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Happy New Year
1-Jan-21-8:20 am @home 26°

It is the morning after that, isn't it!

Are those my keys?

What happened last night. Do you remember!

New Year. New Beginning

Where do we go from here? Do you have a goal
for 20217 Not so much yet.

| am going up to see if Starbucks is open and get
some coffee and think on it for a while.

Some may think | live at Starbucks. | have
changed. | have about one cup of coffee a day. |
used to drink Galleons of the stuff. | did say
“Galleons”! | cut it back to gallons then Liters. Now
it is one cup in the morning. Times do change.

Watermark

| removed the watermark for my newsletter. It
didn’t look right to me.

It distracts from the view and it was only the
URL anyway. If you missed it in the last issue, it said
“MartysRandomThoughts.com”.

Traveling Today

| need to take Michelle’s salt spreader back
today. | also need that cup of coffee. Maybe do
some shopping. Maybe the Dairy Queen is open.
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It is still cold out there. | looked at the
windshield on the car and it is clear, so maybe it is
not so cold. | best get going!

| got my coffee; it is way too sweet! Caramel
coffee sounded good at the time.

| didn’t get the salt spreader delivered, | forgot.
Oh well, No one there to use it anyway. I'll take it

out after lunch.
2-Jan-21 9:43 am @home 25° hazy
It looks like the World is still here this morning.

It is cold and damp outside and | need to go
shopping. | need some food so | can stay inside
longer where it is warm.

| am sure you want to hear about my mundane
task. Well, | opened my newsletter and could not
think of anything else to talk about.

Maybe | should just save this and go shopping!
Bye!

Me Most of the Time

How many of you watch T-V this way?
A lot of the times you can find me like this too.

| wonder whose cat that is.

| must be bored again!

There are a lot of emojis out here to play with. |
should go look for my gloves.

4-Jan-21 6:16 pm @home 27° Dark

Schildenewald Font
| saw this font and | wondered what it would
look like in my newsletter.

TOE SCOADENEWALD OSNN
LOOHY LK€ MO 0 N0

JOMENONG | WOUELD UTE
ST COMNEN.

MAEBE AY MRT OOR
MARNEE < RANDSM TRAVELY

WOEN | @INALLI @Gl!l A® 6%
OSR A R®AD NRH

mﬁ ﬂ ENE-ARGED

I Repeat

The Schildenewald font looks like this! It isn’t something I would
use too often.

Maybe as MRT for Marty’s Random Travels when I finally get to
go for a road trip.

MRT enlarged!

Enough of that.

| am still bored. | need to do something!
10-Jan-21 5:38 pm @home 22° Dark

Picture’s Age
| have a picture of Mom & Dad that | am trying

to get its age. The picture is on this page along with

some others. http://marty-
metras.com/dads100th/?p=3614

Mon & Dad

2
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The caption of the Picture only says “Mom &
Dad. Oh, this picture.

Seeing Dad in a suit and tie was unusual. Seeing
the shadows on the picture it was most likely taken
with a camera using a flash. Dad also looks a little
scared. Mom looks happy! Who got married about
then?

Come on Cork and Marie! You should know this,
| do not! It looks like Mike might have taken the
picture. Anybody else remember this?

Picture IDs

| have a million or so pictures. Well, a lot!
Pictures that are on paper are nice if there is a little
information written on the back, so fifty years later
you can remember something about them.

| have always said to write the date, who is in
the picture and where it was taken and maybe
what it is about.

| only know that is Mom and Dad because | lived
with them for 20 years or so. | know nothing else
about the picture.

Here is a picture from the same web page.

The caption shows, Marie, Cork, Jake, Marcia, And Marty.
Mom is also in the picture. It is time stamped “1959 Nov”

| know it is when we lived over the White House
because that is the window, we had the fan in most
of the time.

| wonder what was on TV that got all of us to sit
there and watch it at once. Boy the TV is little! @

Sometimes | like looking into the past.

There are about 2000 pictures on the Dad’s
100t web site http://Marty-
Metras.com/dads100th .

And maybe another 2000 on the Mom’s 100%™,
Http://marty-metras.com/Moms100th .

These are the two-web site | created for the
family for there 100%™ birthdays. Dads in 2011 and
Moms in 2017.

15-Jan-21 9:35 am @EWT 32° €3

No blizzard Yet

Yesterday they said to watch out for a
blizzard. Then they said
that it does not have to
be snowing to be a
blizzard. It could just be
the wind blowing the
loose snow.

Our English language
is strange. The same
word means so many
things.

Right now, we are getting the white fluffy
snow like you have seen in snow globes.

Cloud of Smoke

Last night | thought | would go out to the
garage and work with the CNC router. It was
not so cold, and | had a little fuel left in the
heater.

When | got out there it was damp and cold
in the garage, so | went to the heater the check
on the fuel level. Seemed to be about an hour
left in the tank. | turned it on and went to work.

After about 15 minutes, | heard the heater
start to falter. It was almost out of fuel.

You know | had forgot when it spits and
sputters just before it burns out, it dumps a
couple of big clouds of smoke.

It filled the garage with some much smoke |
could hardly see. For a few seconds | thought it
was warm enough to keep working.
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Then | remembered it was toxic and | figured
| had two choices, continue to work, and die of
CO. Or turn off the lights and go into the
house.

You know all those thoughts took only a
second or so. | have the gas can in the car to
get more fuel on the way home.

It burns clean when it is full of fuel. | use
diesel but could use kerosene or jet fuel. Diesel
is easiest to come by and | do not know where
| could get any jet fuel.

Not sure who is selling kerosene. So, it is
diesel for now. | can get it about two blocks
from home.

CNC Router

| am going to try to make some coins with
the router. | think you might call them wooden
nickels. | have some 1-1/2" blanks and am
going to give it a try.

There is not much room to carve but | want
to see what | can do.

| figure | can put a logo on one side. Maybe |
can put a little text on the back side.

| spray painted them with dark brown paint.
That was all | had. Black might have been
better. When | carve then the natural wood will
show through. But | got smoked out yesterday.

| must make a jig to hold them because they
are so small and no way to clamp them down.
That is what | got started on yesterday.

The blanks are thicker when painted and the
double stick tape makes them even thicker.

They need to be a fixed height in the jig if |
am going to make more than one at a time.

If that works out it will be great.

The next thing is how much information can
| carve, and it is not too busy.

Then how deep

do | carve it without
having side-A and
Side-B touching
each other.

The blanks are
1/8" thick. | am
going to try to
carve 0.01" deep.
That makes 0.125 -

(0.01*2) =0.105" left between.

Maybe | could go to 0.02" it about 0.080
between the two sides.

If 1 go deep it will blur the lettering.

| am sure | will lose a few blanks getting this
set up.

This is an idea but not something | will try at
1-1/2."

“In this unfolding conundrum of life and history, there is such a
thing as being too Late....this a time for vigorous and positive
action”—Marth Luther King Jr.

16-Jan-21 9:30 am @home 33° Snowy

Happy Birthday
Today is my big brother’s birthday. Mike

would be 78 years old today.
Happy Birthday Mike, wherever you are! |
miss you!

Mike in about 2007

Marty's Random Thoughts




Lottery
Mike would be proud of me | only spent

$15.00 on that $750 Million lottery yesterday. |
should not say spent. | should say | only lost
$15.00. Nope, | did not win!

Jan. 19%, it will be $850,000,000. Maybe | will
buy another ticket.

| am already covered for tonight's $640
Million and the smaller $3,950,000 games.

Yah, | spent forty-five dollars chasing my
dream! We will see.

Wooden Nickels

| have been working with the X-Carve
making those wooden nickels. The first batch
was for testing. 2 or 3 of them are ok, just not
great.

The first one printed off to one side. The
other side was too low.

One of the blanks broke after | got one side
done. Bad wood, | guess. Another of the blanks
was thin on one side or the tape was too thick.

Wait, | could use bigger tape and cover the
top. | am using double sticky tape on the back
now. | will need to try that.

One came loose and messed up. | know why
that was. When | stuck it down, it was cock-
eyed. | pulled it up and stuck it down with the
same tape. You cannot do that. The sticky is
not sticky enough!

Anyway, | think | have 2 that are not too bad.

| need to make my fixture out of hard wood.
| am using MDF and the tape does not stick
well to it. A little MDF comes off with the tape.
That might have made that one too thick or
thin on that one side.

| quit last night and left all my parts in the
garage. | need to make a list of things | need to
fix before | start the next patch.

MRT Coin

| have not tried the MRT coin yet. | need to
get some different paint to pre paint the
blanks. I think I will get that later today.

| want to get shiny paint, so the tape does
not stick too hard to it and pull it off. Maybe
some clear coat after the carving.

When you are carving lettering on bigger
things you could paint it after you are finished.
The paint goes down into the letters and then
you just sand the surface. You have painted
letters and natural wood showing. With these
little coins it is easier to paint first then carve
away the paint showing the letters.

In any case | need some paint!

Let me see what | can do with my MRT
design.

Lovers, Travellers, and Poets, will give money to be heard.--PRA

17-Jan-20 6:52 pm @Home 26° Dark

Chasing the Dream
| am $45 broker now because of the Lottery

chasing. | know better but | needed to try.
We still have a game for the next 4 nights. |
should chase my dream a little more. @

January 17t Little Lotto $150,000
January 18t Lotto $4,100,000
January 19t Mega Millions $850,000,000
January 20t Power Ball $730,000,000

Enough said!

Wealth is not his that has it, but his that enjoys it. --PRA

18-Jan-21 9:50 am @EWT 24° O

Achieve 2021 fitness goals!
See The Woodstock Independent on Jan

13t

Thought this write up is about fitness in
general Michelle is in it and the 2 biggest
pictures the paper is from EW Training’s return
center. Only one picture online.

Here is a link to the article if you are
interested.
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021/01/get-in-gear-to-achieve-2021-fithess-

goals/

Lottery or Not
Should | chase the Lottery again for a chance

to win more of that 1.5 billion dollars waiting
for me in the next few days?

| do not know what | would do with all that
money right now. Oh, yest | would buy and
new car, house, new clothes, and donate a
bunch, who wouldn't!

What about the $1,000,000,000 that is left? |
will need to think on that for a while.

What do you do with a billion dollars?

21-Jan-21 3:00 pm @home 35° {:‘}

Lottery Winnings
Seems like | haven't won the Lottery yet, but

there is another 950,000,000.00 dollars waiting
for me on January 22", Wait, wait, it is 970
million now. Now | must refigure out how to
spend that extra 20 million dollars! (2

Well, here is how | was going to git rid of the
first 95 million.

| must split it with Michelle. That takes care
of 475 million dollars. Now | have 475 Million
spend.

The government gets about ¥2 of that
leaving me with 237.5 million. This number
would be about all | might get out of the
950,000,000.00 that | started with.

OK I need to give a bunch to my siblings.
And another bunch to each of their off springs.
| think there is 40 or so.

Let see where am | now? Oh yes, about
$70,500,000 or so for me!

At $70.5 million, | could draw $1,000,000
each year for 120 years and still have $338,200
the following year to entomb me. There may
be some left. You could all have coffee on me!

Wait there is that $20,000,000 | need to add
to these figures. Wait, %2 is Michelle’'s a1/2 of
my half go to the government. | guess | only
get $5,000,000.00 more.

| think | will just buy a new House, Car, and
Computer with that! For now, they look like
this. £ < M | will get big ones later! @

Too Much

This is all messed up | only need funds for 79
more years. It will be 2100 and | think | will be
done.

Maybe | need to spend more money each
year! | have not figured on interest or inflation
yet. 1% interest is easy to get Inflation is
around 2%. Let see what happen adding those
numbers. 2% added to my annual million
dollars and 1% added back into the total.

That comes out 61 years. But | will need 2.2
million to cover my one million a year. So, | can
figure that all out when | get the check for
$970,000,000.00. THAT IS A LOT OF MONEY!

Lottery Investment
22-Jan-21 9:19 an @EWT 11° Sunny

Well, | just invested another $10.00 in the
lottery. Funny | am calling it an investment. It is
gambling!

The winning I will invest in stocks like
Commonwealth Edison, Northern lllinois Gas,
Starbucks, Amazon, and some other companies
| use. It makes more sense than just putting it

in the bank and getting almost no interest.
24-Jan-21 11:41 am @Home 29° O

We Won!

Yes, we won the lottery! And no, we did not
win the $970 million. But we did win! All
morning yesterday | thought how | was going
to use my half. Remember | told Michelle that
she could have half. A promise is a promise.

After all, what do | need $970,000,000.00 for
anyway? | would not live long enough to spend

6
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it all. | figured the first thing to do is to give
most of it away.

So, at lunch yesterday | decided to by lunch
for everybody. | did not tell any one until we
had our checks. Never tell anyone before the
fact you are buying.

You know everybody said | did not have to
buy. That is when | told them | had won the
lottery and wanted to buy lunch. Of course,
they wanted to know how much | had won.

| told them | got this, let me pay and I will
tell you.

Along with 63046 other people in lllinois we
got $4.00 which I will split with Michelle. This
means | am in debit for buying lunch for
everybody. | can handle that and do not need
to figure out how to spend my winnings.

This was the easy way out of my dilemma!

| am back to near normal and will not have
to go into counseling. @

Sleep In
This morning | stayed in bed a little longer

than normal. | just put the covers over my head
and went back to sleep. | must have needed it
because | feel good. | got a couple extra hours
sleep, maybe three.

| am still in my PJ’s thinking about making
some breakfast/lunch.

It must have been all the extra money | won
wear me out. @

Oh yes, breakfast!

26-Jan-21 9:41 am @EWT 28° ¢

It snows today. | took a while to find my car.
| am getting tired of the winter. Maybe the
groundhog will not see his shadow.

Peter Pan lost his shadow for a while. Wendy
put it back if | remember correctly. Maybe they
could get together and keep spring around
more often.

Heater

Since winter is going to be around for a
while, | ordered an electric heater for the
garage. Thanks to Delaware Electric | have the
wiring to handle it. That is my nephew, Jeremy.

The heater should be here this week. This
will give me time to figure out where to install
it.

| have a good idea where to install it, but |
need to see if it can be done. | may have to add
some bracing to mount the heater.

| have enough kerosene to keep me warm
while waiting for the new electric heater.

Oh Wow!

It is already the 26™ of January. Where has
this month gone? | think | will cut off this issue
and get it published. But first a word from my
SpONSsOrs.

EW Training

ST LLLIIT
TRAINING

Michelle has Kid's Classes for up to 10 kids.
There are 2 classes that are going very well.

| am inviting you to contact Michelle and
check them out. You need to hurry up. Michelle
just put out the sign-up sheet for the two
classes.

The classes will be February 17" thru March
26th on Monday's & Friday's. One class at
3:45pm to 4:30 and the other from 4:45pm to
5:30.

Marty's Random Thoughts
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| helped install the slack line with obstacles

on it last week. Oh, to be ten again!
This is for young kids. Contact Michelle for

details.
EW Training
1270 McConnell Rd
Woodstock, IL 60098
(815) 308-5021
info@EWTrainingWoodstock.com

FoodShed.coop

FOODshed(? | {

Imagine a grocery store that...

e Sells fresh food from local farmers.

e Keeps profits in the local community.

e Clearly labels its products.

o Has healthy, natural food and meals for your
family.

o Educates our community about healthy
living.

e Gives back to the community.

The Food Shed Co-op will offer more LOCAL,
more ORGANIC and HEALTHY NATURAL

FOODS! Products will be fairly priced, and both
our vendors and staff will be fairly paid.

Who owns the Food Shed Co-op?

We do! And you can too! The Food Shed Co-op is
community-owned. Be the change you want to see,
help us take back our food system by voting with
your purchasing power, supporting local food, and
helping to provide healthier food choices to our
community.

With strong community support, we are planning to
open in 2022 on land the Food Shed Co-op
purchased! The grocery store will be located on the
corner of RT 14 and Lake Shore Drive in southwest
Woodstock, Illinois. The store will be located near
McHenry County College, just a few minutes north
of Crystal Lake.

Food Shed Co-op
PO Box 1663
Woodstock, IL 60098
815.315.1541
info@foodshed.coop

The Follow Up
o Picture of Mom & Dad was from 1975. It is

written on the lower right corner. Whoops!
o Out of $100 spent, we recovered $4.00 on
the Lottery. 4%
o | need to make new fixtures to make the
wooden nickels but fist | need to install the
heater in the garage. Pictures for next issue
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My Books
€ My CAMINO DE SANTIAGO ADVENTURE

WALKING THE WALK, CAMINO DE SANTIAGO 2012 =
2" EDITIONS
(2021 mAY BE MY NEXT CAMINO TRIP)
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Mike’s and Petra’s Books
can be found on
LuLu.com and Amazon.com

FoodShed.coop

794 owners 01/26/2021
We are a group of

regular folks working hard Co
to open a community- F["]BS“EU oP

owned grocery store in I W ARRIO R
FoodShed.coop Location Video:

McHenry County, IL and we
i Y https://youtu.be/Uc3-OlpXe-I TRAINING

hope you will join us!

EW Training

Functional Strength Training
1270 McConnell Road
Woodstock lllinois 60098
(815) 308-5021
info@EWTrainingWoodstock.com
EWTrainingWoodstock.com
(Watch for new location in 2021)

I§ Delaware Electric Company Inc.

Phone: 815/338-3139 Fax: 815/337-1885
email: info@delawareelectricinc.com

Working together to promise superior customer satisfaction.

DELAWAREELECTRICINC.COM

I am selling me used books on Amazon under the name “MRT Used Book Sales”. | am clearing out my library. Many of
these books look new. If you look for a used book and see it is being sold by me, it will say sold by “MRT Used Books Sales”.
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