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29-Oct-20 11:40 am @EWT 

New issue 
I decided to start a new issue today with a new 

template to help me get everything checked out 
before I publish Marty’s Random Thoughts.  

I’ll have to see how that works.       
Now I need to go and proof the last issue. 

Marty’s Life Stories 
I started writing my life stories a long time ago. I 

keep thinking of things I could add to the list. 
It seems I am doing something else and forget to 

write it down on paper or in the computer to do 
later. I.e. a reminder! 

Yesterday I put a blog on my server at home 
that houses my cloud. Now I cannot access my 
server!  Of course, I am here, and it is there! It 

must be in two places at once.      
I was thinking I could just add to my story as I 

come across a thought. I could do a quick look up a 
subject and add to it if I need to or modify it. 

As a computer person this should be easy, yes?  
Maybe! I must have a typo or something 

because I cannot access my server. 
I could have saved the stories to a database and 

accessed it that way too. Or even leave it in Word 
the way it is now too. 

If I used a WordPress blog, I could add pictures 
easier. It is a little harder in an Access database. 
And in Word not so easy. 

I guess I will figure something out! 

Not So Cold 
While I am waiting for my lunch to cook, I was 

wondering where it was warm outside. Then I 
thought about a road trip since I cannot go to Spain 
yet. 

I see that you could spend the whole year at 70° 
in the US if you move around a little. I found 2 
maps. One is in the US 48 States and the other one 
is in North America. 

Here are the maps. 
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So, anyone want to go on a Road Trip? 
Today I should be in Nebraska or New Mexico 

depending on which route I took.       

 
4-Nov-20 10:13 pm D 26,119@home 57° Dark 

Who Won? 
I was about ready to go to bed and I wondered 

“Who won the election?” 
No one knew this morning and I have been busy 

and not listing to the radio. I almost never watch 
the news or read the paper. 

I would bet I could find out from Google! I will 
be back… 

 
 
 
Nov 4, 2020 and they still have not called it. 

 
I guess all the mail in votes are slowing them 

down a little.  
With all the garbage we have been going 

through with the Election and the world situation, 

we still must wait!        
I guess that is our life currently in history. 
Good-Night! 
Wait! 
I cannot go to bed yet! I need to publish 

October’s MRT. I guess this will be a late night!          
5-Nov-20 12:21 am @home 59° Still Dark 

I just published the October issue of Marty’s 
Random Thoughts. Now I am going to bed! 

Good-Night again! 
8:57 am @EWT 57$ daylight now 

Traffic Circle 
Yesterday why I was looking a then American 

Pilgrim’s Facebook it reminded me that they 
started working on our traffic circles. 

They are putting two traffic circles on IL Route 
47. Normally this would not surprise me. This time I 
am surprised. One on each side of the railroad 
overpass. 
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For you who know Woodstock, one is at Lake 
Street and Rt.47 and the other one is at McConnell 
Road. This is just on the other side of the railroad 
tracks! Yes, the railroads are up in the air. 

Most people in Woodstock do not like traffic 
circles because they are different. I have used a 
few of them and they take time to get used to. 
After a while you learn how to use them safely. 

I saw this post on Facebook and reminded me of 
this. 

 

The says it all!       

Leaves 
I think I am done with leaves for 2020. Maybe I 

could buy a new chair for my Computer Room now.  
I think this one is getting old. Maybe my bottom 

needs some work. In any case here is what I found 
today. 

 

 

I do not see a cup holder. Maybe I should look at 

some more chairs.       
6-Nov-20 8:34 am @EWT 55°      

Free Cup 
Starbucks was giving free reusable Christmas 

cups today while supplies lasted. They still had 
some when I got there this morning. You only had 
to buy a holiday drink. I got two Peppermint 
Mochas. I figured with Blonde expresso and 
almond Michelle might drink it.  

When I checked out, they gave me 2 cups and I 
went to pick up my drinks they gave me two more 
of the Christmas cups. Yup I got 4 of them! 

I showed her the cups I scored and that I got 4. 
Michelle likes Starbucks Christmassy Cups. When I 
told her that I had to buy Christmassy drinks not a 
smile. 
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Later when she tries the drink…well, let us say I 
get two drinks today. I like Peppermint Mochas! 

Way too much sugar, but so G-O-O-D! 
I wonder if I will get a free refill in the free cups. 

The say if you use your Starbucks’ card you get a 

free refill.       I will see. 

New Book 
I am thinking I want to write a new book. I had 

some ideas new and old I have been thinking 
about. 

I thought I needed to work on my life stories 
and about not walking across Spain just yet. Maybe 
I am doing that right now with Marty’s Random 
Thoughts. Maybe I just need to do something else. 

If I would get up for my butt and do something 
maybe this will go away, and I will get on with my 
life. 

Oh well! 
I was thinking about starting a radio station, but 

I do not think I will do that.  
8-Nov-20 7:43am @home 57° Sun is sleeping yet 

Election 
Well the votes are not in yet, but I think that Joe 

will be our new guy. I am sure this will make 
Donald stop and think. 

Now maybe some of the fighting will stop. I am 
getting so tired of the arguing between those two 
parties. Why do they not get along? We are only 
one America. There is only one Earth. 

Let’s us stop tearing it down and build 
something with what we have. There are a lot of 
smart people so we could make the Earth Great! 

It may not be over just yet even though The 
Associated Press thinks so. We need to wait until 
January to be sure. It does look like Joe is the Guy 
and Donald will not be. 

Let us get on with our lives! 
9-Nov-20 9:40 am @EWT 69° overcast 

New Day 
I am sure we are going to have a lot of 

arguments about the outcome of the elections. 

Most likely Donald Trump will protest and ask for a 
recount. Being it was so close I might too. 

Maybe we need a change. Maybe we were on 
the right path. We can only guess. 

I have not consulted any psychics to see what 
they think. The world is divided right now. We need 
to pull together. 

It makes no difference what color you are for. 
None of it is black, white, red, blue or any other 
color either. We are all people, and we need to 
come together. Give a little! 

As I See It 
Right now, I think the Coronavirus is our biggest 

issue. It is affecting everybody. I am ok but you may 
not. 

They say it is spread by being close to others. I 
come to EWT and do not wear a mask. I do not get 
close to others. I do wear a mask at Starbucks, 
Walmart, Menards, Sams, Walgreens, and the Post 
Office. I have not been anywhere else. 

Wait I got to Town & Country for lunch with the 
family on Saturday. I do not wear a mask for that. 
Hard to eat with a rag in your mouth. 

So, am I safe? Are others around me Safe? I only 
know one of my friends who is dealing whit COVID-
19 and they are 275 miles from here. I do not plan 
a road trip soon. 

I want to go to Spain and a road trip, but I will 
not until things have cleared up. 

Weather 
The weather around here has been in the 60’s 

and 70’s for the last week. I love it! It looks like 
tomorrow might be the end of it. 

The Forecast is the 40’s and 50’s fore the 
following 7 days. Even so, that is nice for this time 
of the year. 

Tim has had snow in Michigan. We have only 
had a few flakes of the stuff. 

How is your weather? 
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10-Nov-20 8:03 am @EWT 65°     

Leaves 
I am thinking I will have to move those leaves 

back to the street. It would be nice to be able to 
just burn them in place. That is hard to do when 
the wind blows and besides, it is illegal. If there 
were not so many, I could put them in my fire pit. 

      
I would have to be out there for weeks to burn 

them. I guess I will just keep raking them and then 

putting them back on the curb.       

Fire Pit 
My fire pit is above ground, so I guess it is really 

an incinerator. It is easier to call it a pit. 
My incinerator is burnt out and needs to be 

replaced. I think the first time I used it, it got so hot 
it burnt the chrome off the screen. Since then the 
legs have rusted off and it sits on cement blocks in 
the driveway in the way. 

I burnt it empty and will put the ashes in the 
garden. Then I can get rid of it. 

I guess I should think about a real fire pit. Let 
see me have a 20’ foot hole in the ground lined 
with brick. Wait, that is a well! I could dig a well 
and line it with brick. Either way I need to dig a 
hole. 

I could bury gold in the bottom then it could be 
a money pit. I wonder what I might find at the 
bottom of the hole. 

If I make it horizontal It could be a grave. Let us 
not do that! 

A nice three-foot hole with grid across the top 
would do the job. Once it is full of ash, I could just 
make it into a garden. Ash is good for gardens, is it 
not. 

I could burn the brush from time to time and 
still bury the gold in the bottom. Enough of that! 

Dwelling 
Some of us dwell on things we cannot change. 

Other of us dwell on things we wish would change 
that we cannot do anything about. And some of us 

change what we can. And some of us wish for 
things to change that we can change, and do not 
act on it. 

I think I dwell on what I can change but do not! 
If you always do what you always done, you 

will always get what you have always gotten.  
I read this once. For some reason I thought of it 

today. It can be the thought for today. 
12-Nov-20 9:10 am @EWT 44°      

Happy Veterans Day, yesterday. 

Leaves 

Maybe I did not get out there early enough to get 
the last of them. Yesterday I saw the city out there 
sucking the leaves off the curb, that is the ones 
that did not blow back into the yard. 

I guess I need to do something with those that 
are left. 

 
Maybe I could use the leaf blower. Instead of 

blowing I could use it as a vacuum and leave the 
bag off and make them into corn flakes. Then just 
blow them back into the grass to rot. 
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There has been enough raking! 
I need to change clothes. 

 
 
I look like I have a headache. I got my shirt and 

pants changed. That emoji was getting aged. And I 

need some coffee.       
Not much going on here today. Bathrooms are 

stocked and waiting to find out if Michelle is going 
to move. Maybe I will go home and work on those 
leaves before they get too wet to move. 

Looks like rain this weekend and cold for the 
next week or so. Maybe until Thanksgivings Day. 

I got rid of those cargo pants and changed 
shoes. 

My electrical in the garage can wait for the 
leaves. I must check with Michelle and see what is 
going on here. 

13-Nov-20 8:34 am @EWT 28°     

Leaves 
I broke down and move those leaves that had 

blew up to the fence. I think they wanted to get 
out. The wind died down so maybe they will still be 
on the tree bank when the city comes by. 

Today is the last day of the city pick up for the 
year. 

I must thank Bob for cleaning up the front yard 
with his tractor. I dreaded cleaning all of them up 
again. Thank you, Bob! 

Camino 
I just checked the prices for flying the Spain in 

the spring. The cost is about $420 both ways. 
Normal price would be around $850. Wait, we have 
a new “Normal”, do we not? 

It is not looking good for the spring with the 
Coronavirus stuff going on. Spain is shut down! 

EWT 
Michelle just told me that we are out of garbage 

bags. I tried to tell her to do like some of my 
neighbors do. They must throw the trash out their 
windows so. After trash day my yard is full of trash. 

Well, on windy trash days it seems to be worse. 
Maybe I need to pick up some more trash bags 

today. 
 Oh, the sun just came out. Maybe it will be a 

nice day…whoops it is gone again. 
18-Nov-20 5:39 pm @ home 42° Dark out there 

Coronavirus 
I thought the Coronavirus would not get near 

me. Well, it’s kind of has not yet. 
I found out that my nephew-in-law was tested, 

and he has it. He is doing fine. He feels great and 
was outside doing yard work the last I heard. 
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His wife has the flu symptoms and is feeling 
miserable. Her mother stays with them and is 
staying clear of the two of them. 

Seems that they all are doing fine today. 
22-Nov-20 9:52 am @Home 42°       

Camino 
I haven’t been posting much in my Newsletter 

about the Camino because I had been obsessing 
about it and do not want to lay all of that on you. 

I am still thinking about it, but things don’t look 
good. 

Yesterday only 2 pilgrims made it to Santiago. In 
2012 when the count was 178,000+ and last year 
347,000+ people registered for their Compostela in 
Santiago. 

I have not seen the total count for this year, but 
I will be surprised if it is 5,000. These numbers have 
not been this low since year 1990. 

Right now, it does not look too promising for me 
the head to Spain next spring. 

Starbucks 
Even if I cannot get to Spain for my morning 

coffee, I can still get to Starbucks. I have one sitting 
here next to me right now. 

I cannot hang around there, but I did see John 
this morning. Have not seen him in a few months. 

Besides home, I only have 2 places where I hang 
out, home and EWT. Michelle is still open! 

Garage Lighting 
I have been working on the lighting in the 

garage. Cork came over and helped me mount the 
light fixtures on the ceiling yesterday. It makes it 
much easier when you have help. Thanks Cork! 

Jeremy donated me the light fixtures. There are 
fluorescent fixtures that they do not sell any more. 
People install LED fixtures now days. 

It is nice to have an Electrician in the family. 
Thanks Jeremy! 
See ad on the Backer’s page. 

24-Nov-20 12:19 am @EWT 35° Snowy 

Snow 
This morning we have our first accumulated 

snow. Maybe ½” of the white stuff and it is raining 
a little. It is warming now so more rain for a couple 
of days. 

Tim, you had snow a month ago. You can keep 
it. I do not think Texas has had any yet. Have you 
headed that way yet? 

Treadmill 
I just got off the treadmill here at EWT. I went 

1.8 miles in 55 minutes. That is about how far it is if 
I walk out here. It is the first time I have done any 
exercise on demand since, wow September! 

I am not to active. If I go for a 550 mile walk next 
spring, I need to get into shape.  

Wait, I need to get into shape even if I cannot go 
to Spain. 

Paper Products 
Looks like everyone else is buying the paper 

towels, ‘T’ paper, and Kleenex again. None in the 
stores the last two times I was shopping. 

Who scared everybody! 
25-Nov-20 10:19 am @EWT 42° rainy 

Shopping 
So, I went to Walmart and they did not have the 

paper I wanted. Bummer! 
Today it is cold and rainy. Another bummer! 
When I am at home, I mostly watch TV or mess 

with the computer. 
This stay at home stuff is starting to get to me. 

At least I have a place to go for Thanksgivings Day. 
After that, I could drive around a little on Friday 

and see how busy the stores are. I will not do any 
shopping. I almost never do that on the Friday after 
Thanksgivings day. That is why they call it Black, is 
it not! 

Maybe I will read my book. I could go out to the 
garage and finish my wiring. Too cold and damp. I 
could get some fuel for my heater and warm it up 

out there. Oh, woe is me…       



Marty`s Random Thoughts 1 December 2020 

MRT 
 

8 

There is a little kid walking around here who is 
bored too. 

27-Nov-20 7:11 pm @Home 32° Dark 

Thanksgivings 
I went to Michelle’s for Thanksgiving dinner 

yesterday. There were 5 of us. Michelle, her 
husband Grant, her dad Gary, and her mom Cookie. 

Last year there almost was not room for all the 
people. Michelle wanted to keep it low keyed this 
year because of the coronavirus.  

We visited, had dinner, and visited a little more. 
Michelle thanks for inviting me! I had a good 

time. 

Shopping until you Drop 
This morning I headed to Starbucks, then EWT. 

Then I went to Walmart to do some shopping.  Not 
real shopping-until-you-drop shopping. I just need 
to get a couple of things. I was a little scared what I 
might find when I went inside because the parking 
lot seemed full.  

When I got inside it was busy but plenty of room 
to move. The check outs were slow enough I could 
visit a little. It seemed to be less busy than a 
normal Friday of the bygone days. 

I was not there so long. 
  
This is enough for this month’s issue 
Time to write my Christmas letter. 
Marty 
 
 

 
December 1, 2020 

Follow up 
Leaves are gone. 

Mart’s Life Stores didn’t get works on much. 

Trump hasn’t given up yet. I think he is done! 

NO new book idea yet. 

No Fire Pit yet. 

I haven’t booked the flight to Spain yet 

I haven’t gone on a road trip either! 

The lighting is done in the garage for now. Maybe 

more later. 

And the Coronavirus it still around. Thy said on the 

radio today that they sent the antivirus to the FDA. 

We will see! 

Chrismas letter is next  
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MY BOOKS 
 

 MY CAMINO DE SANTIAGO ADVENTURE 
WALKING THE WALK, CAMINO DE SANTIAGO 2012 → 

2ND EDITIONS 

My books are available online from Lulu.com, Amazon.com and from me personally.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Do you have anything for this page? 

This  Issue is Being Randomly Published on Tuesday, December 1, 2020 05:59:00 
 

EW Training 
Functional Strength Training 

Woodstock Illinois 
(815) 308-5021 

info@EWTrainingWoodstock.com 
EWTrainingWoodstock.com 

Reopening Jul 6th,2020 

 

We are a group of regular 

folks working hard to open a 

community-owned grocery 

store in McHenry County, IL 

and we hope you will join us! 

I am selling me used books on Amazon under the name “MRT Used Book Sales”. I am 
clearing out my library. Many of these books look new. If you look for a used book and see it 
is being sold by me, it will say sold by “MRT Used Books Sales”. 

Delaware Electric Company Inc.ng al 

Fully Licensed and Bonded 
Phone: 815/338-3139 Fax: 815/337-1885  
email: info@delawareelectricinc.com 

Working together to promise superior customer satisfaction. 

delawareelectricinc.com 

Mike’s and Petra’s Books 
can be found on 

 LuLu.com and Amazon.com 
 

Mike Metras 1943 - 2018 

http://www.lulu.com/author/content_revise.php?fCID=7646593
mailto:info@delawareelectricinc.com
mailto:info@delawareelectricinc.com

