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New Month is Coming 
30-Jul-20  

Well I cut the previous issue because it was 

getting too long. 12 pages is long enough. I must go 

back and read and verify all of it. 14 pages takes me 

a lot of time. I best get started! 

Used Books 
Remember if you are going to by a book on 

Amazon, check the used ones. In many cases they 

are cheaper. And you never know they may be one 

of mine. I added more books today. 

My used books are being sold under the name; 

“MRT Used Book Sales”. 

And because this is an ad, email me and I will 

give you a 20% discount. Just let me know in the 

email that you saw this ad in MRT.  

One thing, if it gets sold from Amazon before I 

can remove fit or you, it is out of my control. 

So, let me know, so I can get it off Amazon! 
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Herbie is Awake 
30-Jul-20 8:22 am @home 73°       

Herbie is powered up! My Landroid lawn mower 

has a tracking device. so, it is leaving the yard you 

have an idea where it is located. This morning it 

alerted me to is whereabouts! 

It is in an industrial area on Daphne Dive off 

Statesville Road (US 21). That is east of I 77 and 

south of I 485. 

I Shipped it to Long Creak Park Drive, Charlotte 

NC 

This tells me they have powered it up. That is 

something I could not do! That is a good sign.       

Aunt Annie 
Happy Birthday Aunt Annie! 

Aunt Annie is still having birthdays! She was 

born July 30th, 1930, wow! Did they have birthdays 

way back then! 

Tammy, do you remember this picture? You 

were in it. 

You have a birthday coming in a while too! 

I found this picture of Aunt Annie. Well, it is 

Jake, Mom & Marcia, and Edie is there somewhere. 

This picture is from 1959. 

 

I like taking pictures of people taking pictures. I 

wonder if I took this one. 

Anyway, Happy Birthday Aunt Annie, I miss 

you! 

Camino Plan 
I am still planning to walk the Camino next year. 

I am thinking starting in April or May. It will take 

me about two months to walk the whole 800 km 

(500 Miles). 

If I start in mid-spring after 48 days, it will only 

be into May or June. It gets hot in the summer. I 

was there in May and June in 2012 and there were 

some days when it was HOT.  

 In May, most places were opened for the season. 

Through the winter and late fall, not so much. I am 

sure right now many places are still closed because 

of COVID-19. Later if things get better it will be 

better. 

Last year 350,000 people got their Compostela. 

You as a walker get a Compostela when you 

Jake, Mom, Marca and Aunt Annie taking the Picture 1959. 



Marty`s Random Thoughts 

MRT 
 

3 

complete at lease the last 100 km. I walked 500+ 

km! 

After the first of the month I am going to start 

training. Month one I will try to walk 5 km 2 days a 

week. 

I also need to pack my backpack to have it ready 

for later. 

I think I had 26 pounds in my pack when I 

started the last time. I got rid of a bunch of stuff as I 

went along. I had my iPhone and my camera. That 

meant I needed two chargers and sets of cables. 

Wait I had my iPad too. I sent that home. That 

was over 2 pounds. What was I thinking! 

I need to re-think what I am carrying with me.  

I will need to go over my list from last time and 

see what I did not use. I am going to shoot for 18 or 

less pounds. 

Cool 
31-Jul-20 9:01 am @EWT 72°      

It is nice outside today. Cool but not too cold. 

Exactly right for me! 

Sidewalk Patch 
Yesterday afternoon was nice. I went out and 

removed the forms from my cement patch on the 

sidewalk. I refilled where the forms were with black 

dirt and re-seeded the grass after hooking up the 

wires for the Landroid. 

Now I need to find a way to get rid of a 

wheelbarrow full of broken concrete and gravel. It 

is just one wheelbarrow. You want it? 

Cork said that I could recycle it at Gavers. I will 

have to check that out. 

Since I have only part of a wheelbarrow Maybe I 

can find a spot in my yard that needs a hole filled. 

Oh, maybe where the roof drains under the water 

garden. It is sinking and needs to be leveled any 

way. Well there is another project!  

The rest of the sidewalk needs to be dug up and 

replaced too. I think I will have that done in a few 

years. 

Concrete Mix 

I have mixed up bags of Sarkese and Quikrete in 

the past without problems. The generic concrete 

mix I used the last too times made me think I forgot 

how to work with cement.  

So, the next time I have a patch job I will use the 

good stuff. Sometimes generic is not cheaper! 

Start with everything! 

Later on,. 
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Let us see, a 60-pound bag of Quikrete cost 

$3.25. A 60-pound bag on the no name stuff cost 

$2.57. I used only 5 bags, so I saved only $3.40. If 

it was the concrete mix I used, it is not worth the 

savings. 

If and I say “if”, I do another patch job I will buy 

Quikrete.  

In any case, my patch job did not come out the 

best. I will live with it!      

Today 

Yesterday I was a dog. Today I'm a dog. 

Tomorrow I'll probably still be a dog. Sigh! There's 

so little hope for advancement.  

Charles M. Schulz (1922 - 2000), (Snoopy)    

Camino 
3-Aug-20 7:34 am @home 68°     

In eight or nine months from now I will be 

heading back to Spain to walk the Camino. Well 

that is the plan for now. 

Today I am starting my training to get my body, 

mind, and soul in sync. Meaning I should be ready. 

I know in my heart I can do this. My body is not 

ready just yet. And for my soul, it is going along for 

the ride. 

I need to exercise and eat better. I need to start 

walking. Not today because it will rain on me. It is 

not that I am afraid of the rain, I do not want to start 

in the rain this early in my training. 

Today I will park at the corner of West Jackson 

and Johnson then walk to Starbucks at the corner of 

Johnson and Van Buren. If is not raining; I will park 

in the last parking spot at EW Training. This is 

where I tell Michelle, I had to park in Huntley. 

There is only a 19% chance of rain in the 

forecast, but it looks like rain. I got to go and get 

started! 

Herbie is Home 
4-Aug-20 8:47 am @EWT 63° Sunny 

Cold this morning! 

My Landroid (Herbie), came back from this 

vacation a couple days early so I put him back to 

work.  

I had installed the perimeter wire on the rest of 

the front yard and need to check it out. I need to 

make sure I did not have it too close to the 

perimeter and get hung up on corners, walls, or 

rocks. I also need to know how the walk crossing 

worked with the wire in the cement. 

Well, the sidewalk crossing worked great. There 

were a few places I had to move the wire because it 

was too close to the obstructions. All in all, that 

went fine. 

The big fountain flower box is another story. I 

need to move it because it has sunk in the dirt. 

Herbie is trying to go under one of the handles and 

gets stuck. He is too tall!  

Fixing this has been on my list for a long time. 

Maybe I should move it to the top of the list, hay? 

I need to pump the water out and clean it too. It 

is not one of those five-minute jobs.      Oh well, it 

must be done. 

Weeds 
Yesterday when I came into EWT I noticed the 

weeds in the front of the building had grown up 

overnight! Funny thing Michelle said the same 

thing. Either they did grow up overnight or both of 

us just noticed them. 

Anyway, after class I will spray things. I have 

my 3-gallon sprayer and it is windy And I need to 

close the door, so I do not fill the gym with weed 

killer fumes. 

Oh, there are gone… I must go! 

Weed Sprayed 
So, I am done spraying those weeds. I mixed 3 

gallons and use 2-1/2 of it. I guess I have a little left 

for at home. 

I did the front of the building, the driveway 

down the curb into the street and across the frontage 

on the street. 

Woops I used the whole 3 gallons. I must have 

looked before I did the frontage.         

They say this takes hold in 24 hours and in 1 to 

two weeks those weeds are dead clear into the roots. 

We will see! 

Guess, I need to mix some more for my yard 

now. 
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Hinge 
7-Aug-12 7:27 am @EWT 74°      

Yesterday Cork and I went to Rockford to get 

those hinges replaced on the Camper. We got there 

at 8:00 am so we would be the first ones there so we 

could get back to Woodstock maybe by lunch time. 

They had estimated about two hours. Well I told 

Cork it would be more like 3 or 4. I forgot that I 

should never say that. It cost me $480 to get those 

two hinges installed. I supplied the hinges! That 

means I paid about $650 for those hinges. We got 

home at 3 o’clock. 

Oh well, Campers are not cheap unless you do 

all the work yourself. 

Car 
You guys are the first people I am telling I 

bought another car. I have been telling people I was 

going to buy a new car so long; people have been 

telling me I will never get another car because I 

have been talking about it and not buying. 

I have been saying the right car will come along 

and jump in my shopping cart. 

Last night I was out when Paula, next door, had 

her car parked in her driveway. She always parks in 

her garage. Always! 

So, I am giving her a hard time about it when she 

said she was trying to sell it. And was asking 

$3,800, but just lower it to $3,000. 

I have seen this car and she takes care of it. 

Exceptionally clean and no scratches.  

I told her I have been looking for a car for a 

while and told her about all the problems I have 

been having with mine.  

So, I drove it around the block and gave it a once 

over and said I will take it! 

Today, all I can tell you it is it is a Blue PT 

Cruiser with 151,000 Miles on the odometer. 

That is all I need to know to put $3,000 down for 

a new car. 

Wonder what year it is.      For now, I do not 

need to know these things. I figure that out in a 

week or so. 

Right now, I know it runs, rides, and looks good! 

Anything else can be fixed for the $3,000 I paid for 

it. 

Oh, you are not the first one to know I bought 

another car, just the first one I am telling. 

 

Water Garden 
The other day I started working on my water 

garden. It has been sinking in the ground on one 

side and needed new footing.  

This thing is 4’ x 4’ square made from 

landscaping logs and was full of water. Even after 

removing the water and 2” of muck out of the 

bottom it was heavy moving it.  

The stand is what had sunk into the dirt. It took a 

while to dig it out. I found that the bottom 3 layers 

had rotted and will need to be replaced. 

I need to dig down and put in some footing this 

time. 25 years ago, I thought this would be there 

forever. Guess not! 

Herbie 
So, Herbie is having trouble cutting that long 

grass in the back. It is about 4 times longer than 

what they say it should be. I had to try! 

I did not want to cut the grass. I figured Herbie 

could do it when he got home. Guess not! 

I need to get some more dirt to fix a few spots 

where he is having trouble. Where the tree roots, he 

would drive over them find but the front wheel 

would create a hole where it came down. These 

2007 Chrysler PT Cruiser 
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holes need to be filled. Either that or remove the 

trees. 

There is also an issue where I created an island 

to keep him away from the trees. One of the trees he 

crossed the wire and got stuck between the tree and 

the perimeter wire. He thinks he is inside the wire 

and is outside the wire. He will go around the tree 

until his battery goes dead. 

I may have installed the wire wrong. That is why 

I stake down the wire and did not barrier it yet. 

As for the holes I just need to work on them. The 

dirt I used is soft and needs to be compacted more. 

This is all a learning process. I need to work on 

it. 

Walking the Camino 
8-Aug-20 11:18 am @home 78°       

It is a nice day. This morning I decided since it 

was a little later and Farmers Market day the 

parking would be limited. I decided to walk. I got 

only two blocks and had to turn around and come 

home.  

No, it was not a health issue. Well, I guess in the 

long run it was. I forgot my mask! I did not need to 

walk all the way up there to return with my morning 

coffee.      

I got home and remembered I had a bunch of 

those 2” x 3” zip lock bags. I put a mask in one of 

those bags and I will carry it around with me just in 

case I do this again. Then I was out of the mood for 

going for a walk, so I drove up there. At 9:30 there 

were no parking spots near Starbucks, So I came 

home!      

I made my own coffee and buttered up some 

raisin bread, grabbed my book and went out to my 

picnic bench. I listened to the dryer and looked over 

to see how Herbie was doing. 

Herbie 
My Landroid is still struggling with the long 

grass in the back. I thought I might have to mow it 

to give it some help. After all, the instructions say to 

do that. Who reads instructions anyway! 

The instructions say the blades should last a 

whole season under normal use. I figured mowing 

the lawn with blades of grass the size of corn stalks 

might not be normal use. Just before I came in here, 

I installed a new set of blades. When I get done 

here, I will see how Herbie is doing.  

These blades are razor blades that are sharp on 

both edges. They are about the size of razor blades 

just thicker, and sharp.  

Normally Herbie keeps the grass cut at about 2-

1/2”. He cuts just a little off the top, so it would be 

normal for him to keep his blades sharp. It is not 

designed for heavy grass. 

New Car 
I am getting ants in my pants waiting or my 

check to cleat the bank so I can go get my car for 

Paula. I saw the funds were sent to my bank, but the 

funds are still pending. Maybe my bank does not 

trust my other bank. In the old days I could have 

done all of this by walking across the street in about 

10 minutes. 

I am guessing I will need to pay sales tax on this. 

I do not think it is old enough to not do that. 

Oh, I will need license plates and transfer the 

title. Wait I need insurance too! 

What else? 

I just checked and the funds have cleared my 

bank. I can go look up Paula now. 

Later 

I have the new car in my driveway but still need 

registration and insurance. Monday, I guess. 

Landroid 
9-Aug-20 2:38 pm @home 88°      

I am still learning things about how to control 

Herbie. If he stops because he gets hung up on one 

of the roots, I have not taken care of yet, I can 

restart him without taking him back to the charger. I 

understood you press [Start] then enter the pass 

code. That did not work for me. I had to be wrong! 

Paula told me that Bob restarted him a couple 

times when he noticed he was stuck. I know Bob 

was not carrying Herbie back to the charger, and I 

am the only one with the pass code, 

I just came back in from restarting him on his 

journey without picking them up and carrying him 

back to his docking station, (charger). 
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Seems after you press [Start], there is a flashing 

[→] that it does not mean press [→] and put in the 

pass code. It means press [OK]! I could not find that 

anywhere in the instructions. Good thing I found 

that little piece of information. It will save me a lot 

of time. Thanks Bob and Paula! 

Mowing zones 

Now I need to figure out the setting for the 

zones. You can have this mow differ sections of the 

lawn for longer or shorter times. (Zones) 

The grass in the back grows the fastest and the 

south front the slowest. The back (Zone-1) should 

be about 70%, Zone-2 10%, and the north front 

Zone-3 20%. Or something like that. 

Right now, I have the back, Zone-1, set to 100% 

and the other two set to zero. 

 Well Herbie spends all his time trying to 

mow the south side of the front yard that does not 

grow much. Something is wrong with my Zone 

setting! I want to water the south front to help it 

grow a little faster, but Herbie will get stuck in the 

mud.      

I must figure this out! Remember I said the 

instructions do not tell you much! 

Maybe I could use four Zones. Maybe I can find 

something else on the internet. The internet can be 

your friend sometimes. We will see. 

Tammy 
Happy Birthday Tammy! 

No Power 
11-Aug-20 @9:17 am @EWT 72°      

So, it was kind of dark in here this morning. 

There is still no power. Do not think I am without a 

computer. 

This laptop will run a long time if charged. They 

say 12 hours. And my iPhone is a hotspot, so I have 

the Internet. And my battery pack has a light that 

runs for weeks and I still have some to charge my 

iPhone. As for coffee, Starbucks has power. 

You see it does not affect me a whole lot.       

Michelle cancelled the early classes because it 

was too dark and no music. By 8:30 it was light 

enough to open the doors to let in enough light to 

have class. Two people showed up.  

I have been here since 7:30 and it is 9:30 now. 

Still no power. 

Down on the corner must be where the problem 

lies. That is where all the tree mess is.  

At my house it was very windy. They even blew 

the bad weather alarm last night. 

It is nice outside now! 

 New Car 
I received the proof of insurance for my PT 

Cruiser yesterday. I need to get over to the DMV 

and get it registered & plates. I would go now but 

they are in the group that do not have power. I guess 

I will go later after that is fixed. 

Old Car 

I need to sell my Honda now. I looked up the 

value and it is not worth much. So, I need to decide 

if I want to try and sell it or donate it to Kars for 

Kids or someone. 

If I sell it, I get the cash. If I donate it, I get 

nothing because I do not pay enough taxes to make 

it profitable to donate it. I would most likely only 

get a $500.00 deduction out of it. 

With last year’s taxes I could have used it. If I 

get $500 for the car that is about 50 cups of coffee. I 

think it is worth about $1,000. I should ask $1,500 

and take what I can get.  

$1,500 would be nice. I could get 150 days of 

coffee. It cost me about $10 a day for our morning 

coffee. That would be 30 weeks! 

I could put the money in the bank and then use it 

to help fund my trip to Spain next year too. 

I figure I need about $10,000 available even 

though I would only need $4,000 to $6,000 for the 

trip.  

10:30 am 

Still no power here at EWT! 

Interesting 
After getting tags, license plates for my new car I 

sat down to watch TV. I was watching about the 

Cup of Christ. 

Seems there are 200 claims around the world of 

its location. I was watching this to see where this 

movie took it. I was surprised how close I was to 

where they decided it was located. 
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Leon Spain at that church across the street from 

where I was sitting waiting for Charlie to start 

walking the Camino again. 

Yup, about June 1st, 2012 I was sitting on a park 

bench across the street from that Cathedral in Leon 

where they claim the cup from the Last Supper is 

located. If I knew that I would have paid to get in to 

see it. Instead, I waited for Charlie waiting for the 

restaurant to open (You can read a little about Charlie 

in my book “Walking the Walk” on “Week 5,1-Jun, Day 

32”) 

I have been learning a lot of Spanish for the 

Camino since I have been there and planning to go 

again. 

Many of the Cathedrals have fees to get inside 

the doors. Most of the churches are locked. 

Someone in the villages have a key if you want to 

hunt them down. There is always somebody around 

to point you to someone the knows the person who 

has those keys. 

During the normal time when they have Mass 

you can get in without the hassle. In most cases I 

would just walk by.  

I may take more time the next time. There is a lot 

of history all throughout Spain. 

I will have to add that to my plan for the next 

trip. 

Walking the Walk 
Walking the Walk is the name of the book I 

wrote about my thoughts when I walked across 

Spain in 2012. 

I remember much of the trip but also forgot 

things. 

I just grabbed a copy of my book and opened to 

page 100. Funny, page 100 has a picture of me next 

to the 100 km marker. I look dazed.  

It must have been cool that day. I am all bundled 

up. 

I remember taking pictures of most of those mile 

markers the last 100 kilometers. 

They show how many kilometers to Santiago, or 

to the end of the land to the west. I did not get a 

picture of the Zero Marker. 

 100 kilometers is about 62 miles.       

That was on Day-42. I arrived in Santiago on 

Day-47. Fifty-three days after I left my front door I 

walked back in my front door! 

PT Cruiser 
12-Aug-20 8:00 am @EWT 76°      

Yesterday I got the title transferred into my name 

and picked up new license plates. 

Today I am driving it. I am starting out with 

151,062 miles on the odometer. I know that is a lot 

of miles, but it is a good car. 

I also noticed I had a sun root. Paula told me it 

had one, but it must have not been important 

enough to remember. 

Monday, I replaced the left rear taillight lens the 

was filling with water. 

Today I checked all the lights and they were 

working, and installed the license plates, moved my 

Honda to the side, and now I am driving the PT 

Cruiser. 

I still have not told any one around here. I 

decided to not stand on the roof and yell; “I GOT A 

NEW CAR!”       I will just wait and see who sees 

it.  

The only thing I see I need to take care of is the 

driver’s side visor. It is loose and will not stay up or 

down where it belongs. There is a rubber band 

holding it now. 

Only 100 kilometers to go! 
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Broken Power Line 
On the way home yesterday, I went down Lake 

because the traffic light the other way was still 

flashing red. Cars where all plugged up there and 

cars were not stopping. The Route 47 way was not 

safe. 

On Lake Street the fire department was 

redirecting traffic because of a power line was 

down.  

I do not think I have ever seen a live power line 

arcing to the earth. I have seen a lot of them on TV, 

not the same. This was one of those big lines and it 

was shorted to the ground near Gavers Services. 

This was burning a yellowish color. And it was 1-2 

foot across and maybe 1 foot high and a constant 

burn. 

I do not know what that means but it is nothing 

like what I have seen in the movies. Tim, maybe 

you know. 

Landroid 
I read and read the instructions about the setting 

up the Zones. Seems I must isolate the zone with 

the perimeter wire. If my gap between the zone is 

too large the Landroid will just drive through it. 

It is autonomous and does its own thing if you do 

not rain him in. I understand it more now and can 

fix it. 

That explains why Herbie mows zone 1 & 2 and 

never goes to zone 3. He thinks zone 1 & 2 are the 

same place. 

He is still “Herbie”! 

Water Garden 
I must clean out the sump under the water garden 

and setup some new footing for my water garden. I 

have this figured out and need to work on it. Maybe 

I will be done before Saint Patrick’s Day.       

New Car 
13-Aug-20 7:48 am @EWT 78°       

Yesterday I drove my new car. I had no issues. 

This is great because it has all these miles on it.  

This morning I caught myself looking at things 

while I was driving. Things like ‘What does this 

button do?’ Not a good thing to do while you are 

driving! 

When I got here this morning, I opened the 

manual and looked at every page. You know the 

first 113 pages tells about the key and the seat belts. 

It was after paged 225 before I even got to where 

you start the car. 

After a while I forgot what I was looking for. I 

guess I will do like I do when I answer the phone 

while driving. Pull over and park!       

Herbie 
14-Aug-20 9:13 pm @Home 75° Dark 

Today I cut those roots out that Herbie kept 

getting hung up on and pushed the dirt into the 

holes that the roots made. I need to get a couple of 

bags of dirt to fill them a little better. 

He has been running all day and only got caught 

once between the fence and the tree. Not much 

more I can do there until the grass starts growing or 

the dirt gets hard. 

Also, my zoning issue is resolved. I am confident 

I can change them now. So, for now, it is back yard 

60%, Front north 30%, and front south 10%. That is 

about how it grows right now. 

Now that that seems to be under control, I can 

get back to the Fountain/garden foundation. I need 

to dig the pit and put in some footing and rebuild 

the stand.  

Tomorrow is another day! 

Mom’s Birthday 
17-Aug-20 7:24 am @EWT 71°       

Today is the anniversary of Mom’s birth. Yes, 

today is Mom’s Birthday. Born in Wall Lake Iowa 

on August 17th, 1917. It has been 103 year since 

that day. Mom raised 7 kids in her lifetime, well, 

and Dad. There was Mike, Marie, Marty, Cork, 

Jake, Marcia, and Edie. Five of us are still around 

the talk about Mom. 
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Mom drew her own hand one time. Mom was a 

craft person. She made everything. I have a copy of 

Mom’s hand hanging on my wall. I call it “The 

Helping Hand of Mom”. Mom had so many crafty 

projects. 

Maybe I got that gene in me somewhere. 

Anyway, Happy Birthday Mom, wherever you 

are. I love and miss you! 

Fountain Garden 
Yesterday I got the drain dug out for the drain 

under the garden box in the front.  

I ran water into the drain in the back yard to 

flush it out a little. I ran the water almost 30 minutes 

before it got to the front of the house. It must be 

stuck in the drain somewhere because I only got 5-6 

gallons of water to come out of the pipe. It was 

enough. 

I need to get 4 footing blocks and some treated 

2x4s before I can fill the hole. 

Herbie 
My lawn mower has done so good the last few 

days I am giving him the day off. 

The only problem I am having is between the 

tree and the fence. Herbie cut the wire once and he 

gets stuck in there. I still need to figure out this 

spot. 

I must go help Michelle scrub the floor. 

The floor is done and just before class! 

Fountain/Garden 
22-Aug-20 9:31 am @Home 76°       

Yesterday evening I placed the water garden 

back up on it stand. I am glad I did not move that 

too far when I moved it from its platform. That 

sucker is heavy! 

I am not sure if It will be a flower garden this 

time or if it will remain a fountain. I need to think 

on that for a few days or weeks. 

 

The helping hand of Mom! 
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Family Tree 
I was going to walk up to Starbucks earlier, but I 

sat down at the computer. So, here I am! 

I worked on updating the family tree some more. 

With people spread all over time back to the year 

932 AD, it is taking some time for me to get some 

of this cleaned up. 

Getting stories and pictures about many of these 

people has not been so hard but getting the people 

that are not related filtered out is going to take some 

time. 

I have an idea how to do that, but I am backing 

up my data right now. And I still need to walk up 

town. 

Walking the Camino 
I am still planning on walking the Camino de 

Santiago again next year. I need to start walking to 

get into shape. There are other things I need to get 

working on too.  

I need a way to back up my pictures while I am 

in Europe. Last time I carried them with me. At 

home I back them up from time to time. My 

ownCloud server can take care of this, but it relies 

on my server being up all the time. 

If I am on the other side of the world, I cannot 

restart it if it should fail for any reason. 

It is not just my pictures I am thinking about. If I 

write a journal, say Marty’s Random Travels, I want 

to save that as I go too. Last time I used a pencil and 

paper. Yes, old school! A keyboard for my phone 

would work, but I still need a backup. 

I am thinking about getting another iPad or tablet 

computer. The problem with these it is adding more 

weight I need to carry. 

I am sure I will figure that out before I go. 

I need to go for my first walk now! 

8:10PM 

Cost to Fly to Spain 

Earlier this year I tried to figure out what it 

might cost to fly to Spain and back in April or May. 

They did not even list the flights out that far. 

I just went out to Kayak.com and figured it out. 

The flight from Chicago to Biarritz France is 

$484.00. I would most likely take a train from there 

to where I would start the Camino. 

The flight home from Santiago Spain to Chicago 

was only $184.00. Then again, a train home. 

That is only $667.00 for air fare. That sounds 

like an exceptionally low price. I will keep 

watching because I had guessed $800 to $1000 for 

air fare. 

Maybe they are selling them cheap because 

nobody is flying right now. 

These flights I was looking at had many long 

layovers and stops. The flight out was ORD-MIA-

LIS-BIQ. With 2 layovers, 3 hours in Miami, and 4 

hours in Lisbon. The return was SCQ-LIS-ORD 

with a 20 hours layover in Lisbon. 

That is not bad for that price. I have spent 29 

hours in the Santiago Airport once. Boring! 

So, for now I might be getting a better price. 

Near Christmas 
25-Aug-20-1:42pm @home 80°             

There is only 4 months before Christmas, and I 

received my first present. Do not get too excited. 

My present, I just figured out how to clean up a 

bunch of the Family Tree. 

Remember me telling you I had over 11,000 

people in the tree I am working with? Well I see a 

way to filter out many people in it that are not 

relatives of either Mom or Dad. I found out how to 

set my export up to just get the people that are 

ancestors or descendants of Mom or Dad. 

Sometimes it pays to read the manual. I have not 

tried it yet, but it says I will not loose anything. I am 

going to try it now. Wish me luck! 

That is all I got for now. 

Walking the Camino 
26-Aug-20 8:07 am @EWT 83°      

I may have told you I started walking the other 

day, maybe not. I got to North Street to the south. 

That is maybe a block and I got tired and returned. 

Today I went to Grove Street to the north. That is 

downhill, but I needed to come back. 
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Maybe I am stuck in my block or afraid the cross 

the street. Maybe I am just that far out of shape. 

Whatever is happening I need to walk more.  

Today it is going to be hot! They say 91°. That is 

not the best weather to start. On the other hand, is 

there a better time. 

Is there one time that is better than another? I 

think not! I think that is all in my mind. 

I need to just get out there every day! 

When I was on the Camino the last time, I 

started at St. Jean Pied de Port and walked over the 

Pyrenees the first day. They say it was up some 

1,500 meters. That is like 4,500 feet. It took me 13-

1/2 hours and rained, snowed, thundered, 

lightening, and the wind was so strong it almost 

blew me over.  

I got so tired before days end, I thought I would 

not be able to make another step. I got up in the 

morning and forgot all a about being tired and sore 

the day before. I felt good! 

My core was in shape, it was just I had not 

walked much before I headed to the Camino. 

Today my core and walking skills need a lot of 

exercise. 

Maybe I should stop typing and go for a walk! 

Cricket 
There is a cricket here in the lobby at EWT than 

I need to catch before they get done with class. 

Michelle does not like them. And other than being 

noisy I am fine with catching them and letting them 

go outside. 

I just must find him first! 

Camino 
27-Aug-20 9:49 am @EWT 81°      

It looks like Jim will go to Spain with me in the 

spring. He must clear it with his wife because of the 

Coronavirus. She watches these things.  He is game 

to go today. 

The Coronavirus is one of the things that might 

stop me too. Today I do not worry about it too 

much. 

I have another friend, Bob, who said he is 

interested in the Camino. I wonder about Steve. 

We need some ladies too. We need adventurous 

Woodstock people. 

I still do not have a group yet, just a couple of us. 

      

Glasses 
My glasses broke last night. I need to get my 

eyes checked. I printed out an eye chart and it says 

20/40. That is not good! I would like 20/20 or even 

20/10.  

I will see if I can get them checked today. It has 

been years since the last time. 

I am never going to get my new car if I keep 

getting new things. Glasses are expensive! 

Oh well if I want to drive/see, I need new 

glasses!          

Family Tree 
28-Aug-20 8:03 am @Home 75°      

It is getting harder to look out the window and 

see the sky, too many trees.  

I have been trying to copy out Mom’s & Dad’s 

family tree and getting only their ancestors & 

dependents. 

The concept is simple. Click on Dad and export 

his spouse (Mom) and all their relatives. 

I have been working on it for a week. Things do 

not always go according to plan or the instructions. 

All in all, I think that when it gets finished 

copying all those pictures up to Ancestery.com, I 

got it. 

I went from 11,141 people in the master tree to 

4,479 people. And from 11,000+ pieces of media to 

only 977. 

I lost about 2/3 of the people! Well, not lost, but 

set aside. 

Now I must go get some coffee and come back 

to this later. 

Wait, I need to back it up again!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Little Later at EWT 

Now that I looked at the Family Tree since I 

made it a little more manageable, I think this might 

be easier. 

I have less than 600 hints in Ancestory.com. 

Before there was 62,000. This will make things 

easier. 
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Dad’s ancestors went back 40 generations the 

last time I looked. When I get home, I will have to 

see how it is now. Should be the same. We will see. 

I do not have the Family Tree Maker program on 

this laptop. I must have a second license if I would 

do that. Then I would have other issues to deal with. 

I have enough problems without opening that 

can of worms.                              

Boy am I sleepy today! I wonder what is up with 

that.       

 

Whoops! 

Now that I am home, I am checking on the 

family tree export and I see I made a slight mistake. 

Mom does not have any ancestors. I forgot the 

export her data along with Dad’s. Well, I might not 

have understood when it said “and spouse” it did 

not mean Mom’s tree too. I must do this again and 

this time I need to select both Mom’s and Dad’s 

names. 

Basically, I need to do it over! 

I will get this.            

Recycling 
29-Aug-20 9:49 am @home 71°       

This is going to be a long day therefore I will be 

ending this issue at the end of this page. 

Cork and I took a bunch of stuff the be recycled 

today. I got rid of 12 big things from my pile. Like 

VCR, printers, laptops, etc. My pile is too big, so I 

did not even notice it was gone. 

Family Tree 
I finished with my clean up after getting Mom’s 

and Dad’s history out of the full tree. When I get 

back from my eye exam, I will get back into that. I 

need to make a report to see if it looks ok now. It 

should look the same as before. Being it is half the 

size it should process faster. We will see! 

Lazy Day 

29-Aug-20 9:09 pm @home 66°      

Most of today has been a do-nothing day. I need 

new glasses but must wait until Tuesday. I worked 

on the Family Tree for a while. I sat and watched 

Herbie for a while. Had lunch with my people. You 

know it has been a kind of lazy afternoon and 

evening. I think I am going to hit the hay early and 

see what tomorrow brings. 

Oh, Oh, I finally got my first 100 miles on my 

car too.  I will bet that excites you!       

What is This 
31-Aug-20 5:04 pm @home 80°       

I found this and I have had it for years. Does 

anyone else remember where it came from? This is 

a test! What is might be easy, but where did it come 

from originally? Does anyone else have one, and 

where did you get it? 

 

 

 

See you next time. 

Marty 

  

Mystery Item 
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EW Training 
Functional Strength Training 

Woodstock Illinois 

(815) 308-5021 

info@EWTrainingWoodstock.com 

EWTrainingWoodstock.com 

Reopening Jul 6th,2020 

 

We are a group of 

regular folks working hard 

to open a community-

owned grocery store in 

McHenry County, IL and 

we hope you will join us! 

I am selling me used books on Amazon under the name “MRT Used Book Sales”. I am 

clearing out my library. Many of these books look new. If you look for a used book and see it 

is being sold by me, it will say sold by “MRT Used Books Sales”. 

http://www.lulu.com/author/content_revise.php?fCID=7646593

