly, and lie about your age." --Lucille 

Ball 
Bill's Hints 

"When approaching a red signal, reduce 

your speed in advance, and try to catch 

the signal after it has turned green. This 

will save you fuel and help you keep up 

with traffic." --From Motorhomes Made 

Easy. 
Comment by Marty: Cars too! 

RV runs on food and water 

 
Now, this is one "Green RV" -- no gas or diesel 

needed. Just water and food to power the one-

human-powered engine.  

 

Artist Kevin Cyr built this pedal-powered RV in 

April, 2008. The camper sits on a modified 

three-wheeled bike. Inside, it includes small but 

efficient appliances, a place to sleep and 

storage space. Kevin Cyr was born in 

Edmundston, NB, Canada, in 1976 and grew up 

in the paper mill town of Madawaska, Maine. 

He now lives and works in Brooklyn, New York. 

For the past couple of years, his work has 

focused on vehicles he's encountered in his 

neighborhood and where he's traveled in the 

U.S. and abroad. Cyr finds beauty in derelict 

and unkempt vehicles, in particular, those often 

associated with working-class society. 

 

So far, only one bike camper has been built, so 

don't look for it on the lot of your local RV 

dealer.  
Posted by Chuck Woodbury 

Question of the Week    

 

How many books did you read in the last year?    

 

With  1392 responses thus far  

 

Books Read 

 

Percent 

Number 

of Votes 

None 16.09% 224 

1 to 5 22.99% 320 

6 to 15 20.91% 291 

16 to 30 14.22% 198 

31 to 60 11.64% 162 

61 to100 7.61% 106 
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More than 100 6.45% 91 

 
Trivia 

The greatest depth of the Grand Canyon is more 

than a mile -- about 6,000 feet. Its ten miles 

wide at Grand Canyon Village, but as much as 

18 miles wide elsewhere. 
Bumper Snicker 

If we aren't suppose to eat animals, why are 

they made of meat? 

Source: www.rvtravel.com  issue 391 & 392 

 
 

 Well I'm caught up with the RV 

Travel newsletter. I think I can go to bed 

now. Good-night! 

26-Aug-2009 1:09pm 65° 
 

28-Aug-2009 8:16am 61° 
 What's up with this weather? 

August should be the warmest month of 

the year and here it has been as low as 

50° in the last few days. Yes it was 50° at 

5:30am on the 23rd. 

The Pilgrims 

 Even though the Mike and Petra 

and still on vacation from their walk they 

have still been updating the online 

journal. I see a lot of new pictures. A 

couple of them I am in while I was over 

by the Mississippi River visiting them.  

Check it out at www.WalkingEast.com 

30-Aug-2009 10:29am 60° 
 We had another cold spell. It said 

it got down to 47 ½ ° at 5:30 this 

morning. The forecast leads me to 

believe it is going to get very warm in the 

next few days. I guess I will have to just 

deal with it with a jacket. 

31-Aug-2009 8:31pm 59° 
 This is the end of another month. 

Tomorrow it will be it will be September. 

I guess as long we have Time we the 

months will just keep passing. When they 

stop passing is when we need to become 

concerned. 

My Book 
 I spend some time out in the park 

reading my book. Petra was helping me 

do some polishing the other day. After I 

made some changes from her suggestions 

I thought I should read it again. 

 I have only been doing cleanup 

work on it. I thought I should read it and 

see how it reads. I took it out to City Park 

with me and sat down and read it. There 

were no interruptions. It is amazing how 

much you can read when no one bothers 

you. 

 While I was out there I walked all 

the way around the park. So I did a little 

for my body too. 

Door Buzzer 
 I have a problem with the pickup. 

The door switch doesn't work the way I 

think it should. The buzzer should not 

buzz if the key is out and the lights are 

off and you open the door. Should they? 

 In my pickup it does! I have 

replaced the switch and it still buzzes 

when you open the door. I guess it is 

time to have Ford service check it our. 

Yippy, I'm caught up! 

http://www.rvtravel.com/
http://www.walkingeast.com/
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 I did disconnect it but it is too easy 

to forget to turn off the lights. So the next 

time it is in for service I think I will have 

it checked. 

1-Sep-2009 11:36am 71° 

Construction Report 
 I don't know it this is a good time 

to start construction or 

now. I am talking about 

fixing roads. I seams that 

some of my routes have 

just changed to construction sites. 

 Calhoun Street from the railroad to 

IL Route 47 is getting resurfaced and thy 

started working on it today. And down 

on the Route 47 near Lake Street they 

were working on the road. It looked like 

they were digging up a manhole when I 

went by this morning. 

 I think they are re-doing Route 47 

from there to the six corners (Route 120). 

 When I left Vaughan's around 

10:30 this morning I was 

able to turn left. Well I 

couldn't turn right the 

traffic was backed up 

almost to McDonald's at Calhoun Street.  

 At least for while you might be 

able to turn left out of Vaughan's after 

the flood of cars after the light changing 

at McConnell Road.  

 I think most of us do not like the 

disruption when they start fixing the 

roads. We don't like to drive on the bad 

roads and we complain because out our 

road should be fixed first. 

 When construction starts we 

complain because they are doing all for 

that work while we wanted to use that 

road. I think that those roads should just 

fix their self while I'm sleeping. 

 Let us all just the fact that the 

roads will get fixed and will be nicer 

riding when they are finished. Just find 

another route until they are finished. 

 If we stay out of the way they 

should finish sooner. 

 

 Let's end this issue 

on a happy not. 

 

 

Our traffic it not to the point we have to deal 

with this yet. 


