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1-Oct-22 10:03 @Home 57° F 

New Month New Start 

Today’s Total 
Today the count of registered people who got 

into Santiago is 373,583. If the pattern holds true, 
the count could end up to about ½ a million. 

In 2012 there were only about 178,000. 

Train 
Today I finished the tabletop frame. This will get 

legs and a sheet of plywood on top. The layout will 
sit on top and inside of it. 

The legs need to be grooves cut in for the leg 
levelers. I think, I want casters on the feet.  

7-Oct-22 9:53pm @home 39° F 

WOW, 39°!  
Can the snow be far off? Hope not! 
Tim said, they had snow in Iron Mountain, but 

that is getting near the North Pole where Santa 

lives.       

Layout Tabletop 



Marty`s Random Thoughts  

 

2 

Train 
I have been working on my layout table. The 

legs are ready now. The feet ready with casters. 
All the pieces and ready for assembly. 
If the weather is not too cold tomorrow, I may 

get the legs mounted and the braces attached. It 
looks like it might dip below the frost line before 

morning.       
I started clearing the space where the layout will 

be going in the house. It will not be too long before 
I can start cutting the plywood. 

Health 
Today I went in for a check-up. I am doing fine. I 

need to do a little fine tuning. You might guess it, 
they are losing weight, diet, and exercise. 

The LVAD thing is doing its part, now I need to 
do my part. 

Weekend 
Tomorrow and Sunday, the businesses on the 

Square will be having the “Woodstock Train Fest” 
exhibits. I guess there will be about seventeen 
exhibits. I want to see all of them. 

My layout will not get inside so soon. 
10-Oct-22 8:55 am @EWT 49° F 

Today in History 
I noticed the date today, and remember it was 

the day I started working at the Auto-Lite! Wow, 
that was 57 years ago! 

Weekend 
I had intensions to see all those trains, I never 

made it. 
It was warm and I needed to get my train table 

finished before it started to rain again. 
Today I will sand the big parts that I have 

outside.  
Once I have everything sanded, I can move it 

into the house. This is because I have a spot for it 
all cleared out in the dining room.  

I may give it a coat of sealer too. It depends how 
I feel when I have it ready for indoors. The other 
train layout never got a finish. It looks fine. 

The sanding is to make it smooth, so I do not get 

splinters.       

Happy Columbus Day 
Wait, Columbus Day it is the 12th of October! 

11-Oct-22 9:37 am @EWT 58° F 

The Table 
I finished the table and disassembled it. I 

needed to sand its parts.  
After that, I moved the parts inside and 

reassembled it. 
It is not ready yet! I need to put the shoes 

(casters) on the feet (level adjuster) and install 
them. 

Layout 

Once that is complete, I can flip the table over 
and level it. Then I can install the plywood top. 

If that all goes well, I can start working on the 
layout top. I need to cut all kinds of grooves into 
the layout plywood for slopes and rivers. There is 
about 100’ of track for my train. 

I must decide if I want to cut the cork roadbed 
from a large roll of cork I have or buy pre-cut 
roadbed. I need to measure the cork and see if the 
scale is near the thickness. Then, do I really want to 
cut twenty-five, well fifty, pieces of that cork. 

13-Oct-22 10:11 am @Home 45° F 

Well, it is a little cool out there this morning. I 
need to cut some more wood for my layout. I can 
wait a couple of hours for it to warm up a little bit. 
The forecast is for only 50° so maybe I will just wait 
for the sun to make it feel warmer. 

URL’s 
I have been renewing my web address and I will 

be let them pass. Meaning not renewing them. Last 
year I let ‘metras.com’ go. In a couple of weeks 
‘Marty-Metras.com’ will be no more. No, that is 

‘marty-metras.com’ and not me!       
I have not used either of them for years. I am 

just paying for a dead horse. I can spend that 
money on coffee or something else. 

Train Layout 

I must go to UPS and see if they can print me a 
full-size plan of my model railroad. I know they 
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have a large format printer and may be able to do 
it in three pieces. 

I think their printer might be 36” wide, so I will 
only need three pieces. I could make the even 24” 
wide and still be wide enough. 

Wait it is 48” x 74-1/4”. 24x3 is only 72. 
I will need four pieces. I best go over there and 

see what they can do, instead of guessing. 
14-Oct-22 9:13 pm @home 39° F 

400,000 
Wow, there have been over 400,000 people 

who made it to Santiago this year. 
I wonder how mor will make it this year. Will we 

hit ½ million? 

Train Layout 
I have the base layout table in the house and 

setup. It has legs with feet and even shoes. I cut a 
piece of plywood for the top too. 

I went to UPS and had them print me a full-size 
drawing to get me ready for the layout top.  

I need to cut rivers and mountains and I figured 
it might be easier if I had a full-size template to 
work with. 

I was surprised when they told me it would only 
cost me $23.00 for a 4’ x 7’ copy of the thing. 

I will pick it up tomorrow. 
I can use this to cut the plywood, lay the track 

and know where the wiring goes too. 
I could have printed this with my printer, but it 

would have to have taken over fifty sheets of paper 
and I would need to tape them all together. No 
thank you! 

Because of the size of the paper at UPS, I 
needed only three pieces. And printed on good 
paper. 

Thanks Val and UPS! 
Later, I will have UPS print my backdrop. 
I need to get you pictures. 

Camino 
As the end of September, you still need a 

negative COVID-19 diagnostic certificate to go to 
Spain. There are other restrictions related to that 
too. 

On the other hand, the air fare has dropped to 
$768.00 for a round trip. 

Wait, what about for two people? 
Well, it was worth looking. The price it the 

same, $768.00 each. 
I am looking at walking the whole 500 miles. For 

now, that is my goal.  

Cardio Rehab 
It has been a whole month since I started rehab. 

So far it is going fine. Every time I go, I do a little 
better. I think that and the treadmill at EW Training 
are helping me get back into shape. 

16-Oct-22 6:02 am @Home 46° F 

Nothing Happened 
Today I did nothing! Looked at my layout, 

looked out the window and sat around watching 
TV. It was a do-nothing day. I dried a blanket. It is 
still in the drier! 

It was a lazy day all around. I thought about 
doing something but did not. 

No. I need to do something before I hit the hay 
for the night. But what? Hum!!! 

20-Oct-22 2:13pm @EWT 55° F 

Weather 
Well, the weather is getting better. We have 

three nice warm sunny days coming up. I should 
get the rest of the boards/plywood cut for my 
layout this weekend. 

I have been climbing the walls because it was 
cold enough to keep me inside. 

Train 
I know, I could bring the wood into the house 

and cut it there. But I am lazy. I would have had a 
mess to clean up. When I cut and sand things 
outside, I feed the grass at the same time. Two 

things at once.       
I have most the track that I need to start laying 

out plywood after itis cut. 
So, I cut out the plywood reviewing the rivers 

and mountains. Then I can lay out the track. If it 
looks well, I can mark it and lay the roadbed, there 
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relay the track and make the holes I need for the 
electronics.  

Laying out all the wiring will take time. I need to 
think on that some more. 

I did tell you that this was going to be a twenty-
year project, didn’t I? 

25-Oct-22 8:29 am @EWT 56° F 

Singing in the Rain 
It is drizzling out there. On my way out here to 

EWT, I thought about Gene Kelly “Singing & 
Dancing in the Rain.” When I got here, I looked up 
the song and played it. 

You know I remembered the fidelity being much 
better when I first heard it. 

When I was walking in Spain and in the rain, I 
must have played that tune a dozen times. Once it 
was raining and too girls started singing with me. 

The phone got so wet I could not stop the music 
when I got into town. I finally had to power off the 
thing to stop it! 

I love walking in the rain and enjoyed it even 
more singing. 

Yesterday, I bought lottery tickets because the 
prize was $610,000,000.00. Well, nothing! I only 
had one number on three different lines. On the 
positive side, nobody else won either. Today it is 
worth $680,000,000.00! I like writing all those 
zeros! 

Yes, I will buy some more tickets before 
Wednesday’s drawing. 

What would you do if you had that kind of 
money? I would start planning my trip to Spain! 

Camino 
I still need to find someone to go along. I need 

someone willing to change my dressing. It would 
be nice if they spoke Spanish. Wait, if I won it big in 
the lottery, I could pay for the trip for you! 

I just need someone who could commit to 60-90 
days of their time. 

For now, it is still a plan. 

Train 
I have the boards all cut for my layout. I am 

gluing and screwing things together. Parts of it I 
must lay the track before I fasten all of it down. 

It seems like it is taking a long time to get to the 
point when I can send the train down the track. It 
is! 

 
I need to lay the track, mark the location for the 

roadbed then pull up the track and lay the 
roadbed. Then I can install the track again. This 
must happen to make sure all the track fits before 
the roadbed. 

At this point I would mark all the holes for the 
turnouts and the power blocks. The lighting could 
wait. I do not need lighting for a while. And yes, the 
track needs to be removed to drill those holes. 
Bummer! 

28-Oct-22 10:30 am @EWT 49° F 

The End is Near 
That is, October is near the end. Marty-Metras 

has expired. No, no! I have not retired, just marty-
metras.com is no more. Wheee, I am still alive!  

Anyway, I must do some more work on my 
layout before I start laying track. Halloween is 
coming. My yard is full of leaves. The wrong blood 
test, so I must do that again. I should work on the 
Thanksgivings Day schedule for EWT. 

The 1919 look of Woodstock 
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Wait, the blood test may be my fault. I needed a 
CMP, but they did an INR. I do my own INR testing 
now. 

I have the next few days all scheduled. I bet you 

I can squeeze in time for coffee!       
I should finish the issue too! What else???? 

Well, we will see what comes up! 
31-Oct-22 10:41 @EWT 52° F 

 

 
Take back our local food system! 

Become an owner! 

 
I thought I would fill this space with pictures. 

 

 

 

Follow up 
 

• I am leaving the leaves where they are. 

You might say I left them.       

• The train layout is coming around. I am 

laying track. 

• Camino it still an idea 

• And no, I have not won the lottery yet. 

But there is $1,500,000,000.00 just 

sitting there waiting for us! 

  

Fall Leaves covering me lawn 

Rough look at the start of the layout 

Figure 111-2022 I have started laying out the track 
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MY BOOKS 

 MY CAMINO DE SANTIAGO ADVENTURE 
WALKING THE WALK, CAMINO DE SANTIAGO 2012 → 

2ND EDITIONS 
(2021 MAY BE MY NEXT CAMINO TRIP) 

My books are available online from Lulu.com, Amazon.com and from me personally.  
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EW Training 
Functional Strength Training 

960 Dieckman street 
Woodstock Illinois 60098 

(815) 308-5021 
info@EWTrainingWoodstock.com 

EWTrainingWoodstock.com 
 

 

We are a group of 

regular folks working hard 

to open a community-

owned grocery store in 

McHenry County, IL and we 

hope you will join us! 

I am selling me used books on Amazon under the name “MRT Used Book Sales.” I am clearing out my library. Some 
books look new. If you look for a used book are sold by “MRT Used Books Sales,” that is me. 

Delaware Electric Company Inc.ng al 

Fully Licensed and Bonded 
Phone: (815) 338-3139 Fax: (815) 337-1885  
email:   info@delawareelectricinc.com 

 
Working together to promise superior customer satisfaction. 
delawareelectricinc.com 

 

Mike and Petra’s Books 
Located at 

 LuLu.com and Amazon.com 
 

Mike Metras 1943 - 2018 

FoodShed.coop Location Video: 
https://youtu.be/Uc3-OIpXe-I 
 

http://www.lulu.com/author/content_revise.php?fCID=7646593
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2939809806264780
mailto:info@delawareelectricinc.com
mailto:info@delawareelectricinc.com
https://youtu.be/Uc3-OIpXe-I

