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Newsletter stats 

First known issue:   Dec 1999 

People on email list:  14 

Copies Printed:  12 

Number of readers:  Unknown 

Previous issue printed: 17-Aug-2007 

 

Writer: Marty  

Editor: Heather 

Email: thoughts@doerofthings.com 

Web: :www.martysthoughts.info 

 

Weather stats 

Month: Jul Aug  

High temp: 105 102.8 

Low temp: 51 51.2 

Avg. Wind: 1.0 0.7 

High Gust: 25 25 

Rain Inches: 6.25 10.84 Wow! 

 

Birthday List 

August  September  October  

1st Trent 13th Dennis 3rd Matt 

3rd Lidia 15th Anila 18th David 

9th Tammy 15th Corky 23rd Annette 

15th Kim & 
Bills 
 15th Av 

18th Edie 23rd Tom 

15th Russ     

16th Scott’s 
(50th) 

    

17th Mickey’s     

23rd Taryn’s      

23rd Mary     

25th Betsy     

 

Questions 

Why do we drive on parkways but we park on driveways? 

 

-Steve 
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18-Aug-2005 noon 67°F 

Changes 
I just posted the Aug-17 issue on the new web site www.martysthoughts.info and went to open 
it up. I have a very fast Internet connection and it took almost 5 seconds to bring it up on the 
screen. What this means is that the newsletter is getting too large. I do not mean there are too 
many pages. I mean for you people that have slow Internet connections it is too large. The 
pictures are the highest quality I can print. That is fine on paper, but on the Internet it means it 
could take someone a very long time to open it.  

I am not sure right now how I will handle this. I will continue with the printed version. 
Many of my friends do not even like computers. Others do not have the Internet race horse I 
have. I will have to think on this. For now I added the file size to help you decide if you want to 
view it or not. 

I found this out the first time from Marie. You do not always listen to your sister. Sorry 
Marie for not paying attention. 

I need to setup a dial up connection just to check these thing out. I hear that NetZero 
has a free Dial Up service. I will check it out and see what I find. 

19-Aug-2007 10:34 63°F Rainy 

 Is it the rainy weather that is making us sleepy? This morning both Nora and Sharon 
wanted to take a nap in my booth. Now I am sleepy. Is it just that we are adjusting to all that 
weather from before? Maybe it is just the rain.  In any case, right now I could use a nap. Well 
maybe later. 

Flagstones 
 Sharon told me yesterday that Tom was going up north to the farm and he had taken 
the last two issues of the newsletter with him to read. I asked her if he was going to bring me a 
few flagstones back with him. She had told me they had a lot flagstone up there.  I asked if he 
was going to bring me a few pieces for my pond/water garden. She said that she had forgot to 
remind him. I said not to worry, maybe he would see it in the newsletter because it was in one 
of my last two. I told her if not, it is ok because I can procrastinate some more before I finish 
my pond.  

Flour 
 I was asked how many cups of flour there are in a pound. Some  recipes used weight to 
measure the dry ingredients. I would guess that different flours would have larger volume per 
pound. The flour I have a cup weights 4.7ozs making 3-3/8 cups to a pound.  

Sharon asked; “Was it sifted?” Mine was not sifted. So if the flour is sifted, it is 4.5ozs, 
which only makes 3-9/16 cups.  

This was white flour. What about whole wheat? I see I am out, so I can’t check that for a 
while. So here is what it says in my cook book. One pound is: 
All-purpose flour   4 cups sifted 
Cake flour   4-1/4 cups sifted 
Cracked wheat  about 2-1/4 cups 
Rice flour   about 4 cups 
Rolled Oats  5 cups 
Rye Flour  about 4-1/2 cups 
Soybean flour   about 7-1/2 cups 

http://www.martythoughts.info/
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My cook book 

 “Culinary Arts Institute Encyclopedic Cookbook” edited by Ruth Berolzheimer ©’s from 1976 
back to 1948 This edition was March 1998. This is a reprint of my other cook book named 
“Woman’s World Cook Book” also edited by Ruth Berolzheimer © 1938 and MCMXXVIII 
(1928) published by Butterwick Publishing  
 Both cookbooks cover all aspects of cooking from how pick your ingredients, cook them, 
set the table and how and when to serve it. The older cookbook has about 800 pages, and the 
newer one is paperback and has almost 1000 pages. The older is kept safe because I do not 
think I could replace it. It only comes out when I need something I can’t find in the new cook 
book. The other one I treat like a cooking bible. If I am out of some ingredient, I look it up in a 
recipe to see how they used to make something when they did not have a corner store open 
24 hours. I’m getting hungry now.  

Jif® Chips 
 Here is an idea. Jif® peanut Butter has a recipe for peanut butter cookies. If you add a 
cup of Nestle® milk chocolate morsels and do the rest per the recipe, you end up with peanut 
butter chocolate chip cookies. Or as I will call them -  “Jif Chips”. I guess if you use Skippy they 
may be called Skippy Chippies .  

You can adjust almost any recipe to make something else. Just the other day I took 
some peanut butter and dipped it in chocolate chips and made some thing like Reese’s® 
peanut butter cups with out the cups. That is what gave me the idea for the Jif Chips. Move 
over Toll House®!  

 

RV Travel Newsletter 

Trivia. . . 

More than 96 percent of American households purchase bananas at least once each month. 

Bumper Snicker 

"Squirrels - nature's speed bumps."  

Worth Pondering 

The little road says, Go; 
The little house says, Stay; 
And oh, it's bonny here at home, 
But I must go away.   

--Josephine Preston Peabody 
Source: http://rvtravel.com/publish/newsletter/issue289.shtml 

 

Question from Marty 
I am wondering how important reading this newsletter is to you, if you read it online. 
If you read this from the Internet let me know by sending me an email, and answering these 
few questions. 
Are you reading this online and/or the printed copy? 
If Yes, are you using a high speed Internet connection? (like DSL, Cable or something like it) 
Or are you using a slower connect like dial up? 
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If you are not sure if it is called high or low speed, just let me know how you get on to the 
Internet and I may understand.  Or I will ask you a question or two to find out.  
Do you want to be added or removed from the alert list for when I post a new issue of the 
newsletter?  
I see today there are 14 people that get an alert email. 
If yes, I will need your email address and an ok to send you the notice. Do not worry, I will not 
add you to my list unless you tell me to do so. I do not like junk email either.  
If you are reading a paper copy of my newsletter, you can answer too. Either on paper or by 
email. Paper is done in person and my email is -  thoughts@doerofthings.com  
 If enough people are on slower, I will work harder to help you to be able to read this 
online. 
 

20-Aug 2007 1:53pm Sunny, 74° 

Sun’s up 
 Did you see…the Sun is shining? Well it is!  We are up over 9-1/2” of rain this month. Is 
this the end of the rain for a while? I guess we will see. 
 

21-Aug-2007 7:11pm 81°  

I was doing paperwork today and helping other people with their computer stuff. Even 
the people at  Vaughan’s thought I was missing.  They were about to call and see where I was. 
Oops, I went to Three Brother’s  to have lunch with Kim. Then went over to see Steve and lost 
track of time. 

Quarters 

This year’s state quarters are Montana, Washington, Idaho, Wyoming, and Utah.  Here is what 
they look like…  
I have not seen 
Wyoming or 
Utah yet. I like 
the looks of the 
Utah quarter. 
 
Of all quarters I have seen my favorite is Connecticut issued in 1999. 
 

22-Aug-2007 8:33am Sunny 69° 

Weather 

 Looks like, the sun is shining again. Does this mean that it isn’t going to rain for a while? 
We had a couple of tenths of rain last night. This makes it about 9-3/4 inches this month. My 
weather station says “Increasing clouds with little temperature change. Precipitation possible 
within 24 to 48 hours.” It does a nice job of giving a very vague weather report.   

10:31am 77°  

Current Forecast: Mostly clear with little temperature change.  

http://www.martythoughts.info/
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See it didn’t take that long for the new weather report. It changes as much as the weather 
people. 
 

Do you realize that you have never heard anything, from anyone, that you did not want to hear? 

 
Pretty tricky of you. 
Source: ©www.tut.com 

 

08:01pm 73° 

 I heard thunder. I looked outside and it the sky looks like it is going to give us some 
more rain. That may be a good thing because it 
almost looked like it was going to  be dry out this 
time. Maybe I should think about going somewhere 
where it is dry. It won’t be dry around here if the 
forecast is half right. The every 3-hour forecast up 
until 7:00am Saturday morning is saying the probability of precipitation 

is 50% or more. I think the ground is about full. If it does not stop soon the farmers will be in a 
deep amount of hurt. If that happens, then those hamburgers will start costing us more. Neither 
of these pictures is from around here.  

23-Aug-2007 noon 81° 

Birthdays 
 Today are Mary and Taryn’s birthdays. Happy Birthday! 

Joke from Arlene 
 I got this joke from Arlene and I thought you might like it. 
WHEN I SAY I'M BROKE, I'M BROKE! 

  

A little old lady answered a knock on the door one day, 

Only to be confronted by a well-dressed young man carrying a 

Vacuum cleaner. 

  

'Good morning,' said the young man. 'If I could take a couple 

Of minutes of your time, I would like to demonstrate the very latest 

In high-powered vacuum cleaners.' 

  

 'Go away,' said the old lady. 'I Haven't got any money, I'm broke!' As she proceeded to close the door. 

  

The young man wedged his foot in the door and pushed wide open. 

'Don't be too hasty,' he said. 'Not until you have at least seen 

My demonstration.' And with that, he emptied a bucket of horse manure on to 

Her hallway carpet. 

  

'If this vacuum cleaner does not remove all traces of 

This horse manure from your carpet, Madam, I will personally eat the 

Remainder.  

  

The old lady stepped back and said, 'Well I hope you've got a 

Good appetite, because they cut off my electricity this morning. What 

Part of broke do you not understand? 
Source: email from Arlene  
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Rain Again 
 Yes, we are up to 10.63” of rain at noon today! 
 

24-Aug-2007 9:57am 70° Wet 

Guess what 
 Yes, it rained some more this morning. 
My basement is not drying out. Ground is too soaked. I put a dehumidifier in basement  to try 
to dry it out somewhat. It may help. The crawl space is soaked. It will take a very long time to 
dry it down, even if it doesn’t rain for a month.  The A/C pipes are sweating and adding the 
water right back on the floor. I would be in a world of hurt if I used my basement. I can only 
imagine what it might be like for people who have finished basements and have water 
problems. I just want to help dry it out somewhat. 

The mosquitoes are starting re-populate the air outside. I guess they are going to spray 
for them tomorrow. Well, spray them for us.  
  Corn is starting to rot in the fields. The Soybeans are getting moldy. I asked Mike; “Are 
you sure you want to come to Illinois?” 

I have no standing water but with 11 inches in 20 days It just soaks in and it has to go 
somewhere, and somewhere is my basement. Maybe I could dig a deep hole like Chicago has 
and pump it out of the ground.  They do that to drain swamps. The problem with that would be 
I would have to drain all the land for miles to get the water table down to below my basement.  
Maybe I should just wait it out. 
 All of this thinking is making me tired. I think I am going for coffee! 

RV 
 I am starting to look around to see what kind of smaller RV’s there are out there and the kind of 
pricing they get for used ones. I am not doing anything but looking. The one I have now is over 8-1/2 
feet wide and 29 feet long. I just am wondering what one that could fit inside this one would be like. Say 
a class “B”. That would be the size of the ones pictured below. 

   
Here is one of the floor plans. This one looks like it seats 4 and sleeps 4. Many seat 5-7 people and/or 
sleep 3-4 people. I do not know if there is really that much room. I look at them as 
being a van that just happens to have a stove, frig and a bathroom. They cost almost 
as much as the bigger class “A” motor homes. This floor plan belongs to the middle 
van above. New it would cost somewhere around $50,000. Not much more than a 
SUV or a fancy car... and it has a bathroom, stove and fridge – and it may get better 
gas mileage. Some of these small ones are said to get up to 22 MPG. So if you see 
a used one for sale somewhere, let me so I can take a look and see what I think. I do 
not want a real old one. But I would like to look at one and see how they hold up 
after years of wear and tear. Remember that old 1971 Winnebago I had? It was still going after 105,000 
miles. I didn’t want to fix the brakes, which is why I got rid of it. It may still be on the road somewhere. 
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5:00pm 
 So we didn’t get our spot again. Good thing Sharon, Tom and friend had to sit in back 
too. Maybe I just spend too much time there that I have my own spot. 
 

25-Aug-2007 5:22am 65° 

Birthday 
Today is Betsy’s birthday, Happy 25th! 

Rain 
 Well, yes, I see things are wet out there again this morning. I was starting to have 
withdrawal after not getting any rain after 8:30 am yesterday. So far this morning I only show 
0.04” of rain. 

Christmas 
 Do you know there are only 4 months until Christmas. A little snow right now would be 
nice. What do you want for Christmas? 

RV Travel 

Trivia. . . 

According to Winnebago Industries, 47,164,419 feet of wire was used last year in the 
production of its motor homes. 

Bumper Snicker 

"I heard about the evils of drinking beer, so I gave up reading." 

Worth Pondering 

A journey is like a marriage. A certain way to be wrong is to think you control it.-- John Steinbeck 
Source: http://rvtravel.com/publish/newsletter/issue290.shtml 

 

Basement 
 I just went to see how the dehumidifier was doing drying out the basement. It looks like there 
might be a dry spot down there that wasn’t there yesterday. It still has a long ways to go before it is 
really dry. The forecast is calling for sunny days on Sunday, Monday and Tuesday, with temperatures 
in the low 80’s. That will be nice if it is true. 

8-08-2007 7:41am Clear 67° 

What’s happening 
 Here it is Monday again…wait, it’s Tuesday isn’t it!  What happened to the weekend? Does time 
fly when your are having fun, or what? 

 

Today in History 

History 

August 28th 0476: German ruler Odoacer captures Pavia; West Roman Empire formally disbands/emperor Romulus August 
ousted; August 28th 1521: Turkish sultan Suleiman I's troops occupy Belgrade. 

Birthdays 

August 28th 0865: Rhazes, [Abu Bakr Mohammed ibn Zakarijja al-Razi], Persian physician; August 28th 1476: Motonoboe, 
Japanese painter (Kano-school); August 28th 1592: George Villiers, 1st duke of Buckingham/PM (1625-28) 
For more history go to my web site at doerofthings.com and click on “Today in History”. There are links there to many sites that have things that happened 

today in history. 
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Support 

I am adding and putting ads on this page. These are places I support, and they support me. if 
you want, check them out. Just let them know that you saw their name on the back page of 
Marty’s Random Thoughts newsletter. 
 

 
 

Vaughan's Family Restaurant 
790 South Eastwood Drive 

Woodstock, IL  60098 
Phone:815-338-3391 

 
 

 
Internet Address: www.worksandwords.com  

(Writer Wonderer) 
 
 

 
 

The end 
Marty 

Te amo 
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