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25-Dec-22 11:04 am @home 6° F 

Merry Christmas 
Christmas was good for me. I spent time with 

family and friends. 
26-Dec-22 9:43am @home 14° F 

Dilemma 
You know I created the group “Marty’s Random 

Thoughts” on Facebook. 
It developed a chat room and I deleted my 

admin right to “Marty’s Random Thoughts” by 
mistake. 

Right now, I don’t know how to get the rights 
back. I am working on it! 

For now, there is no admin to the group. 
Meaning I can post nothing or even see anything. 
And neither can anyone else post anything. 

 When I created it, I was going to give someone 
else admin rights in case this happened. I never got 
around to it. As time passed, I forgot. 

So, I cannot even get into it because I am not a 
member. 

This is where it stands today!      

 28-Dec-22 10:48 am @home 34° F 

I was just outside, and it is nice! Yah, 34° is not 
warm, but it is a lot better than minus 14°. I will 
take it! 

Camino 
I just checked the count of people the registered 

in Santiago and it says the “62,926 today”, really! 
Wow!!!!!!!!!!! That puts the count to 500,000 for 
2022. 

I am guessing this “62,926” is wrong. 
Yesterday the were only 69. It is winter over 

there too! The total was 437,075 for the year. I 

really find it hard to believe today’s count post!      

COVID 
My nephew said he was tested positive for 

COVID. He was at our Christmas Eve party along 
with 15+ people. I hope this turns out well! 

Michelle told me to stay home until she knew I 
did not catch it. So, here I am! 



Marty`s Random Thoughts  

Happy New Year 

 

2 

Christmas Picture 
I think someone has taken a family picture every 

year for as long as I can remember. There was 
always someone with a camera. Well, I don’t 
remember seeing a camera this year. Hmm! 

Quarter 
I almost never have any change anymore. After I 

stopped working in 2007, I started using it as I got 
it. Then the last few years I started buying 
everything with my credit card. Funny they never 
give me change. 

Today, I thought I would stop at Aldi’s when I 
came back for my blood test. 

Well, I need a quarter to get a shopping cart. I 
checked my cup holder to see if there might be one 
in there. Nope! 

I could have gone in the store and got one, but I 
knew I had them in the jar at home. 

I should put some in the car for emergencies. 
You never know. 

I will head out later and try to remember those 
quarters. 

Computer Stuff 
I have been trying to get these PCs up on 

Windows 10. I had to first break them so I could 
reset the passwords. Then I need to try and 
upgrade them from Windows 7 to Windows 10. It 
has not been easy. 

It takes time! After I spent a lot of time 
upgrading and failing on some, I loaded Linux on 
two of them. One would not boot at all. 

Then I remembered I had Linux Live. You run 
that from a DVD. It is slow but it works. 

I could use the “dd” command to clone the 
drives.  

I used the drive I know would boot up with 
Windows 10 in each of the other computers to 
verify it would work. It worked in all the PCs I have 
tried so far. 

Now I am cloning the drives one at a time. It is 
not fast but it does work. It takes about 6 hours to 
clone a 500 GB drive. 

It will be 3:30 when this one is finished. 

The last drive failed in this process. It had a bad 
sector (track). Yes, hard drives have tracks, just as 

records did.       
Anyway, I could not clone it. I am on my third 

one now. I have this running while am doing 
something else. I just look and see how it is doing. 

I have 4 or 5 different models/brands of PCs to 
work with. The hardware seems ok it is just 
Windows 7 is O-L-D.  It will be easier to get 
someone to take them if it has Windows 10. 

I went with Windows 10 instead of Windows 11 
because I found a free upgrade. Linux would have 
been much easier but most people don’t 
understand it. 

When I get these PCs updated, I will start listing 
the things I have available in case some on is 
looking. 

29-Dec-29 8:42 pm @home 54° F 

Summer Weather 
I see it is 54°. How did that happen? Seems to 

me it was just -14° not too long ago. 

Camino Numbers 
Today there were 12 Pilgrims more at the end. 

The real count is 437,156. 
Even though it is not a ½ million it is quite 

impressive! 

Computers 
The last few days I have been trying to upgrade 

all these computers to Windows 10. It is slow 
going. I am working on the last one now.  

They will not let me license them. They will not 
upgrade. And some will not boot. What a pain! 

I am working on the last one now. 
5-Jan-23 9:02 am @EWT 31° F 

Happy New Year 
Well, this is the first time typing anything this 

year. Hope all of you enjoyed the change over from 
Twenty-Twenty-Two to 2023. Let us make this a 
good year! 
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Facebook 
I lost my Admin rights to “Marty’s Random 

Thoughts” on Face book and find no way to recover 
it. I thought I was removing “Chat”, but once I 
clicked, I was sure, I was doomed. Yup, I was no 
longer the master of my own domain. 

I now have a backup Admin person just in case I 
get stupid again. 

There is a new group “New Marty’s Random 
Thoughts” that has replaced that other group. 

I sent out invites to the people I remembered 
that were part of the old group. I made it “public” 
this time. Meaning any one can join. 

I am not sure if I can keep unwanted people out 
yet. I will check that out when I have time. 

I will use this to let you know when I post a new 
issue if MRT. 

If you don’t have Facebook, don’t worry I will 
still send out the email notice. 

Enough on that! 

PC’s 
I have used PCs for sale, 3 HPs and 3 Dells. All 

updated to Windows 10. All have 500 GB drives. 
Memory is different on each as is the processer. I 
am not sure of their age, 2016-17. All of them took 
Windows 10 without issues, so they can’t be too 
old! 

I did not try loading Windows 11 because I only 
have it on this laptop and am not sure if it will work 
on the others yet. 

I also have monitors, keyboards and mice that 
need to be checked out yet. Some of the mice are 
wireless and I must check them out for receivers 
and batteries. 

There is a printer. One is a nice Epson wide 
carriage print 9 x 13 or so. It is a high-quality photo 
printer. It works great but needs ink. 

One of the HP printers, well, let’s say the 
scanner works in it. The printer part has broken 
hardware and missing parts. 

The other HP I think it might be ok. I had to 
order ink for it.  

There are a couple small printers. One is a 
thermal label printer, the other one must be a 
thermal printer too. I saw no ink cartridge. It is a 

receipt printer with 2-1/2” paper. Both work 
through Windows 10. 

There is some other stuff I have not looked 
through yet. I will keep you updated as time 
passes. 

6-Jan-23 8:03 am @home °? 

Happy Birthday 
My friend Kim is having a birthday today. 
Happy Birthday Kim! 

9-Jan-23 11:25 am @ EWT 34° F 

Ongoing things 
I have the Facebook group up and running and 

have some people who have subscribed. I will try 
and not mess it up again.  

Those of you that do not have Facebook don’t 
need it. I am only using it to notify you when I post 
the next issue. You will still get an email. 

The group picture is of my first electric car. 

 
I had the first electric car in Woodstock. This 

was in the mid to late 1970s. It had electric car 
license plate number 85. I may have that plate out 
in the garage somewhere. 

It had a range of only 50 miles. It gave me a lot 
of other problems too. They had not thought things 
through when they designed it. 

I fixed what I could. 
I gave one of those PCs to Marie. She needed a 

desktop computer. I still have 5 left! 
I checked out some of that surveillance 

equipment and need a camera to evaluate it. One 
works, but the other camera that I have is not 
working. I have one more camera to check out. I 
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am not sure about the main equipment is working 
yet. 

I am starting to miss working with my train! 

Camino 
I was just checking flight prices to get me to 

Spain and back. The base price using KAYAK.com 
today to fly out May 1st and return July 7th is $786. 
It has stops and layovers. Almost 40 hours to get 
there and over 20 to return. 

I do not know if that is clock time or real time. 
There is a 7-hour time difference between here 
and Spain. it is 1:11 pm here and 8:11 pm in Spain. 

I am not sure I want to spend 6 hours in 
airports. I like to $786 part. Better flights are $1000 
to $1300. The quickest flights are around $2000. 

Oh well, I am not ready to book just yet. 
10-Jan-23 11:30 am @EWT 41° F 

Exercise 
Well, I started today! 
The treadmill is ok, but then not the same as 

walking. I spent 10 minutes on the treadmill then 2 
minutes on the ellipsoidal. I tired after that thing! 

Then I went out to see if I could lift a 92 kg 
kettlebell, yah right! I could not even move it. 

92 Kg is about 206 Lbs. We have people here 
that can dead lift and swing them. Not me! 

I went to the other end and used the 8kg bells. I 
could handle them. 

After a while I decided to walk the floor. I 
measured one trip, and I thought I got 50 steps. 
That would mean it would be about 50 rounds for a 
mile. 

After 10 trips I started getting tired. I 
remeasured and it was about 150 steps around. 
That was easier to believe. That brought it down to 
only 20 trips around the floor per mile. 

I did 20-1/2 trips and came in here to tell you. 
If I am going to Spain in May, I need to get up to 

10 miles a day to get in shape That would be about 
200 trips around the training center. 

I do not have to do that all at once. But I need to 
try to do it in a day. 

Ten miles is about what a donkey would walk in 
a day. I have walked as much as 20 miles in a day, 
but that was my best day. 5-10 miles is my short-
term goal. Once I can do 10 miles 3 days in a row. I 
will know walking the Camino is a do able thing. 

Well, I have about one mile so far. 
12-Jan-23 11:51 am @EWT 36° F 

Lottery 
So, I have not won the lottery, yet! 
The other day the Mega Millions was 

$1,100,000,000. Today it is up to $1,350,000,000. I 
invested $2.00 to try and win it. 

But wait! The PowerBall is up to $404,000,00. I 
have invested $2.00 in the game too. 

One drawing is on Friday-the-13th and the next 
on is on Saturday. I will win both. Wow! 

My friend Jim says that I would be guest winning 
a headache. I agree! I could buy a lot on Aspirin 
with a billion dollars. 

$1,000,000,000 split 2 ways than 50% tax and 
give away $1,000,000 to each of 100 
people/places. What would that leave me! 

$1,000,000,000 divided by 2 times 50 percent 
equals $250,000,000. Wait $100,000,000 to give 
away. I still have $150,000,000 for coffee.  

I will bet that will be a BIG cup of coffee! 

                             I could get three. I can dream! 
My last $150,000,000 would go toward a new 

house, car, clothes, computer, and whatever else I 
might want this week. Wait I have only spent one 
of those millions.  

I could invest $100,000,000 somewhere and live 
off the interest. Wait I still have $49,000,000 left. I 
could go for coffee more than once a day for a 

while.       
I need to win first! 

Camino 
With the forty-nine million I would book a trip to 

Spain and take someone long who speaks better 
Spanish than me to help. Wait I just spent $20,000. 

Twenty-Thousand sounds high but we will be 
staying in the fancy hotels. It only cost about 
$4,000. 
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Now I have $39,980,000. It is sure hard to spend 
this money. I could give another bunch away. I can 
almost live on what I got now. 

I could move to Sedona for the winter. I would 
have to buy a house there too. Call it my summer 
home. Housing is expensive there so say 
$1,000,000. And furniture. Let say total 1,980.000! 

Now I am almost broke with only 27 million. 
Bye! 

16-Jan-23 11:36 am @EWT 39° F 

Happy Birthday! 
Mike would be 80 years old today. Happy 

Birthday Big Brother, wherever you are! 
This is what Mike looked like 

when he finished the Camino 
the first time in 2003. 

This was the year he met 
Petra who became his wife. 

 

Lottery 
So far, I have won nothing. I have $6.00 left in 

my pool. When I started playing, I gave myself a 
pool to play lottery with. I have $6.00 left of that. I 
invested another $2.00 for the PowerBall tonight. 

I should say I donated $2.00 to whoever wins. 

      

Exercise 
I started exercising today. Right now, I am 

resting/recovering from that. I should have had 
breakfast this morning. I am drained! 

I am sure I will feel better after I have exercised 
for a while. I did a little of each of the things I used 
to do. Not too much of anything. Just enough to 
get started. Five or 10 reps of each thing followed 

by some resting. I am out of shape      
I will get there! 

18-Jan-23 1:40 pm @EWT 37° F 

I just got an email about the Camino. 

Ultimate Camino Fitness Bible 

New Year, New Challenge! If you've been 
itching to do the Camino de Santiago, then 
this is your sign to go for it. The Camino is 

an unforgettable experience and one you 
will remember forever. Whether you're 
hoping to walk 100km or more, you'll need 
to prepare yourself physically. So with that in 
mind and with the motivation of a new year 
behind you, here is your full fitness plan for 
the Camino in 2023. 

Source: https://caminoways.com/am-i-fit-enough-to-walk-the-

camino-de-santiago 

I haven’t read it just yet, but I will! You See I 
plan on being ready on May-2023. 

I was out on the treadmill for 10 minutes then I 
walked the floor for 3,000 steps (about 1.2 miles). 
Then I did a little body work. Just enough to tell me 
I have a lot of work. 

I think I will go read that thing now. 
21-Jan-23 8:15pm @home 29° F 

Here we are 2 days after the earth is the closest 
to the sun and it is still cold outdoors. Hmm! 

Oh, Jan 19th is when the Earth is the closest day 
to the sun. It is also the coldest day of the year. So, 
they say. 

The weather on this computer says it is snowing. 
I looked outside and it is not! 

I have a weather station on the roof and I still 
lookout the door the check on the weather. Go 

figure.       

Dick Tracy’s Watch 
I figured that there might be a Dick Tracy Watch 

by now. We have the iPhone and others that work 
better than Chester Gould had dreamed up in 
1946. 

Yes, the year I was born. That means it was over 
75 years ago.  

  

https://caminoways.com/am-i-fit-enough-to-walk-the-camino-de-santiago
https://caminoways.com/am-i-fit-enough-to-walk-the-camino-de-santiago
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It was January 13th, 1946, when Dick started 
using his phone. I 2016 Some mad one thought it 
did not have a radio, but it did look like that. 

About 2019 the remanufactured it with a 
Bluetooth. With your cell phone you could be just 
like Dick Tracy. Though it cost around $400! 

 
Whoops! This one list for $106,640. Another 

reason to win the lottery.       
I think I would get an Apple iWatch first. There 

are less than $400 and I get video too.       
  

 

This guy dose everything! Maybe I missed priced 
the iPhone that I wanted? You could pay 
$17,000.00 for one of the elegant iPhone watches. 

I think I would stay with the less elegant one.      

Lottery 
I just checked the lottery to see if I won. So far, 

they have not posted anything.  I still have $2.00 in 
my pool to pay. Then I will walk away for while!  

Exercise 
I did a little exercising this week. Four days in a 

row then nothing.  I am working toward one day 
exercise and one day rest for now. For days in a 
row was too much for now. 

MRT on Facebook 
As I said earlier, I no longer have access to the 

group “Marty’s Random Thoughts” on Facebook. I 
lost my admin rights and can’t get them back. 
Please unsubscribe to it. I can’t do it for you. 

The “New Marty’s Random Thought” group has 
a second admin just in case I screw up again. 

If you have Facebook and haven’t joined, please 
do so. And follow the rules. They are simple, be 
nice or I will block you! 

My watch says it is 10:10, bedtime, good night! 
22-Jan-23 10:20 am @home 29° F 

I was just thinking about going for a walk when I 
looked outside and see it has snowed. It looks lake 
only an inch, but I will take it. What is winter 
without a little snow. 

Walking4Fun 
Since I was going to go for a walk, I thought I 

should see where I am on my virtual walk. 
Well, I am on the Seattle City walk at 269 miles. 
Seems I have walked the “Camino Francés”, the 

“Wonderland Trail”, 83% of the Seattle City Walk 
since this started. It says “2,530,155” steps, 
“1,007.9” miles, burnt “144,254” calories, and get 
this, burnt “41.22” pounds. Yah right. I am about 
that much overweight. 
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On the real Camino, I lost about 15 pounds. If I 
start walking again, I could lose that again! I figure I 
would survive if I slowly lost 40 pounds. 

I weigh 105 kilos fully dressed. I will work for 90 
kilos. Yes, that is metric. I don’t want the whole 
world to know how many pounds I am carrying 
around. 

Once I hit 90 kilos, I will see how I feel. I think 85 
kilos would be just about right. 

Let see. It is January and I want to walk the 
Camino in May, 5 months and then walk 15 kilos a 
day. I think it might be doable. It is only about 3 
kilos every 30 days. Let’s do this!  

Right now, I need to go buy some new shoes. I 
also need t-paper. Funny, I just thought I could 
walk the crap out and have something to clean it 

up.       Ok, I’ll go now! 

Later 
Well, I got down to Sams to get T-paper and had 

to walk by the new TVs. Yup, one jumped into my 
cart so I brought it home! 

I bought a nice 40” to replace my old 32” that 
the red color keeps going out when watching. I 
while back I told you they wanted about $300 to 
just look at my old TV. Well, I bought a new 40” TV 
for $280! 

I hooked it up and it is nice. Now I need to get 
the old one down and install the new one. Some 
modifications are required. The new one needs a 
little more space. I will work on that now. 

I did not get the shoes; they were closed today. I 
save that for another day. 

I spend $2.00 on another PowerBall ticket. It is 
over $500,000,000. Tuesday morning, I will wake 
up and find I have won a half of a billion dollars. 
Then I will have to figure out how to use it! 

28-Jan-23 9:06 am @Home 17° F 

I just noticed that it is near the end of January. 
This year is moving fast! 

I am printing the Winter issue of La Concha. This 
is the newsletter from the American Pilgrims on 
the Camino. I just finished the Autumn issue. 

This issue is going to take a while to get through. 

It is 41 pages and not a lot of pictures.       

I enjoy reading about other peregrinos and 
peregrinas walking their Camino. 

This issue is about Tending the Embers of the 
pilgrim spirit. 

I have been published in a couple of the issues 
in the past. 

Electronics Reclaiming 
I just about have gone through all the 

electronics I brought home. Most all of it is good 
stuff. 

I must go and eat some breakfast so I have the 
energy to take a break later. Then I will see what 
the day brings me.  

26-Jan-23 8:03 am @home °? 

Happy Birthday 
Happy Birthday Chelli! 
 
 

29-Jan-23 08:09 pm @home 15° F 

I have not been on any field trips, road trips, 
plane trips, or gone anywhere for quite a while. 

I am starting to long for the open road. 
The Camper is working and it would give me 

more to type about. 
Funny I say “type” about instead of “talk about.”  
If you get me talking about anything sometimes 

it is hard to stop me.         
February will be a short month this year. I will 

not have much time to plan a field trip. Though, I 
can think about it. 

Facebook 
If you have Facebook and you like these 

newsletters then please subscribe to the group 
“New Marty’s Random Thoughts” 

There is still room for more. 
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MY BOOKS 

 MY CAMINO DE SANTIAGO ADVENTURE 
WALKING THE WALK, CAMINO DE SANTIAGO 2012 → 

2ND EDITIONS 
(2021 MAY BE MY NEXT CAMINO TRIP) 

My books are available online from Lulu.com, Amazon.com and from me personally.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

This Issue is Being Randomly Published on Saturday, February 4, 2023 05:29:00 
MartysRandomThoughts.com https://www.facebook.com/groups/2939809806264780 

EW Training 
Functional Strength Training 

960 Dieckman street 
Woodstock Illinois 60098 

(815) 308-5021 
info@EWTrainingWoodstock.com 

EWTrainingWoodstock.com 
 

 

We are a group 

of3regular folks working 

hard to open a community-

owned grocery store in 

McHenry County, IL and we 

hope you will join us! 

I am selling me used books on Amazon under the name “MRT Used Book Sales.” I am clearing out my library. Most of 
these books look new. If you look for a used book and see it is being sold by me, it will say sold by “MRT Used Books Sales.” 

Delaware Electric Company Inc.ng al 

Fully Licensed and Bonded 
Phone: (815) 338-3139 Fax: (815) 337-1885  
email:   info@delawareelectricinc.com 

 
Working together to promise superior customer satisfaction. 
delawareelectricinc.com 

 

Mike and Petra’s Books 
are on 

 LuLu.com and Amazon.com 
 

Mike Metras 1943 - 2018 

FoodShed.coop Location Video: 
https://youtu.be/Uc3-OIpXe-I 
 

http://www.lulu.com/author/content_revise.php?fCID=7646593
mailto:info@delawareelectricinc.com
mailto:info@delawareelectricinc.com
https://youtu.be/Uc3-OIpXe-I

