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2-Nov-2009 1:03am 46° 
When I was walking home from 

Angelo’s after breakfast I ran in to Nora 

in front of the Public House. I haven’t 

seen here since she left Vaughan’s. That 

was over a year ago. It was good to see 

her again. 

3-Nov-2009 10:22am 39° 
 Yesterday I signed the papers to 

sell the motorhome. I mean I signed the 

papers to let them sell it for me. So now 

it is officially for sale. 

 Then I came home and raked more 

leaves. So if you are thinking about a 

motor home go to my web site and look 

at my pictures then go to Sunny Island 

RV web site and buy if from them. 
doerofthings.com/forsale/index.html#_motorhome  

05-Nov-2009 12:21pm 50° 
 The Sun is shining! I like that very 

much this time of the year. 

Yard Work 

 I spent a lot time finishing up 

gathering up the leaves and putting them 

in the compost piles. In the back I 

compost them and the front on the tree 

bank for the City to haul away. 

 I have a lot of compost to start 

using next spring. I wander if I am doing 

something wrong. I thought that stuff 

would turn to compost much faster. I am 

going to move it if it doesn’t start turning 

a little faster. When I get some time I 

think I will have to do some research on 

making compost. 

 I do not think I will be raking any 

more leaves or mowing any more grass 

this year. That is if the City gets the 

leaves picked up before the wind picks 

up. 

New Cell Phone 

 I am figuring out this new cell 

phone a little more each day. I have a 

new email account setup just to use with 

the cell phone so if you get an email from 

me from the cell phone the returned 

address will be “Marty’s Cell Phone.” If 

I remember right Email has no extra cost. 

On the other hand Text Messaging cost 

money. I think you but a block of 250 

messages you can send and when gone 

you pay extra for each.  

After I have figure out how to use 

all the things I can go over the bill and 

see what I am paying for and cancel what 

I won’t use. 

07-Mov-2009 9:41am 57°  

 Do I talk a lot? Yah, I guess I do. 

Tonya and Heather were telling me this 

today. I am glad that they were listening. 

Now I do not talk in vain. ☺ 

New Cell Phone 

 I think I have all of the stuffing 

working with my new handy phone. 

There are a few minor things that I need 

http://www.doerofthings.com/forsale/index.html#_motorhome
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to learn. For the most part it is just a case 

of using it. 

 Some times having a PDA/phone 

is not faster than a paper and pencil. 

Mary told me today that yesterday was 

her sister’s birthday. I asked which sister 

and if she was on the big birthday list. 

She said she did not think so I decided to 

write it down. I asked her name and 

pulled out my PDA to write a note. 

Before I got it to the note pad I forgot her 

her name. With a paper note pad it would 

have been done already. You guess it I 

didn’t have one with me. 

Part of this is I have not gotten 

used to where to find things quickly in 

the phone and then there is the thing 

about unlocking it and pulling out the 

stylist to write on the screen. 

I am going try for the whole month 

to learn to use my PDA/Phone more 

because after all that it why I bought it. It 

can be very handy once learned. It may 

not replace everything but it will be 

handy in the long run. 

Anyway Mary told me about her 

other sister’s birthday too. I walked out 

to the car and got my paper and pencil 

and wrote both of them down. 

 

Birthdays 

 I added Mary’s sisters’ birthday to 

the master list on my website. That 

would be Patty’s yesterday, Nov 6th and 

Holly’s on May 24th. 

Windmill 

 Well it is a wind turbine or maybe 

a wind generator. After moving the wind 

turbine to the other side of the driveway 

it seems to work out better. Still the trees 

block a lot of the wind and there are 

many turbulent but it better for me placed 

there. 

 Yesterday I decided to recheck that 

I installed safely and that it was wired 

correctly. Wiring is easy because there 

only 3 wires. And so I started checking. 

When I hooked it to a battery the 

other day I got a small spark. There 

should be none when the thing is not 

turning. I suspected that I might have had 

pinched a wire or just a wired it wrong.  I 

decided to just go over the whole thing.  

 I lowered it to the ground and the 

first thing I noticed was the Clamp the 

holds the generator to the tower was on 

backwards.  I remember it did assemble a 

little hard. But I thought it was just the 

rubber pad under the clamp. That was not 

the case. There was a round side and a 

square side and I had it backward. 

 So I took off the clamp and pulled 

the wires back and checked the 

connection. The wired go down the 

center of the mast so you have to remove 

turbine from the tower to get to the 

connection. All connections tight and the 

insulation looked to be ok. So I put the 

wires back and re-clamped the windmill 

to the mast. This time I mounted the 

clamp right side up. I had to buy two new 

My Camino de Santiago Adventure 

After I retiring in March 2007 I 

traveled to Germany to visit my 

brother. While in Europe I 

walked the Camino de Santiago 

in Spain for 200 miles. This is 

my story. 

 

This books is available as a full color 

download at the very low price of $4.95 

 
You can preview these and other books at 

www.lulu.com/metras3 

 

http://www.lulu.com/metras3
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bolts because it was mounted wrong the 

first time because they were stripped. 

 It installed much easier with the 

clamp on right. Slow down and do it 

right the first time and you won’t have to 

do it over again. 

 The next step was to check the 

wires at the other end. The only thing I 

really saw that wasn’t correct was where 

I had the fuse. I had the fuse on the 

wrong side of the switch. This should not 

be a problem but it should be on the 

battery side and not the wind generator 

side. I fixed that. 

 So I am getting the wires back in 

the box and the switch broke. I guess a 

cheap switch was not the best thing to 

use. I removed the switch and then I was 

ready to test the thing. 

 I installed a volt meter and gave 

the generator a spin spine and I got 

voltage. Then I put a drill on the 

generator and slowed turned it faster 

until it shutdown. This is the proper 

response I was looking for. With no 

battery it should shutdown.  

 It should shutdown at high winds, 

open circuit (no battery), or a short 

circuit (The switch is for that).  

 So I commenced to put the whole 

thing back together and hooked it up to 

the truck battery for now to see how it 

dose at charging it.   

 I have to rethink my shutdown 

switch. For now I can just short the wires 

to disable the wind turbine. 

 I will go out and test this later 

today if the wind keeps plowing. 

Lawn Work 

 Well most of those leaves are back 

on the fence. So I guess it is going to be 

fun. It the wind blows I can’t rake leaves 

because I will have to do it many times. 

On the other hand the Wind generator 

will be making me electricity. 

 So today I will be raking leaves or 

watching the windmill turn. 

08-Nov-2009 1:52pm 45° 
   So this morning I went 

outside to raked those leaves. Again!  

I thought I was done. Bob was out with 

his lawn tractor and came and over and 

sucked up mine too. I had to get then 

away from the fence. Now if the City 

gets here before the wind picks up would 

be great. 

   I saw this sign and thought you 

should see it. 

If you 

remember your 

math you will 

know that is 

not an Illinois 

school speed 

zone sign. º 

12-Nov-2009 8:40am 37° 
 So this is the second time I started 

typing noted for today. I think one of the 

updated decided to reboot my computer 

without asking me. It should ask first!  

Oh well I think remember what I had 

typed. 

Birthday 
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 Wow Today Olivia turns three 

years old. Happy Birthday Olivia! 

I am in Trouble 

 Last issue I put 

a picture of Anila that 

she did not approve 

of. I used this one of 

her in the tan shirt.  

Here is the one she wanted. I think she 

looks to serious in this picture. 

Restaurant List 

 I have been working on my list of 

restaurants in Woodstock. I was guessing 

there were around 70 before I started. My 

list is over one hundred today. This is 

still a draft.  I have to go out and do some 

checking. Some of these places I do not 

know if they are still there or serve 

prepared food. 

 My thought on Marty’s Random 

Eateries list is simple. The place must 

prepare the food and there must have a 

place to sit inside. 

 To me taverns, bars, cafés, gas 

station, coffee shops, etc all have to be 

considered to be a member of Marty’s 

Random Eateries. 

 I first did this list a long time ago 

when Jimmy the Greek was running the 

Timber’s. The Timber’s is long since 

gone replaced by Benoy’s Motor Sales. 

 Anyway the kitchen was getting 

slow and Jimmy was giving me a hard 

time about something so I told something 

like there was forty other place in 

Woodstock to eat. After nagging him off 

and on for a long time I thought I would 

count them. 

 Back then I only counted 40 places 

to eat. Now every few years I go around 

and do a new count. 

 The last one I published is on my 

web site the is dated September 23, 2005 

at www.doerofthings.com/lists/rest.htm 

 Many restaurants have come and 

gown in the last 4 years. 

14-Nov-2009 7:47am 41° 

 Monday I got a checkup at the 

doctor. Wednesday I got the results from 

the blood test. I guess I did not study 

enough because I didn’t pass. 

 For the next 90 days I need to 

watch my diet and cut back on sugars 

and fats and then get rechecked. 

 So if I look like I am hungry I 

probably am. I like to eat sweets and eat 

a lot of fatty foods. I love Cheese and a 

lot of butter on my food. No More. 

Thursday I started tracking what I 

was eating. After just two days I already 

see a pattern. I EAT TOO MUCH! 

http://www.doerofthings.com/lists/rest.htm
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 I wrote a program a long time to 

help me track what I ate so I just had to 

dig it out and start using it. To use it I 

just plug in what I eat and it figures out 

the food values.  It works much as the 

labels on food in cans and boxes only it 

added them up for the number of 

servings and gives me a total. 

 I’ll give you an idea later on how I 

do at this diet. Let’s just say I don’t need 

2800 calories to sit and watch TV all day. 

 Now I have to go eat breakfast. 

The Pilgrims 

 A couple days ago I see Mike and 

Petra were in Rome. That is in New York 

not Italy. They keep on have great stories 

about nice people.  If you have not been 

checking on them at WalkingEast.com 

you are missing out on their fun. While 

there check out the comments. 

15-Nov-2009 10:08am 39° 
 No new news to type yet today. 

Ground Ivy 

 I spent some time on the in on the 

internet trying to find an organic way to 

get the Ground Ivy in the yard under 

control. 

 It looks like the organic method 

might just kill the grass if not done just 

right. Borax would kill it off but if you 

use too much it will make everything in 

the lawn die. The boron in the Borax will 

stay in the earth and I could have dust for 

many years, so I’ll looked at it different. 

 The Ground Ivy al called Creeping 

Charles was brought in to the country 

may years ago as an herb. It is good for 

diuretic, astringent, tonic and gently 

stimulant. Useful in kidney diseases and 

for indigestion   

 It also was used for a ground 

cover. After the flowers in the spring it 

stays green throughout the year.  

Maybe I will just leave this ground 

Ivy do it things. Maybe it will kill out the 

grass and I won’t have to mow the lawn. 

17-Nov-2009 9:00am  41° 
 I checked my George Score this 

morning and it is 532.37. I have almost 

entered 500 bills at WheresGeorage.com. 

That is 499 to date. I don’t know how 

much longer I will do this. With a hit rate 

of only 3.04% it is a lot of work. The 

highest hit rate is 34% and he entered 

over 143,000 bills. The guy that entered 

the most bills entered 1,377,267 of them. 

 It will be a long time for me to 

enter that many since I do not use much 

cash any more. 

Joke 

The difference between men and women: 

A man will pay $2 for a $1 item, if he 

wants it. 

A woman will pay $1 for a $2 item that 

she doesn't want because it's on sale. 

A woman worries about his future until 

she gets a husband. 

A man never worries about the future 

until he gets a wife. 
Source: http://www.primereloading.com/j/jokesm.htm 

Ad 

Marty's Random Thoughts 2008 

This is a collection of newsletters I 

wrote for my amusement and gave 

to my friends and family for their 

enjoyment.  
You can preview these and other 

books at www.lulu.com/metras3 

19-Nov-2009 8:15am 42° 
After yesterday’s morning with 

Bill and Steve I thought they had walked 

to Star Buck’s. I didn’t see Bill’s car and 

http://www.primereloading.com/j/jokesm.htm
http://www.lulu.com/metras3
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I wondered what was going on. I shortly 

found out that the company had replaced 

his old one with a new Jeep. 

Funny thing was that this morning 

I found out I know about it before Kim. 

Over Heard 

 This morning while sitting at the 

Three Brother I overheard someone make 

a statement I thought was funny. I heard; 

“The wedding is only 4 weeks away and 

I haven’t lost a pound yet.” 

 I thought that was a funny 

statement for someone to say and I got 

distracted and I didn’t listen to the rest of 

the conversation to hear any more of it 

Therefore I will not go anywhere else 

with this. 

My Diet 

 After the Doctor telling me to go 

on a diet I have been tracking what 

passed through my mouth. I was amassed 

on how many calories I have been eating. 

For now I should be two feet taller. I 

have weighed about the same for the last 

7 years. 

 Maybe I should move around some 

more because that weight I am carrying 

around has fluffed up and taking more 

room inside my skin.  

 I will be just tracking what I eat 

the rest of this week and then I will start 

adjusting. 

Word 

 A month or so ago I installed an up 

graded version of Microsoft Office. I 

have been using 2003 and now I have 

2007. I have been going through the new 

programs slowly to find things because 

the new programs are laid out differently. 

I use Word for this newsletter and was 

wondering if there was a new design 

layout for my newsletter. 

 Well there are 52 newsletter design 

templates for me to choose from. That 

was just newsletter formats. I guess I will 

not be changing the format until I have 

looked them over to see if I want to do 

something different. 

There are many other templates 

there from agendas to time sheets. The 

advantage of using a template is that the 

newsletter will have a more consistent 

layout. On the other hand I could use 

what I am doing now. 

20-Nov-2009 12:46pm 50° 
 It is a little warmer today. I think I 

will go up on the roof and check out the 

tower and see what parts I need to put the 

wind mill up there. It looks to be the best 

place to install it where it will get the 

best wind. I looked at the wind data from 

the weather station for the last few years 

and it looks like the most wind come 

from the west-southwest and second best 

is the southwest. So either I need to move 

to Arizona or put the wind mill up on the 

tower. It looks like to tower is in a very 

good location to catch the southwest 

winds. It is a little low at 32 feet tall but 

it is very well anchored.  

 I’ll need some more parts before I 

install it. I will get them all ready and 

then I will ask for some help. 

 The help will not have to go up on 

the tower with me or even on the roof. I 

mostly need some who can dial the 

phone in case I fall. You should be safe 

because I tie a rope around my neck so if 

I slip I won’t get all the way to the 

ground and land on you. I will make the 

rope long enough that you could catch 
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me before I run out of rope. With my 

luck the rope would break. 

 Don’t be fearful I work very safe 

and this time I’ll get a boom truck so I 

don’t have to climb the tower.  

 The windmill weighs about the 

same as a large antenna and I have 

installed them on this tower in the past. 

That an idea. I should install a HD 

antenna just below the windmill. I 

wonder how I could make a rotor work 

with both a windmill and antenna.  

Major parts for the aerial work…a 

mast (2” pipe), wire, duct work, duct 

clamps (black tape), U-bolts, boom truck. 

That should do it for the stuff to install 

the windmill. 

I should go look it over and quit 

typing… 

Picture 

 
 

22-Nov-2009 9:49am 48° 
 I woke up this morning thinking 

“One eyed, one horned, flying purple 

people eater.” I wonder what that was all 

about. 

Cell Phone 

 Now that I have my new cell 

phone I feel I understand most of the 

things I can do with it. I keep calling it a 

cell phone. I am not using it as a phone 

as much as I use it as a mini PC. I check 

the weather look up things on the internet 

and keep track of appointments and a 

whole lot more. It has very quickly 

become my personal data assistant. 

(PDA). I have a large keyboard for it 

now and was wondering if there was a 

printer available for it. I know there is an 

overhead project that is out there so I 

could watch videos on the big screen. 

 Hummm…a printer would be neat! 

RV Travel 

Lately I haven’t been reading to RV 

Travel newsletters. I looked at the one 

that came in last night and there is new 

nomination for our Stupid RV Trick of 

the Year. If you 

have the internet 

I think you 

should view it. 
http://www.rvvideos.com/20

09/11/seriously-stupid-rv-

trick.html 

Trivia 
The first RVs were developed in France around 

1810. They were built to live in, not just to carry 

persons or goods. "Caravans" were used in 

England by showmen and circus performers 

from the 1820s, but Gypsies only began living in 

them from about 1850. The covered wagons that 

early American pioneers used to move west 

were a type of caravan. When properly 

equipped they provided not only transportation 

for their occupants and cargo, but living 

quarters as well. 

Random RV Thought 
Now might be your last chance this year to 

camp in many public campgrounds. Many are 

still open, with no crowds. But any day now, 

after winter storms arrive, most will close. So 

enjoy them now while you can. 
Source: http://rvtravel.com/RVnewsletter/issue405.shtml 

 Windmill Idea 

http://www.rvvideos.com/2009/11/seriously-stupid-rv-trick.html
http://www.rvvideos.com/2009/11/seriously-stupid-rv-trick.html
http://www.rvvideos.com/2009/11/seriously-stupid-rv-trick.html
http://rvtravel.com/RVnewsletter/issue405.shtml
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24-Nov-2009 1:20pm 48° 
 Today has been a trip. I was a little 

late to have breakfast with Bill and Steve 

though I had breakfast with Kim. 

While backing out of the drive to 

go for coffee I ran in Becky and she 

didn’t have any mail that I really wanted.  

Becky says it always rains on Tuesdays 

when she has to deliver the ads in the 

mail.  So I guess I should check what the 

day of the wee we get more days with 

rain on Tuesday.  

In the last 3 years the number of 

day it rand is only different by 2-3 three 

days of the different day of the week. 

Days with Rain the last few years: 
Day of Week with some Rain 

Rained Day Of Week Name Day Count 

Yes 1 Sunday 69 

Yes 2 Monday 66 

Yes 3 Tuesday 71 

Yes 4 Wednesday 70 

Yes 5 Thursday 73 

Yes 6 Friday 76 

Yes 7 Saturday 67 

 Note the count is about the same 

for each day of the week. 

This Day Goes On 

 So I had my coffee Break and 

visited with Mary and told her that I 

could stay too long because Aunt Annie 

had to meet Anila for lunch. 

 It is rough when I have to three 

restaurants inside of 4 hours to just say 

“Hi!”  

At 11:30 Aunt Annie went out to 

have lunch with Anila. She is working at 

Town & Country #2 today until 3 

o’clock.  

So now I am thing about going 

outside and finishing my Christmas 

direction. I think it might be finishing 

raining for a while. 

Cell Phone 

 I am sorry if my new cell phone 

has been calling you by mistake. It is so 

easy for it to do that. I am talking to it 

and trying to figure it out so it doesn’t do 

that. Yell at me if you must, but be 

assured I am trying to find a way to make 

it stop doing that! 

 No it isn’t the phone’s fault it is 

me. And it is so easy to make a call out. 

 25-Nov-2009 7:51am 43° 
 I put up my big star yesterday. It is 

100% Solar powered. Yesterday with 

clouds and fog all day it still charged the 

battery enough to light it up until 

midnight. I tried to take a night picture 

but my camera said it was too dark. 
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26-Nov-2009 12:11pm 33° 
 Happy Thanksgivings Day 

everybody! 

Thank all of you for being my Friends 

and Family. 

First Snow 

 If you didn’t over sleep too late 

today you would have noticed that we 

had white grass this morning. If you 

don’t believe me I made a snow ball and 

placed it in the freezer to save until next 

summer when it is 100° outside. 

My Book 

 I was checking to see if the 

publisher has sold any of my books “My 

Camino de Santiago Adventure” yet. 

   I searched “Camino” at LuLu.com 

and it was number nine of the 

list. And under “Camino de 

Santiago” it was number 1 

for the Black & White 

version and # 3 the Color 

version. 

 That does not mean it is on the 

best seller list it just means it came up on 

the list first. If you would like to would 

like to read about my 200 mile walk 

across Spain you can see my book at 

www.LuLu.com/metras3 or ask me if I 

have a copy. 

29-Nov-2009 11:52am 39° 
 Last night I went out to see if the 

lights on my big star had lighted up after 

having sun all day yesterday. The other 

day they went dark before eight o’clock 

because they did not have enough charge. 

 It was much better last night. They 

were bright enough even with the moon 

showing through the drizzle to see it 

lighted up. 

 
 This time the cell phone took a 

better picture than my Sony camera. We 

have a moon and a star out on this night. 

The Pilgrims 

 It looks like Mike and Petra will be 

in New Your City this coming weekend. 

That is one long walk from Paso Robles 

to New York!  

30-Nov-2009 12:54pm 39°  
 Wow it is the end of the month. 

Where did November go? The weather 

has been nice and warm for us this 

month. I gave us a little more outside 

time. In about three weeks, winter begins 

and then come Christmas. I hope you 

have been making a list and checking it 

twice.  

Follow Ups 

 I thought I would let you know 

where I am on some for my projects I 

started in the last month. 

 The windmill is still not mounted 

on the tower yet. The Cell phone is now 

a tool and I haven’t made a call by 

mistake all week. All the leaves in the 

yard have been racked up and removed 

or in the compost. Anila, Voviollca, and 

Lulu all have jobs.  And my big is installed 

and waiting for you to drive by and see 

it. 

http://www.lulu.com/metras3
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Happy Thanksgivings 


